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[THe CASE oF JOHN AND GiLes BLAND]. 


[A short legal opinion by Frances North, Hugh Wynd- 
ham, Robert Atkins and Wm. Ellys, London, Nov. 11, 1679, 
apparently in regard to a contract between the two Blands; 
but of no interest, because there is no statement of facts.] 


[GRIFFIN AND BURWELL vs. WORMELEY*—IN THE GENERAL 
Court oF ViRGINIA, 1681.] 


To the Right Honorable Sir Henry Chicheley Knight his 
Majesty’s deputy Governor of Virginia with the Honorable 
Council of the State. 


*John Burnham, son of Rowland Burnham of York and Lancaster 
counties, was a lieutenant colonel of militia and a justice of Middle- 
sex county, and died unmarried and possessed of a considerable 
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The Traverse or petition of Lewis [Leroy] Griffin and 
Lewis Burwell Executors of the last will and Testament of 
John Burnham Deceased. 


Sheweth 


That whereas by Virtue of a certain Writ in the Nature 
of a Diem Clausitu extremum directed to the Escheator of 
the County of Middlesex to enquire of what Lands the said 
John Burnham died seized in fee and a certain Inquisition 


estate, before July, 1681. Shortly before his death he made a will be- 
queathing his lands to Leroy Griffin (erroneously called Lewis by the 
compiler of the Randolph Manuscript), who had married Winifred Cor- 
bin, Burnham’s half sister, and Lewis Burwell. There were but two 
witnesses to the will, and on the ground that it was invalid, and that 
Col. Burnham’s land had escheated for lack of heirs, Ralph Wormeley 
obtained a grant of the land. Proceedings to prove the right of Griffin 
and Burwell began in Middlesex county, where the records contain much 
in regard to this matter, and the case was carried by appeal to the Gen- 
eral Court. The arguments in the text were before the higher court. 
William Fitzhugh and Robert Beverley were Wormley’s counsel, and 
other lawyers in the case in the General Court were Thomas Clayton, 
William Sherwood and Arthur Spicer. 

There are frequent references to the case in the Fitzhugh letters in this 
Magazine, Vol. I, pp. 31, 33, 37, 38, 44, 46, and 254. Beginning on the 
latter page is a long argument of Fitzhugh for Wormeley. See also the 
note. The principal ground for Wormeley’s claim seems to have been 
that an English statute, adopted not many years before, had prescribed 
that to all wills making bequests of land there must be at least three 
witnesses. Counsel for the plaintiffs claimed that English statutes were 
not effective in the Colonies unless they were specifically included in the 
act. The decision of the court does not appear; but fortunately there 
is on the first page of Barradall’s Reports (Vol. II, Barton’s Colonial Re- 
ports,) the opinion of Sir William Jones, Attorney General of England, 
on this very case. He fully sustained the contention of the plaintiffs’ 
counsel, and held that the will was good. A note in Barradall states 
that Lord Culpeper showed this opinion to all the judges in England and 
they pronounced it good law, and that on Culpeper’s second return to 
Virginia, about November, 1682, he, in the General Court, pronounced 
judgment accordingly. So it would appear that Griffin and Burwell won 


their case. 
This case adds to the information contained in Major Barton’s valu- 


able Colonial Reports. 
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thereupon taken it is amongst other things found that the 
said John was at the time of his Death seized of two thousand 
two hundred and fifty Acres of Land Scituate in the upper 
parts of Christ’s Church Parish in the said County, and that 
the said John made no Will Effectual in Law whereby he 
could devise his Lands neither did he otherwise dispose of 
the same nor is there any heirs of his in this Country and 
therefore they (in Express Terms) say and find the said Land 
doth Escheat as by the said Inquisition appeareth. The said 
Lewis [Leroy] and Lewis saving and reserving to them- 
selves all and all Manner of benefit and advantage of ex- 
ception to the manifold uncertaintys and imperfections of the 
said Inquisition by protestation do say that Notwithstand- 
ing any Matter or thing therein contained the Estate Right 
Title and Interest of in and to the aforesaid Lands of which 
the said John Died seized is and by Law ought to be in them 
the said Lewis [Leroy] and Lewis and not in our Sovereign 
Lord the King or any other person whatever without that the 
said John did not make a Will Effectual in Law whereby he 
could devise the said Lands and without that he did not 
dispose of the said Lands as untruly found in the said In- 
quisition because as they the said Lewis [Leroy] and Lewis 
say the said John by his last Will and Testament in Writing 
under his hand and seal dated the third day of January 1680 
duly proved and recorded in this Hon’ble Court did devise and 
bequeath the said Lands to them the said Lewis [Leroy] and 
Lewis and their Heirs for Ever and they say it is and ever 
has been a good bequest in Law and always so received and 
accounted in Law and for that by Law your Honours are the 
sole Judges of Law and the Jurors Judges of fact only and 
the said Jurors having taken upon them to Judge matter of 
Law which was not given them in Charge which the said 
Lewis [Leroy] and Lewis say hath made the said Inquisition 
Vitious for if they had found specially it would have been 
well and for that it is contrary to the known Laws of Eng- 
land and Especially the Statute of 2d and 3d of Edward 6 
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Cap 8 if any Lands shou’d be taken into the King’s Hands 
(unless a melius inquirendum do Issue) where an Imperfect 
Inquisition is made. 

They humbly pray a full and thorough Examination of the 
Law in such cases and that the said Inquisition may be de- 
clared invalid in Law and reason for the Insufficiency thereof 
and that a melins inquirendum do issue and then they doubt 
not but to be able to prove the Right of the said Lands in 
them and no other person whatsoever And they humbly pray 
that whosoever claims under the aforesaid Inquisition may 
put in an answer in writing. 


And they shall pray &c. 


To the Right Hon’ble Sir Henry Chicheley Knight his Majes- 
ty’s Deputy Governor of Virginia and the Hon’ble Council 
of State. 

Ralph Wormley Esq’r comes in behalf of himself as a 
purchaser of his sacred Majesty and answers to the Declara- 
tion of Lewis [Leroy] Griffin and Lewis Burwell nominated 
Executors of the pretended last Will and Testament of Lieut 
Colo John Burnham deceas’d saying that he hath justly com 
pounded with his Majesty for the Land therein contained to 
say Two Thousand Two Hundred and Fifty Acres of Land 
Scituate in Middlesex County of which Lands the said Lieut 
Col’o John Burnham died seized in fee and that he conceives 
the proceedings in the said Inquisition to be according to the 
Instructions given to each Escheator in this Country and the 
continued and accustomed practice thereof since its first Scitu- 
ation And further saith that a Jury by finding an invalid Will 
of the said John Burnham in the said Inquisition have not 
exceeded their Duty in rejecting the same although produced 
to them which Will your Respondent further saith is utterly 
invalid both in fact and Law for want of testimony accord- 
ing to an Act entitled an Act to prevent frauds and perjuries 
made in the 29th Year of Charles the 2d as he is ready to 
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make appear for which reasons your Respondent prays that 
the said petitioners with their petition be rejected that your 
Respondent may be confirmed in his quiet and just possession 
and that they pay him Damages for this unjust Molestation 


and Trouble. 
And he shall pray &c. 


The Replication of Lewis [Leroy] Griffin and Lewis Burwell. 


The said Repliants not confessing nor acknowledging all 
or any the Matters or things material or Effectual in the 
said answer alledged but saving and reserving themselves now 
and at all times hereafter all advantages of Exceptions to the 
incertainties and insufficiencies of the said answer the said 
Repliants for replication say in all things before as in their 
traverse they have said and that all and every the mat- 
ters in their said Traverse are true good and Sufficient in 
the Law to be replied unto And further they say that not- 
withstanding there be not three Witnesses that Subscribed 
at the time of the publishing of it in the words of the afore- 
said Act do litterally require and Notwithstanding require 
any other thing in the said Answer contained to the Contrary 
the last Will and Testament of the said John Burnham is 
good valid and sufficient and made in due form of Law and 
that the Right Title and Interest of in and into the said Two 
Thousand Two Hundred and Fifty Acres of Land whereof 
the said John died seized is thereby well and sufficient con- 
veyed settled and assured on them the repliants and their 
Heirs in fee because as these repliants say. 

Ist. It is not by the said Act nor by any Law or Authority 
yet declared or adjudged that the said Act shall be binding 
or observ’d by the Inhabitants of this Colony nor are they 
so much as mentioned nor is it possible it should be observed 
by them before the said Inhabitants have notice (which can 
no otherwise be given them) then by proclamation or decla- 
ration which as yet hath not been made of the said Act it i 
ought and hath always been accustomed both in England be- ‘ 
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fore printing was (and some time after) by sending written 
Copies of all Laws past in Each Parliament under the Great 
Seal of England to the Sheriff and Chief Officer of every 
Borough City and County to be by them published to the 
People and now at this day since Printing hath been so com- 
mon the King’s Printer provides a certain Number of Printed 
Copies at the End of Each Sessions to be Delivered to the 
several Members by them to be distributed in the places for 
which they serve to the End None may plead Ignorance of 
the Law and the like Course is taken in this Colony amongst 
us (for as has been adjudged) it would be not only un- 
reasonable but inhuman to require Obedience and observation 
of a Law of which we have no means to take notice. The 
Law compels no man to an impossibility but on the Contrary 
in Ability to perform the Law excuseth the performance of it 
For which Reason these repliants verily hope your Honours 
will not in your Wisdom adjudge the will of the said John 
to be invalid should it happen to want some of those formali- 
ties which by the said Act are presented to be required to 
the perfecting thereof since according to the antient known 
Laws in your Government it is Otherwise every way perfect 
and in due and common form made and proved and this the 
rather are these Repliants confident of, first, for that your 
Honours are not tied to the strict and punctual Observance 
of the Laws of England (which with submission will be im 
possible for you to do), but have Liberty given you by our 
present Sovereign Lord the King and his Royal Predeces- 
sors by their several Royal Charters granted to this Colony. 
_ to do what you may. This Act cannot be admitted as a Law 
until it be published and so declared to be and that the People 
may have Notice thereof without great Inconveniency as 
disorder confusion and Mischief nay utter ruin to many of 
the Inhabitants of this Colony. 

First by making void all or the most part of those Wills 
and Testaments made since the 24 of June 77 Whereby the 
Inhabitants have as they thought settled and disposed of their 
Estates all or most of which want those formalities prescribed 
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by the said yet are the people as yet in quiet and peaceable 
possession of the bequest thereby made the Will allowed for 
good no man yet disturbed or molested except your repliants 
most of which should this Act be pleaded against them would 
be void and they defeated of their possessions some by Escheat 
and some otherwise. 

Secondly most contracts leases P’Roll Surrender of Leases 
and many other agreements will be likewise void for want of 
formalities by this Law required. 

Thirdly and Lastly all proceedings and Judgments had in 
any of the Courts of Law or Equity settled within this Colony 
upon any the said Contracts Agreements Leases &c. will be 
erronious and void and so will this Act which was intended 
to prevent Frauds prove a great Fraud and snare to all those 
who having settled their Estates by will made bargains Con- 
tracts let or taken Leases Surrenders &c. according to com- 
mon form and the Antient Laws of the Colony to them known 
think themselves secure not dreaming of this Act of which 
they never had notice. . 

Fourthly, should all New Acts of the Parliament of Eng- 
land be of force obliging and binding to the Inhabitants of 
Virginia before Publication or Notice thereof given to them 
not only our Estates but Lives and Liberties and whatsoever 
else is dear and precious to us would be in Danger and might 
be forfeited and by us and we not knowing of it nor by any 
possibility could know it which would be as is aforesaid not 
only unreasonable but inhuman and would be such an exam- 
ple as would not be found in the whole world no not in the 
most barbarous parts of it for all which reasons these repli- 
ants saving and reserving to themselves now and at all times 
hereafter the benefit of and advantage of further Replication 
do humbly conceive the said recited Act ought not to be 
pleaded against the validity of the will of the said John to 
make void the same and of this they demand judgment and 
pray as at first that the Lands of our sovereign Lord the King 
may be removed from the said Two Thousand Two Hundred 
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and fifty Acres of Land whereof the said John is found to 
have died seized by the said Inquisition as aforesaid. 


To the Right’Hon’ble Sir Henry Chicheley Knight his Maj- 
esty’s deputy Governor of Virginia and to the Hon’ble 
Council of State. 

The further Replication of Lewis [Leroy] Griffin and Lewis 
Burwell. 

The said Repliants for further replication say that not- 
withstanding anything by the said Mr. Wormeley in his Plea 
said or pleaded to the Contrary the last Will and Testament 
of the said John by him made and published as aforesaid is 
good perfect valid sufficient and made and proved in due 
form of Law and according to the Intent purport and true 
meaning of the said recited Act made the 29th Year of the 
Reign of our sovereign Lord the King but now is Intitled 
an act for preventing of frauds and perjuries by the said Mr. 
Wormeley in his plea pleaded for these repliants say that the 
said John \being of sound perfect and disposing Memory 
minding and intending to make his Last will and Testament 
in writing and having waited several days for this Repliant 
Lewis [Leroy] Griffin’s coming who (and none else) he was 
minded should write the same as during that time he often 
declared When this Repliant Lewis [Leroy] Griffin was come 
he gave him directions for the writing of the said Will which 
the Repliant Lewis having accordingly done and the same 
being audibly read to him the said John and by him well 
understood according to the meaning of the said Act three 
Witnesses were called and present and desired to take Notice 
and in their presence and in the presence of divers others 
who being Legatees were not supposed so good Witnesses 
The said John did according to the tenour of the said Act 
Subscribe sealed and deliver and publish the same as his 
last will and Testament by which the said John had as much 
as in them lay performed the Direction of the said Act and 
more he could not do Lex non cogit ad impossibiliam if none 
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of the Witnesses would have subscribed it it was not in his 
nor in any man’s power to compel them and yet the Law will 


look upon this his Endeavour as if he had done it and such _ 
their refusal as if they had actually done it And therefore a 
Altho’ that true it be that but two of the said three Witnesses a 
did actually subscribe in the presence of the said John accord- | 
ing to the Letter of the said Act Yet according to the Equity Hh 
of the same Act (by which and not literally this Act must be | 
construed and taken) the other that refused is taken to have a 
subscribed and is as good a Witness to all intents and pur- i 
poses as if he had actually subscribed in the presence of the i q 
said John impotentior Excusat legem This Act as appeareth q 
by the Title was made to prevent not to abet fraud and to iy 
that purpose according to the Rules of Law ought to be so 
construed as that no man that is innocent and free from a 
injury and wrong be punished and damaged by a litteral | 
Construction to surpress Mischief and to advance its Reme- i 4 
dies which should not be could it be taken literally and be aa 
understood as if the Testator must compel three Witnesses i | ; 


to subscribe in his presence whether they will or no this con- i : 
struction would quite contrary create and advance a mischief | 1 
which could not have happened but by this Act for otherwise 1 i 
no man would have been injured by this Will non can or will i 
Complain of it None are or could be debarred of any Right / i 
thereby The Testator was no way indirectly wrought upon ih) 
by the Executors of Either of them one of them not being ' 4 
with him all the time of his Sickness and the other but a . 
small time after often being called and long looked for by 
the Testator on purpose to write this will as himself often 
declared refusing to have any other to do it so it cannot be ih 
supposed there was any fraud intended in making the will i ‘i 
but there might be fraud intended in the Witnesses that re- af 
fused to subscribe the Will to hinder the making of it for 1 1 
he being a learned Man and one whose profession is used to a 
drawing of Wills and coming lately out of England might aa 
have knowledge of this Act which few if any in the Colony i 
could know. | 
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To the Hon’ble Sir Henry Chicheley Knight and the Hon- 
ourable Council of State. 


The Answer of Lewis [Leroy] Griffin and Lewis Burwell 
Executors of the last Will and Testament of Lieut Col’o John 
Burnham deceased to the petition of Ralph Wormeley Esq’s. 


These Defendants say that true it is the said John Burn- 
ham by his last Will and Testament in Writing under his 
Hand and Seal and since duly proved in this honourable. 
Court did amongst other things give unto these Defendants 
and their Heirs for Ever all the Lands of which the said 
John died seized and of the said Will made these defendants 
Executors which Will these Defendants carried to the next 
Court held for the County of Rappahannock after the Death 
of the said John in which County he died where by the Course 
of Virginia the said Will ought to have been proved intending 
there to have a Probate thereof for that the Witnesses of the 
said Will resided in the said County but some of the Justices 
of the said Court informed these defendants that the Right 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Chicheley his Majesty’s Deputy Governor 
had sent his precept to the said Court requiring them not 
to proceed therein he being inform’d that the said Burnham's 
land escheated to his Majesty whereupon these Defendants 
having good Cause to believe the said information was given 
and the said precept so contrary to divers Laws and Statutes 
in that case made and provided to be sent by the Plaintiff 
for that the Plaintiff intended as appears by his own shewing 
to obtain the said Lands for himself they these Defendants 
finding themselves thus prevented and delayed of proving the 
said Will addressed themselves to the said Court held for the 
County of Middlesex where the greatest part of the Testator’s 
Estate lay but the said Court of Middlesex refused to admit 
of proving the said Will for what reason your respondents 
know not and referred the same to this Honourable Court 
whereupon these Defendants finding themselves thus delayed 
and knowing that Thomas Read one of the Witnesses of the 
said Will being a Chirurgeon of a Ship was about to depart 


i 
| 


THE RANDOLPH MANUSCRIPT. 139 


the Country and that without his Testimony these Defendants 
should never have been able to have proved the said Will 
They these Defendants with their Witnesses made a Journey 
to the house of the Right Hon’ble the Deputy Governor there 
to have their Evidences sworn and taken by his Honour but 
the Plaintiff being then and there present and knowing these 
Defendants Purposes told these Defendants he would hinder 
the same unless they would give him such a Bond as he had 
then prepared and ready drawn about him and tendered to 
these Defendants which they these Defendants refusing to 
do as a thing unjust to be extorted from them he the Plaintiff 
after much disputing in a threatning manner told these De- 
fendants if they would not seal the said Bond they should 
not have their Witnesses sworn whereupon these said De- 
fendants knowing the power and Authority of the Plaintif 
and that unless these Witnesses were Examined these De- 
fendants should never have been able to have proved the said 
Will but utterly lose not only the Land aforesaid but the 
Testator’s whole personal Estate by the said Will to them 
given as aforesaid These Defendants for obtaining their Right 
and Justice of swearing that Evidences and preserving their 
Evidence until the next General Court which was denied by 
the Plaintif were forced to give the Plaintif the said Bond 
in the Plaint mentioned wherefore these Defendants for Plea 
say that the said Bond on which the said Plaintif brings his 
Action being as aforesaid by the Pretence of Right unjustly 
extorted from and given by these Defendants for obtaining 
the Justice and Right of having the Testimony of their Wit- 
nesses preserved as aforesaid is by Law void and of no Effect 
and of this they demand Judgement. 


(TO BE CONTINUED. ) 
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VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE PAPERS. 


FROM THE ORIGINALS IN THE VIRGINIA STATE ARCHIVES. 


CONTINUED. 


PETITION OF DISSENTERS OF ALBEMARLE, AMHERST AND 
BucKINGHAM, Oct. 22D, 1776. 


To the honourable, the Delegates & Representatives, of the 
several Counties & Corporations of Virginia in Conven- 
tion assembled in the City of Williamsburg. 


The Memorial & Declaration of the Disenters from the 
Church of England in the Counties of Albemarle, Am- 
hurst & Buckingham, Virginia, humbly sheweth, 


That your Memorialists have never been on an equal foot- 
ing with the other good people of this colony in Respect of 
Religious Privileges, having been obliged by law, to contri- 
bute to ye support of ye Established Church, while at the 
same time, they were moved from a Principal of Conscience 
To support that Church of which they called themselves 
members. Yet in as much as this was the form of. Govern- 
ment established, either when they came into ye Colony, or 
being natives thereof, when they became disenters from ye 
Church of England, for ye sake of good order, they have 
Patiently submitted to their Grievance, continuing to be Peace- 
able & loyal subjects, always ready & willing to stand up with 
the foremost in the support of Government & in defence 
of the just Right & Property of ye subjects. 

That when it became necessary that the form of Govern- 
ment should be new moddled, in consequence of our having 
thrown off our dependance on the Crown & Parliament of 
Great Britain, your Memorialists flattered themselves that, 
that form of Government, which would secure just & equal 
Right to the subject, would be ye choice of every Individual, 
both from the Consideration of ye Justice & good Policy that 
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would be continued in it, & also from the consideration, that by 
the joint & strenous endeavours of every one our liberty, our 
all must be defended against ye unjust violators thereof, and 
that all thereupon should enjoy equal privilege — 

But observing that there are many, who are violent for a re- 
establishment of the Episcopal Church & having been informed 
that to this end there are Sundry Petitions about to be Pre- 
sented to the house at the next session, signed by the bulk of 
the People, your memorialists Judge it to be their Indispensable 
Duty, as they would not Friendly submit to the oppression of 
former laws, now extinct themselves, and as they would not 
give their assis’t to its being intailed on posterity to be as 
early as they can in Declaring their Disapprobation of any 
form of Government, so extremely partial and absurd— 

Your Memorialists Judge it so extremely hard that any one 
Religious Denomination of people, of the same corrupt nature, 
worshiping the same God, & strugling in the same common 
cause, should be established is by law, in preference to all 
others; & that allowed every other religious section, should be 
obliged to contribute to the support of that Church thus es- 
tablished, while at the same time, it is with great difficulty that 
they can support the Publick worship of God in that way and 
manner, that they Rather choose; that they solemnly declare 
that the same motive, namely liberty, that exerted them to 
venture life & fortune in opposing the measures adopted by the 
King of Parliament of Great Britain, will still Determine 
them to bleed at every vain before they submit to any form of 
Government that may be subversive of these Religious Privi- 
leges that are a natural Right, and that stand nearer every man 
of Principal, than even life itself. And while your Memo- 
rialists Declare this to be their Resolution in Particular, they 
believe it to be ye Resolution of many thousands in this Colony, 
whether they have thought of the Propriety of declaring it 
or not. 

Your Memorialists Desire nothing more, with regard to 
Religious Matters, than that every Religious Denominations 
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may stand on an equal footing, be supported by themselves, 
Independent of each other. This mode of Government, your 
Memorialists conceive, not only to be just & Reasonable in it- 
self ; but to be such as most certainly would have an happy In- 
fluence on the greater purity of the several churches; on their 
more free, and friendly Intercourse with one another and an 
attaching warmly a making all of every denomination to Gov- 
ernment. This would give ample satisfaction. This granted, 
your Memorialists shall ever wish well to the Common Wealth, 
and shall always do every thing in their Power to defend it, 
and to Rear it up in its growing greatness, to that hight of 
Glory to which we one day hope to see it arrive.. Your Memo- 
rialists, therefore, pray this honourable house to take this their 
Memorialists & Declaration under this Consideration & Grant 
them their most Reasonable Request, and your Memorialists 


shall ever Pray.— 


John McClones 
Tho’s Morison 
Simon Ramsy 
Francis Turner 
Francis Montgomery 
James Bell 

Cha’s Massie 

Thos. Stevenson 
W’m Crow 

Joseph Roberts 
Samuel Bell 

David Simson 
Edwert Monslgy 
Ralph Willson 

Ja’s Willson 
William Henderson 
James Brooks 

Tho’s Carpenter Sen? 
John Carpenter 
Allen Simpson 


Jas. Shields 

Tho’s McClean 

Jas. Fitshgerrel 
Thomas Ewers 
Owen Herndon 

John Puckett 

Alex’r Miller 
Thomas Gratt 

Ben. Bryant 

John Lancaster 
Jacob Puckett 
Jeremiah Callahue 
Robert Dinwiddie 
Jas. Dinwiddie Sen’r 
James Dinwiddie Jun’r 
John Sale 

John Aikisson 

John Barnett 

Peter Carter 

Drury Tucker Jun’r 
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William Clark Lindsey Coleman 
Michael McNeely Drury Tucker 
Samuel Dinwiddie W’m Johns 
Sam’! Miller John Penn 
Ben. Carpenter Jesse Mills 
Thos. Carpenter John Christian Buflon 
John Hardie Thomas Ballen 
David Clarke David Woodroof 
John Bording Thomas Matthews 
John Dinwiddie Benjamin Noel 

. Thos. Kallan William Hill 
Alex’ar Henderson Christian Henderson 
John Shields John Scott 
W’m Barnett Charles Reynolds 
Charles Brooke 

[Endorsement] 


1776. Oct. 22. 
Ref’d to Com. of Religion 


Metuopist Petition, Oct. 28, 1776.* 
Ref’d to Com. of Religion 


To The General Convention of Virginia Assembled at Wil- 
liamsburg the 7th day of October 1776—the petition of the 
People Commonly called Methodists humbly sheweth— 


That your petitioners being informed the disenters are pre- 


*Though Methodism in Virginia, as an organization, did not begin 
until shortly before the Revolution, one of its great founders was here 
long before. The Virginia Gazette, under date Williamsburg, Decem- 
ber 21, 1739, has the following: 

‘*On Sunday Morning last, the Rev. Mr. WHITFIELD preach’d at our 
Church, on these Words, What think ye of Christ? There was a num- 
erous Congregation, and ’tis thought there wou’d have been many more, 
if timely Notice had been given of his Preaching. His extraordinary 
Manner of Preaching, gains him the Admiration and Applause of most 
of his Hearers. He is gone to Caro/ina, on his way to Georgia: And 
’tis said he intends to be here again next Afri/ or May.” 


The same paper, January 4-11, 1739, advertises the publication (re- 
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paring to lay a petition before your House for abolishing the 
present Establishment of the Church, and Whereas it may 
be that we also come under the Denomination of Desenters & 
Desire the same thing —We beg leave to set forth that we are 
not Dessenters, but a Religious Society in Communion with 
the Church of England —that we do all in our power to 
strengthen and support the said Church—And as we Conceive 
that very bad Consequences would arise from the abolish- 
ment of the establishment—We therefore pray that as the 
Church of England ever hath been, so it may continue to be 
Established. 

Signed in Behalf of the whole Body of the people Com- 
monly called Methodists in Virginia, consisting of near If 
not altogether three thousand members.— 

Geo. Shadford. 


print) by William Parks, Williamsburg, of a sermon preached by George 
Whitfield, A. B., at the Parish Church of Boxley, in Kent, Whit Sunday, 
June 10, 1739, and published at the request of the Vicar and many of 
the hearers. Originally published in London and sold for the benefit of 
the school-house now erecting for the colliers in Kingwood, near Bristol. 

In Slaughter’s History of Bristol Parish, 23-26, is a sarcastic account 
by a contemporary of Whitfield’s preachings at Blandford Church 
(Petersburg), in April, 1765. 

The actual founder of Methodism in Virginia was Robert Williams, 
who came to America as one of Wesley’s licensed preachers, and deliv- 
ered his first sermon in Norfolk, in 1772. In the next year he went to 
Petersburg. At the first American Conference in Philadelphia, in July, 
1773, Virginia reported one hundred members and two preachers, 
Richard Wright, Norfolk, and Robert Williams, Petersburg. 

In 1774, the first Virginia circuit, Brunswick, reported 218 members to 
the Conference, and from that time the growth of the denomination was 
very rapid. 

George Shadford, the signer of the petition, was born in England, 
January 19, 1739, came to America in 1773, and to Virginia in the sum- 
mer of 1775. He was “‘the chief instrument in the great work which 


broke out in the latter part of 1775 in the counties south of Petersburg.” 
This great revival added largely to the Church. At the beginning of 
hostilities, Mr. Shadford, with several other Methodist ministers, re- 


turned to England. 
Methodists of the present day rarely realize how close their church, 


in its beginning was to that from which it sprang. 
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oF ABRAHAM CowLEy, Nov. I, 1776. 


To the Honorable, the Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House 
of Delegates— 


The Petition of Abraham Cowley humbly sheweth— 

That some-time in the Month of February last, the Pris- 
oners of the 14th Regiment, Tories, Seamen & others, taken 
at Norfolk, were sent to the Town of Richmond, to be de- 
tained as prisoners of war, and quartered at the house of 
your Petitioner, by Turner Southall Esq’r County Lieutenant 
of Henrico, who instructed your Petitioner to board and fur- 
nish with provisions Fuel and other necessaries, as well the 
said prisoners as the guard who attended them. That in con- 
sequence of such directions your Petitioner, provided the 
prisoners aforesaid and the guard over them with a convenient 
house, and furnished them with Provisions and Fire wood, 
hoping & expecting to be allowed a reasonable and adequate 
satisfaction for the same, Colo. Southall having informed your 
Pet’r he would be allowed one shilling p’r man per day for 
victualling the said Prisoners, and full compensation for 
wood, or other articles. That after the said Prisoners were 
removed from the Town of Richmond; your Pet’r attended 
the Comm’e of Safety with his account, for the above, but 
upon settling the same, the Committee disallowed ye Pet’r his 
charge of 32 cord of wood furnished the prisoners at 10/. p’r 
cord amounting to 16é alledging the said wood was furnished 
to cook provisions for the prisoners, and that the allowance of 
1/. p’r man p’r day was full satisfaction for Provisions& wood, 
Whereas y’r Pet’r humbly conceives that as the said wood was 
furnished for the use of the guard and prisoners wholly, and 
not for the purpose of cooking he is justly entitled to an al- 
lowance for the same, and therefore prays the said charge of 
£16 may be allowed him & he as in duty bound will pray &.— 


{Endorsement ] 
Ab: Cowley Rejected 
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MEMORIAL FroM CLERGY OF THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH. 


Memorial from Clergy of the Established Church—1776— 
Nov. 8. Ref’d to Com. of Religion. 


To the Honorable the Speaker and Gentlemen of the Huuse 
of Delegates— 

The Memorial of a considerable number of the Clergy of 
the established Church in Virginia................0eceeees 
setting forth that ycur Memorialists, having understood that 
various Petitions have been presented to the Honorable the 
Assembly, praying the abolition of the established Church in 
this State, wish to represent that when they undertook the 
charge of Parishes in Virginia, they depended on the publick 
Faith for the receiving of that Recompence for their services, 
during Life or good Behaviour, which the Laws of the Land 
promised, a Tenure which to them appears of the same sacred 
nature as that by which every man in the State holds, & has 
secured to him, his private Property; and that such of them, 
as are not yet provided for, entered into Holy Orders—ex- 
pecting to receive the several Emoluments which such relig- 
ious Establishment offered; that from the nature of their 
Education they are precluded from gaining a tolerable sub- 
sistence in any other way of Life: & that therefore they 
think it would be inconsistent with justice, either to deprive 
the present Incumbents of Parishes of any Rights or Profits 
they hold or enjoy; or to cut off from such as are now in 
orders & unbeneficed, those Expectations which originated 
from the Laws of the Land & which have been the means 
of disqualifying them for any other Profession or way of 
Life— 

Also, That though your Memorialists are far from favouring 
Encroachments on the religious Rights of any Sect or Denom- 
ination of men, yet they conceive that a religious Establish- 
ment in a State is conducive to its Peace and Hap- 
piness. They think the opinions of mankind have a very 
considerable influence over their Practice; and _ that 
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it therefore cannot be improper for the legislative Body 
of a State to consider how such opinions as are most conso- 
nant to Reason & of the best Efficacy in human affairs, may 
be propagated and supported. That for their Part are of 
opinion that the Doctrines of Christianity have a greater Ten- 
dency to produce Virtue amongst men than any human Laws 
or Institutions; & that these can be best taught & preserved 
in their Purity in an established Church, which gives En- 
couragements to men to study & acquire a competent know- 
ledge of the Scriptures: and they think that if these great 
Purposes can be answered by a religious Establishment, the 
Hardships which such a Regulation might impose on Individ- 
uals, or even Bodies of men, ought not to be considered. 

Also, That whilst your Memorialists are fully persuaded of 
the good Effects of religious Establishment in general, they 
are more particularly convinced of the Excellency of the 
religious Establishment which has hitherto subsisted in this 
State: 

That they ground their convictions on the Experience of 
150 years, during which Period order & internal Tranquillity, 
true Piety & Virtue have more prevailed than in most other 
Parts of the world; & on the mild & tolerating spirit of the 
Church established, which with all christian charity & Benev- 
olence has regarded Dissenters of every Denomination, & has 
shewn no Disposition to restrain them in the Exercise of their 
Religion: That it appears to your Memorialists that the 
mildness of the church Establishment has heretofore been ac- 
knowledged by those very Dissenters, who now aim at its 
Ruin, many of whom emigrate from other countries to set- 
tle in this, from Motives, we may reasonably suppose, of In- 
terest & Happiness 

Also, That your Memorialists apprehend many bad conse- 
quences from abolishing the church Establishment. They 
cannot suppose, should all Denominations of Christians be 
placed upon a Level, that this Equality will continue, or that 
no attempt will be made by any Sect for the superiority, & 
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they foresee that much confusion, probably civil commotions, 
will attend the contest . They also dread the ascendency of 
that Religion which permits its Professors to threaten De- 
struction to the Commonwealth, in order to serve their own 
private Ends. 

Lastly, That though the justice & Expediency of continuing 
the church Establishment is a matter of which your Memorial- 
ists themselves have no Doubt, yet they wish that the final 
Determination of your honorable House be deferred, till the 
general sentiments of the good People of this Commonwealth 
can be collected, as your Memorialists have the best Reasons 
to believe that a majority of them desire to see the Church Es- 
tablishment continued: as the sentiments of the People 
have been attended to in other Instances, they submit it to 
your consideration, whether some Regard should not be paid 
in their sentiments in a matter, which so nearly concerns 
them, as that of Religion. 


MeEmMoRIAL oF AvuGusta County CoMMITTEE. 


Augusta Memorial Nov. 9th 1776—Ref’d to Committee upon 
State of the Country— 


To the Honorable the President and Gentlemen of The Con- 
vention of the Colony of Virginia— 


The Memorial of the Committee of the County of Augusta 
Humbly sheweth 

That your Memorialists taking into their consideration the 
unhappy and perplexed circumstances in which the cruel & 
unrighteous conduct of the British Ministry and Parliament 
Have thrown all America as well as this Colony Humbly Beg 
leave to observe that there is nothing under Divine favour 
more conducive to our preservation in our present alarming 
situation nor that hath a greater Tendancy for our security & 
future Happiness in all time to come, than a Union of the 
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strength & minds of all order & Degrees of men amongst us, 
who are good members of civil society cemented together, by 
one common Undisscremenating Interest, the only just Vir- 
tuous, and Lasting Bond of civil communities. And whereas 
there is a vast number of Dissenters from the Established 
church in this Colony, almost wholly so on the Frontiers 
whose Duty to God & themselves obliges them to support 
Gospel Ministers of their own profession at the same time that 
they & their Domestick’s are charged with the maintainance 
& all other paroichal charges Incident to the Ministry of the 
Establishment This unequal Burthen is complain’d of as In- 
consistent with the spirit of Taxation, that supposeth all that 
are made subject to such payment, Equaly Interested in all 
the advantages resulting from such Impositions, and Equaly 
Inconsistent with justice & with that Vertious Civil as well as 
religious Liberty that every Christian would wish to enjoy for 
Himself and that ought to be the portion of Every Good mem- 
bers of Society, that such partial Disscremenating Imposi- 
tions besides their Injustice have a manifest Tendancy to al- 
lienate & Imbiter the minds of those that are thus Imposed 
on creating Dissatisfaction & Disscords that Have marked the 
Injustice of such unequal Treatment wherever it has pre- 
vailed in characters Too legible to be passed by unnoticed 
Honorable Gentlemen It is as well to avoid the Injustice, as 
the Dangerous consequences that is the natural Result of op- 
pinions of this nature, that your Memorialists Impressed with 
the strongest sence of the Duty they owe to there Country 
in its present preservation & future Happiness and security 
that they Humbly Beg leave to Pray that the Honorable Con- 
vention would take this Interesting subject under their Con- 
sideration, and Grant such Emidiate & speedy relief There in 
as may best corospond with Christian Liberty & with Those 
noble & Vertious sentiments that ought, and we hope Does 
animate the Hearts of every Vertious American now strugling 
in Defence of the Common Rights of Mankind & such as may 
Transmitt your names, your Vertues and Fortitude, To all 
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aplauding Generations whilst an American Exists—Honorable 
Gentlemen your Memorialists are with the greatest Respect 


and Veneration 


Your most Dutifull 
Most obedient 

Humble Servants 
Tho’s Lewis 
Sam Mathews 
Sam’! McDowell 
N. Thompson 
Mich’! Bowyer 
Alexander Sinclair 
W’m Bowyer 
Ja’s Tate 
William McPheeters 
John Gilmor 
William Stephenson 
Will’m Lewis 
John Cyle Jun’r 
James Steel 
Abr’m Smith 


(TO BE CONTINUED. } 
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VIRGINIA IN 1656-1658. 


(Abstracts by W. N. SarnssBury, and copies in the McDonald and De 
Jarnette Papers, Virginia State Library.) 


(CONTINUED) 


ORDER IN REGARD TO CRIMINALS, VAGRANTS, &c., 
AuG. 14, 1656. 


Order of his Highness & the Council. 


Notwithstanding the directions given for securing the peace 
of the Commonwealth touching the apprehending & disposing 


of lewd and dangerous persons, rogues, vagrants and other — 


idle persons who have no way of livelihood and refuse to 
work or employ themselves in any honest calling, yet there 
hath not been that fruit that was expected but on the con- 
trary numbers of them do exceedingly increase to the great 
_annoyance of the Country and the endangering of men’s per- 
sons & estates. And being sensible how much it would con- 
duce to the preventing of those many robberies, thefts, burg- 
laries, murders and other mischiefs which are daily committed 
by such lewd and dissolute persons if an effectual course 
were taken for the apprehending & proceeding with them ac- 
cording to the said orders the Commis’rs are earnestly recom- 
mended to use their utmost endeavors for apprehending all 
such persons and to treat with Merchants or others for trans- 
porting them to the English Plantations in America on security 
that they shall not return into this Commonwealth without 
leave from his Highness & and the Council. 


(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 105, pp. 329-331.) 
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Petition oF THomas CotcLouGcH, AuG. 19, 1656.* 


Petition of Thomas Colclough of London, Merchant trading 
for Virginia to the Lord Protector and his Council Has, 
with others, freighted the Anthony for a merchandizing voy- 
age to Virginia & provided thirty quarters of malt to be trans- 
ported in her, amongst much other lading, for the necessary 
use and supply of the English Plantations there—Prays for 
license for transportation of said malt in said ship paying 
duties for same according to the book of rates. 

Indorsed. “R. 19. Aug. 1656. Ord’r 26.” 


(Colonial Papers, Vol. 13. No. 12.) 
[Consent was granted on condition that Colclough paid the 


usual duties. ] 


OrbDER OF HIS HicHNneEss & Councit, Dec. 17, 1656. 


Upon reading a Certificate from the Committee of Trade 
in pursuance of the Council’s Order of 31 July last whereby 
it was referred to them to consider of the petitions of Richard 
Bennet and Samuel Mathews, Agents for Virginia and the 
rest of the Plantations in the Bay of Chesapeake with the 
Representation of the Gov’r Council and Burgesses of the 
Grand Assembly in Virginia and a Report from the Lords 
Commiss’rs Whitelocke and Widdrington upon petition of 
Cecilius Lord Baltemore made to the Council in pursuance 
of a reference from his Highness, Ordered that said Certifi- 
cate and that whole matter be referred to the Committee of 
the Council for Foreign Plantations who are to speak therein 
with the parties and to report to the Council what they shall 
conceive fit to be done upon the whole business, as also to 
consider of what was now proposed by the Lord Deputy 
and the Lord Deputy is added to that Committee. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 105, pp. 581-2.) 


* Thomas Colclough was brother of George Colclough, of Northum- 
berland county, Va., who represented that county in the House of Bur- 
gesses in 1658-9. George Colclough married Ursula, widow of Col. John 
Mottram, of Northumberland. | 
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OrpeR IN REGARD TO PASSENGERS TO VIRGINIA, AuG., 1657. 


Report of Colonel White and Major Miller [of the Com- 
mittee for America] to [the Council.] Have in pursuance 
of their Order been on board the Conquer and taken an ac- 
count of what passengers are therein embarked and upon 
what terms and how they were enticed on board and have 
in the foregoing List inserted some brief account thereof. 
Also demanded that those persons that are unwilling to go 
be set on shore but the master, mate and boatswain refused 
them only the two soldiers were delivered the others remain 
still on board, notwithstanding their Honors command were 
left in writing they are not delivered. 


Indorsed. “Ord’r 14 Aug. 1657.” 
(Colonial Papers, Vol. 13, no. 29.) 


Persons KIDNAPPED By “SpIRITS’* TO BE SENT TO VIRGINIA. 
Aucust 6, 1657. 


The Names of several persons on board the Conquer bound 
for Virginia, taken by the Spirits. There are eleven persons 
described, here is the account of one, viz—Robert Person, 
30 years of age, enticed by spirits (not known) who got him 
to go to drink in Smithfield and so brought him on board at 
12 of the clock at night pretending to have been to his own 
lodgings. He came out of Yorkshire, from a place called 
Holden to help a driver having never been at London before, 
also Mary Cooper aged 24 years was going to the Office 


* During a large part of the seventeenth century, before negro slaves 
became abundant, there was such a demand for white laborers in Vir- 
ginia that it was not only supplied by legitimate means of inducing such 
people to go to Virginia to become indentured servants to the planters, 
but there were many instances of kidnapping. Those whocarried on this 
nefarious occupation were known, from the great secrecy which was re- 
quired, as ‘‘spirits.” For documents in regard to cases in 1618 see this 
Magazine, VI, 228-230; see also Bruce’s Economic History of Virginia 
in the Seventeenth Century, 1, 613-618. Kidnapping was done not only 
for Virginia, but all of the other American Colonies. 
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7 on the back side of the Exchange to enquire for a service 
j and there met with a woman who promised her a place af 
Virginia a little below Gravesend and sent her on board by 
a Waterman and keeps her clothes So that she’s not much 
unwilling to go if she had them, again, Elizabeth Smaldridge 
22 years of age was spirited on board by Edward Gyles, Sol- 
dier, under pretence of helping her to a service and is will- 
] ing to go if she had her clothes. Also. The names of the 
| persons hereafter mentioned went voluntarily on board the 
Conquer, viz. John Andrewes, Dutchman, George Walker, 
14 years of age put on board by his Mother in law, Edward 
q Cooke 18 years of age, Judith Musicke aged 17 years Anne 
a Smith aged 17 years Robert Mackewe Scotsman aged 21. 
a Elliener Riden 18 years, Thomas Richards, aged 21. Ellis 
Nicholls, 23 years, Mary Clarke, aged 20 years. Elizabeth 
Helinge aged 24. Violet Nelson aged 22. John Fowler 
aged 19. Elizabeth Daggett aged 22. Raphe Fishborne aged 
17. 3 PP- 
(Colonial Papers, Vol. 13, no. 29, I.) 


ORDER OF HIS HicHness & CounciL, AuG. 14, 1657. 


On consideration of a return made in pursuance of the 
Council’s Order of the 6th Inst (which see) from Lt. Col. 
Francis White and Major Miller, certifying that upon in- 
forming themselves concerning the passengers shipped in the 
Conquer now bound for the West Indies [Virginia] they, 
found the persons after named to be unduly enticed aboard 
a and there continued against their wills, viz: Wm. Adrian, 

iq Stephen Bell, Robt. Person, Jonas Baine, Richard Edmondes, 
. a Francis Folkes, Anne Kelner, Wm. Woodal Johnson, Gravell 

a Rouse, a Spaniard, Mary Cooper, Elizabeth Smalldridge. 

i Ordered that said ship be suffered to depart and proceed on 

her voyage, the said former order notwithstanding, the Master 

i first setting on shore the persons before named or such of 

7. them as remain unwilling to go the voyage. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 106, p. 84.) 
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PETITION OF WILLIAM ALLEN AND OTHERS, MERCHANTS 
TRADING TO VIRGINIA TO THE LorD PRoTectTorR & 
HIs CounciL. Sept. 8, 1657. 


That shoes and boots & other commodities made of English 
leather being by the laws prohibited to be exported into 
Foreign Parts, Virginia and other English Plantations being 
not able to subsist without such commodities and having no 
supplies from other parts licenses have usually been granted 
for transportation of a certain number of shoes to supply their 
necessities. Petitioners having now divers ships intended for 
those parts, pray for a license to transport thither three thou- 
sand dozen pairs of shoes paying the duties for the same. 


Indorsed. “Rec. 8 Sept. 1657. Ord’r 15 Sept. 1657.” 
(Colonial Papers, Vol. 13, no. 32.) 
[Permission was given. ] 


PETITION OF HuMPpHRy LEE TO HIS HIGHNEsS’ CoUNCIL, 
Sept., 1657. Is bound to the Plantation of Virginia and is 
desirous to furnish the English Planters with boots and shoes. 
Prays for a Warrant for transportation of four or five hun- 
dred dozen of shoes and boots. 

Indorsed. “Ord’r 15 Sept. 1657.” 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 13, no. 33.) 

[Permission was given. ] 


ORDER OF HIS HicHNness & CounciL, Dec. 1, 1657. 


His Highness did this day deliver to the Council a Report 
from the Committee for his Highness’ affairs in America and 
a paper signed by several Merchants annexed, concerning the 
government of Virginia. Ordered that it be referred to the 
Committee of the Council for the business of Jamaica to 
consider of the said Report and paper and as soon ag may be 
to offer their opinion to the Council. And in order there- 
unto they are desired to meet speedily. 


(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 106, p. 307.) 
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Orper oF HIS HicHNness & Councit, Dec. 18, 1657. 


Colonel Sydenham represents from the Committee of the 
Council for Jamaica to whom the report from the Committee 
for his Highness in America, concerning Virginia was re- 
ferred. That by the said Report and a paper thereunto an- 
nexed and signed by several Merchants trading to Virginia, 
the Gov’r of Virginia is set forth to have been a long time 
unsettled, by reason whereof and for want of sufficient Com- 
missions & authorities from hence the hopeful improvements 
there receive no advance or encouragement, whereupon said 
Com’tee for America do propose it as necessary That some 
fit person be sent thither by his Highness as Governor* & do 
nominate Mr. Edward Diggs in that behalf, as one that would 
satisfy all parties and interests among them & desire that (the 
last ships of this year being forthwith to go away thither) 


*Their dislike for monarchial institutions and enthusiastic love for 
what they regarded as a republic, together with their ignorance of many 
records which have since come to light, induced Burk and Hening to 
give what is probably far from an exact justice of the freedom of Vir- 
ginia between 1652 and 1660. They state that the Colony chose its own 
governors and managed its own affairs practically without interference 


from England. 


It is true that Parliament and the Protector were too much occupied 
with more weighty and pressing business to exercise much control 
over the internal affairs of Virginia, but it is also probable that their 
influence was really much greater than Burk and Hening believed. 
When the Parliamentary fleet set out to reduce Virginia and the 
other loyal Colonies, Richard Bennett, one of the commissioners, bore 
a sealed letter from the Council of State which was not to be 
opened until Virginia was reduced. (Virginia Magazine, XI, 40.) The 
contents of this letter are not known; but as Bennett was imme- 
diately chosen governor by the Virginia Assembly, it is a fair 
inference that it contained an order or request to that effect. No 
evidence has, as yet, come to light showing the reasons for the elec- 
tion of Governor Edward Digges on March 31, 1655, but the text shows 
that he was believed to be persona grata to the English Government. 
When it was decided to send Digges to England as agent for the 
Colony, Samuel Matthews was, on March 31, 1657-8, chosen to succeed 
him as governor. This election is explicitly stated to be “ untill the 
further pleasure of the supreme power in England shali be known.” 
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his Highness will at least nominate a Governor, that the Coun- 
try may have intelligence thereof, and the minds of all con- 
cerned be the better satisfied. Ordered that it be offered to 
his Highness as the advice of the Council that his Highness 
will please to nominate such a person to be Governor of Vir- 
ginia as his Highness shall think fit. 


(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 106, p. 358.) 


ORDER OF THE PROTECTOR AND CouNcIL, May 20, 1658. 


Order of his Highness & Council, on petition of the Mer- 
chants, Planters and Traders to the English Plantations in 
America, especially to Virginia, concerning the prohibiting, 
suppressing and destroying the planting tobacco in England, 
that pet’rs find notwithstanding the prohibition and restraint, 
that several people in diver’s parts of this nation are at this 
time preparing vast quantities of ground and seed to the mani- 
fest contempt of his Highness’ authority and the lawes in 
that case made and provided, Ordered that a letter be written 
to the Justices of Peace for the respective Counties to put 
the Act of Parliament of 1 April 1652 in effectual execu- 
tion and requiring all persons both Civil and Military to be 
aiding and assisting theren. 


(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 106, p. 629.) 


ORDER OF HIS HIGHNEss & CouNCIL, JULY 22, 1658. 


On petition of divers merchants masters and others trading 
to Virginia, That the Com’rs of the Customs permit two thou- 
sand dozen of shoes to be shipped and transported for the use 
of the inhabitants of Virginia in the following ships,, viz: 

Wm. & John, Rich. Holdman, Mast’r. 

The Honor, John Prise, Master. 

John & Katherine, John Miller, Mast’r. 

The Recovery, Rich. Husband Mast’r. 

The Dove, Sam Groome, Mast’r. 

The Golden Lyon, Christ’r Eveling, M’r. 
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The Margaret, Robt. Fox, Mast’r. 
The Relief, John Tully, Mast’r. 


The Recovery, John Young, Mast’r 
& the James River Merc ant, Edward Gunnell, Mast’r, all 


bound for Virginia, that is to say, two hundred dozen in each 
ship. 
(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 106, p. 762.) 


PETITION OF THE MERCHANTS AND TRADERS TO VIRGINIA AND 
THE REST OF THE ENGLISH PLANTATIONS IN AMERICA TO 
HIS HiGHNEsS’ Privy CounciL, AuG. 3, 1658. 


That whereas their Lordship have upon mature consideration 
given order for enforcing the good laws and orders of State 
for the suppressing of the planting of English tobacco, and 
whereas divers persons have now in a hostile manner re- 
belliously opposed the execution of said laws & orders Peti- 
tioners duly considering the manifold inconveniences which 
must necessarily follow to this Commonwealth and the Colony 
of Virginia if such laws and orders be not effectually & in- 
stantly prosecuted, pray their Lordships will give directions 
to such a force as shall be necessary to destroy the said to- 
bacco and secure the peace of the Country. 

Signed by Edward Digges, Robt. Lewellin, Sam. Harwar, 
Rich. Chandler, Henry Richards, Wm. Allen, Rich. Lee, 
Arthur Bayly & Thos. Colclough. 

Indorsed. “R. 3. Aug. 1658. Ord’d 3. Aug. 1658.” 


(Colonial Papers, Vol. 13, no. 48.) 
(TO BE CONTINUED. ) 
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MISCELLANEOUS COLONIAL DOCUMENTS. 


FRoM THE ORIGINALS IN THE VIRGINIA STATE ARCHIVES. 


(CONTINUED. 


FarrFAx County RESOLUTIONS.* 


Fairfax Resolutions, 18 July, 1774. 
[ Endorsed } 


For George Washington Esqr. 
& 
Charles Broadwater Gent. 


At a general Meeting of the Freeholders & Inhabitants of 
the County of Fairfax, at the Court House in the Town 
of Alexandria on Monday the 18th day of July 1774— 


George Washington Esq’r Chairman 
Robert Harrison Gent. Clerk of thé said Meeting 


Ist. Resolved, that this Colony and Dominion of Virginia 
cannot be considered as a Conquered Country: and if it was 
that the present Inhabitants are the descendants, not of the 
Conquered, but of the Conquerors.—That the same was not 
settled at the National expence of England, but at the private 
expence of the Adventurers, our Ancestors, by Solemn Com- 
pact with, and under the auspices and protection of the British 
Crown; upon which we are in every respect, as Dependent, 
as the People of Great Britain, and in the same manner sub- 
ject to all his Majesties just, legal, and Constitutional prerog- 
atives. 


* These resolutions were written by George Mason. They have been 
printed in Miss Rowland’s, Life of George Mason, appendix to Vol. I, 
(see also pp. 172-173), and probably elsewhere; but it is not believed 
that this is a reason for omitting such a notable document from this 
series. 
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That our Ancestors, when they left their Native Land, and 
settled in America, brought with them (even, If the same had 
not been confirmed by Charters) the Civil Constitution and 
form of Government of the Country they came from: And 
were by the Laws of Nature & Nations, entitled to all its 
priviledges, immunities and advantages: which have descended 
to us, their Posterity, and ought of right, to be as fully en- 
joyed, as if we had still continued within the Realm of Eng- 


land. 

2d Resolved, That the most important and valuable part 
of the British Constitution, upon which, its very existence 
depends, is the fundamental principle, of the peoples being 
Governed, by no Laws, to which they have not given their 
Consent, by Representatives freely chosen by themselves: who 
are affected by the Laws they enact, equally with their Con- 
stituents: to whom they are accountable, and whose Burthens 
they share: In which consists the Safety and Happiness of 
the Community. For, If this part of the Constitution was 
taken away, or materially altered, the Government must degen- 
erate, either into an absolute and despotic Monarchy, or a 
Tyrannical Aristocracy, and the freedom of the People be 
annihilated. 

3d Resolved, therefore, as the Inhabitants of the American 
Colonies, are not, and from their Situation, cannot be repre- 
sented in the British Parliament, That the Legislative power 
here, can of right be Exercised only by our provincial Assem- 
blies or Parliaments; Subject to the Assent or Negative of 
the British Crown, to be declared within some proper limited 
Time. But as it was thought just, and Reasonable, that the 
People of Great Britain should reap Advantages from the 
Colonies,—adequate to the protection they Afforded them; 
The British Parliament have claimed and Exercised the power 
of regulating our Trade & Commerce, so as to restrain our 
Importing from foreign Countries, such Articles as they could 
furnish us with, of their own Growth or Manufacture, or Ex- 
porting to foreign Countries, such Articles and portions of 
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our produce, as Great Britain stood in need of, for her own 
Consumption or Manufacturers. Such a power, directed with 
Wisdom and moderation, seems necessary for the general good 
of that great Body Politic, of which we are a part; altho in 
some degree repugnant to the principles of the Constitution. 
Under this Idea, our Ancestors submitted to it. The Ex- 
perience of more than a Century, during the Government of 
his Majesties Royal Predecessors, hath proved its utility: and 
the reciprocal benefits flowing from it, produced mutual, un- 
interrupted Harmony and good will, between the Inhabitants 
of Great Britain and her Colonies ; who during that long period, 
allways Considered themselves, as one and the same people; 
and tho’ such a power is capable of abuse, and in some in- 
stances hath been stretched beyond the Original design and 
institution; Yet to avoid Strife and Contention with our fel- 
low Subjects, and strongly impressed with the Experience of 
mutual benefits, we allways chearfully acquiesced in It, while 
the Intire regulation of our Internal policy, and Giving & 
Granting our own money, were preserved to our own provin- 
cial Legislatures. 

4th Resolved, That it is the duty of these Colonies, on all 
emergencies, to Contribute, in proportion to their Abilities, 
situation and Circumstances, to the necessary charge of Sup- 
porting and defending the British Empire, of which they are 
a part. That while we are treated upon an equal footing 
with our fellow Subjects, the motives of self interest and pre- 
servation, will be a sufficient Obligation, as was evident thro’ 
the course of the last War; and that no argument can be 
fairly applied, to the British Parliament’s taxing us, upon a 
presumption, that we should refuse, a just and reasonable Con- 
tribution, but will equally Operate, in justification, of the 
Executive power’s Taxing the people of England, upon a 
Supposition, of their Representatives refusing, to Grant the 
necessary Supplies. 


5th Resolved, That the claim, lately assumed and exercised 
by the British Parliament, of making all such Law as they 
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think fit, to Govern the people of these Colonies, and to Ex- 
tort from us, our money, without our Consent, is not only 
diametrically contrary to the first principles of the Consti- 
a tution, and the Original Compacts, by which we are dependent ) 
n upon the British Crown & Government, but is totally incom- 
} patible with the priviledges of a free people, and the natural 
rights of mankind: will render our own Legislatures, merely 
a nominal and nugatory, and is calculated, to reduce us, from 
ad a state of freedom & happiness, to Slavery & misery. 
6th Resolved, That Taxation, and Representation, are in 
3 their nature inseparable: That the right of withholding, or 
q Giving & Granting their own money is the only effectual 
4 Security to a free People, against the Incroachments of Des- 
potism, & Tyranny, and that whenever they yield the one, 
they must quickly fall a prey to the other. 
is 7th Resolved, that the powers over the people of America, 
ig now claimed by the British House of Commons, in whose 
a Election, we have no share; on whose determinations, we 
can have no Influence; whose Information, must be always 
defective, and often false: who in many instances, may have 
a separate, and in some, an opposite Interest to ours; and who 
are removed from those Impressions of Tenderness & Compas- 
sion, arising from personal intercourse, and Connexions, which 
soften the rigours of the most dispotick Governments, must, 
if Continued, Establish the most grievous and intollerable 
species of Tyranny, and Oppression, that was ever Inflicted 
upon Mankind. 
7 | 8th Resolved, That it is our greatest wish and Inclination, 
q as well as Interest, forever to Continue our Connexion with, 
a and dependence upon the British Government: But tho we 
are its Subjects, we will use every means, which Heaven hath 
given us, to prevent our becoming its slaves. 

oth Resolved, That there is a premeditated design and Sys- 
tem, formed and pursued by the British Ministry, to Introduce 
an Arbitrary Government into his Majesty’s American Do- 
minions; to which end they are Artfully prejudicing our 
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Sovereign, and Inflaming the minds of our Fellow Subjects 
in Great Britain, by propagating the most malevolent false-. 
hoods: particularly that there is an Intention in the American 
Colonies, to set up for Independent States; Endeavoring at 
the same time, by various Acts of Violence and Oppression ; 
by sudden and repeated Dissolutions of our Assemblies, when- 
ever they presume to examine the IIlegality of Ministerial 
Mandates, or deliberate on the violated rights of their Con- 
stituents; and by breaking in upon the American Charters, 
to reduce us to a State of desperation, and dissolve the Origi- 
nal Compacts, by which our Ancestors bound themselves, and 
their posterity, to remain dependent upon the British Crown; 
which measures unless effectually counteracted, will end in the 
ruin, of both Great Britain and her Colonies. 

10th Resolved, That the Several Acts of Parliament, for 
raising a Revenue upon the people of America, without their 
Consent; the creating new and dangerous Jurisdictions here; 
The taking away our Trials by Juries; The Ordering persons 
upon Criminal Accusations, to be tryed in another Country 
than that, in which the Fact is charged to have been Com- 
mitted; The Act Inflicting Ministerial Vengance upon the 
Town of Boston, and the two Bills lately brought into Parlia- 
ment, for abrogating the Charter of the Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, and for the protection and encouragement of 
Murderers in the said Province, are part of the above men- 
tioned, inquitous System. That the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Boston, are now Suffering in the Common cause of all 
British America, and are justly Intitled to its Support and 
Assistance; and Therefore that a Subscription ought imme- 
diately to be opened, and proper persons appointed in every 
County in this Colony, to purchase provisions, and Consign 
them to some Gentlemen of Character in Boston, to be dis- 
tributed among the poorer sort of People there. 

11th Resolved, That we will Cordially Join with our Friends 
& Brethren of this, and the other Colonies, in such measures 
as shall be judged most effectual, for procvring a Redress 
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of our Grievances; and that upon obtaining such redress, If 
the Destruction of the Tea at Boston, be regarded, as an In- 
vasion of private property, we shall be willing to Contribute, 
towards paying the East India Company, the Value; But as 
we Consider the said Company, as the Tools and Instruments 
of Oppression in the hands of Government, and the cause of 
our present distress, It is the Opinion of this meeting, that 
the people of these Colonies should forbear all further deal- 
ings with them; by refusing to purchase any of their Mer- 
chandize, untill that peace, safety and good Order, which they 
have disturbed, be perfectly restored. And that all Tea now 
in this Colony, or which shall be imported into it, shipped 
before the first day of Sept’r next, shou’d be deposited in some 
Store House, to be Appointed by the respective Committees 
of each County, untill a Sufficient sum of money be raised 
by Subscription, to reimburse the owners, the Value, and then 
to be publickly burnt and destroyed ; and if the same shall not 
be paid for, and destroyed, as aforesaid, That it remain in 
the custody of the said Committees, at the risque of the own- 
ers, untill the Act of Parliament, imposing a Duty upon it, 
for raising a Revenue in America, be repealed; and immedi- 
ately afterwards be delivered, unto the Several proprietors 
thereof, their Agents or Attorneys. 

12th Resolved, That, nothing will so much Contribute, to 
defeat the Pernicious designs of the Common Ennemies of 
Great Britain & her Colonies, as a firm union of the latter; 
who ought to regard every Act of Violence or Oppression, in- 
flicted upon any one of them, as aimed at all; and to Effect 


this desirable purpose, that a Congress should be appointed, 


to Consist of deputies from all the Colonies to concert a Gen- 
eral & uniform plan, for the Defence and preservation of our 
Common rights, and Continuing the Connection and depend- 
ence of the said Colonies upon Great Britain, under a just, 
lenient, permanent, and constitutional form of Governmet. 
13th Resolved, That our most sincere & cordial thanks be 
given to the Patrons and Friends of Liberty in Great Britain, 
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for their Spirited & Patriotic conduct, in support of our Con- 
stitutional rights & priviledges, and their generous efforts, to 
prevent the present distress & Calamity of America. 

14th Resolved. That every little jarring interest & dispute, 
which has ever happened, between these Colonies, should be 
buried in eternal Oblivion; that all manner of Luxury and 
extravagance, ought immediately to be laid aside, as totally 
inconsistent, with the threatning and gloomy prospect before 
us; that it is the Indispensable duty of all the Gentlemen & 
men of fortune, to set examples of temperance, fortitude, 
frugality and Industry: and give every encouragement in their 
power, particularly, by Subscriptions & premiums to the Im- 
provement of Arts & Manufacturers in America; That great 
care and Attention, should be had, to the Cultivation of Flax, 
Cotton and other materials for Manufactures: and we recom- 
mend it to such of the Inhabitants, who have large Stocks of 
Sheep, to sell to their Neighbours at a Moderate price, as the 
most certain means of speedily increasing our breed of Sheep, 
and quantity of Wool. 

15th Resolved. That until American Grievances be re- 
dressed, by restoration of our just rights and priviledges, no 
Goods or Merchandize whatsoever, ought to be imported into 
this Colony, which shall be shipped from Great Britain, after 
the first day of September next, Except Linnens not exceed- 
ing fifteen pence pr yard, coarse Woolen Cloth, not exceeding 
Two shillings Sterling pr yard, Nails, Wire and Wire Cards, 
Needles & Pins, paper, Salt petre & Medicines, which may be 
imported, untill the first day of September, One thousand 
Seven Hundred & Seventy Six. And, If any Goods or Mer- 
chandize, other than those hereby excepted, should be shipped 
from Great Britain, after the time aforesaid, to this Colony, 
that the same immediately upon their Arrival, should either 
be sent back again, by the Owners, their Agents, or Attorneys, 
or Stored, and deposited in some Warehouse, to be appointed 
by the Committee of each respective County, and there kept, 
at the risque and charge of the Owners, to be delivered to 
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them, their Agents or Factors, when a free importation of 
Goods hither shall take place. And that the Merchants & 
Venders of Goods & Merchandize, within this Colony, ought 
not to take advantage of our present distress, but continue to 
sell the Goods & Merchandize which they now have, or which 
may be shipped to them, before the first day of September 
next, at the same rates and prices, they have been accustomed 
to do, within One Year last past; And if any person shall 
sell such Goods or any other terms, than above expressed, 
That no Inhabitant of this Colony, should at any time forever 
thereafter deal with him, his Agent, factor or Storekeeper, 
for any Commodity whatsoever. 

16th Resolved. That it is the Opinion of this Meeting, that 
the Merchants and Venders of Goods and Merchandize, within 
this Colony, should take an Oath, not to sell or dispose of 
any Goods or Merchandize whatsoever, which may be shipped 
from Great Britain, after the first day of September next as 
aforesaid, Except the Articles before Excepted: And that 
they will, upon receipt of such prohibited Goods, either send 
the same, back again by the first Opportunity, or deliver them 
to the Committees in the respective Counties, to be deposited 
in some Warehouse, at the risque and charge of the owners, 
until they, their Agents, or Factors shall be Permitted, to take 
them away by the said Committees ; That the names of those 
who shall refuse to take such Oath, be Advertized by the 
respective Committees, in the Counties, wherein they reside. 
And to the end that the Inhabitants of this Colony may know 
what Merchants & Venders of Goods & Merchandize, shall 
have taken such Oath, That the respective Committees should 


" grant a Certificate thereof, to every such person who shall 


take the same. a 

17th Resolved. That it is the Opinion of this meeting, that 
during our present difficulties and distress, no Slaves ought 
to be imported into any of the British Colonies on this Conti- 
nent. And we take this Opportunity of declaring our most 
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earnest wishes, to see an entire Stop forever put to such a 
Wicked, Cruel & unnatural Trade. 

18th Resolved, that no kind ‘of Lumber should be Exported 
from this Colony to the West Indies, untill America be re- 
stored to her Constitutional rights and Liberties. If the other 
Colonies will accede to a like resolution; and that it be recom- 
mended to the General Congress, to appoint as early a day 
as possible, for Stoping such export. 

19th Resolved. That it is the Opinion of this meeting, If 
American Grievances be not redressed, before the first day of 
November, One Thousand’ seven Hundred & Seventy five, 
That all Exports of produce from the Several Colonies to 
Great Britain, should cease; And to carry the said Resolu- 
tion more effectually into Execution, that we will not. plant 
or Cultivate any Tobacco after the Crop now growing: pro- 
vided the same Measure shall be adopted by the other Colonies 
on this Continent, as well those who have heretofore made 
Tobacco, as those who have not. And it is our Opinion also, 
If the Congress of Deputies from the several Colonies, shall 
adopt the Measure of Non Exportation to Great Britain, as 
the people will be thereby disabled from paying their Debts, 
that no Judgment should be rendered by the, Courts in the 
said Colonies, for any Debt, after Information of the said 
Measures being determined upon. 

20th Resolved. That it is the Opinion of this Meeting, that 
a solemn Covenant and Assotiation, should be entered into 
by the Inhabitants of all the Colonies upon Oath, that they 
will not after the times, which shall be respectively agreed 
on, at the General Congress, Export any manner of Lumber 
to the West Indies, nor any of their produce to Great Britain, 
or sell or dispose of the same, to any person who shall not 
have entered into the said Covenant & Association: and also, 
that they will not import or Receive any Goods or Merchan- 
dize, which shall be Shipped from Great Britain, after the first 
day of September next, other than the before enumerated Ar- 
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ticles; nor buy or purchase any Goods, except as before ex- 
cepted, of any person whatsoever, who shall not have taken 
the Oath, herein before recommended to be taken, by the 
Merchants & Venders of Goods; nor buy or purchase any 
Slaves hereafter imported, into any Part of this Continent, 
untill a free exportation and Importation be again resolved 
on, by a Majority of the Representatives or Deputies of the 
Colonies, And that the Respective Committees of the Counties 
in each Colony, so soon as the Covenant and Association shall 
become General, Publish by Advertisements in their Several 
Counties, a list of the names of those (If any such there shall 
be) who will not accede thereto; That such Traitors to their 
Country, may be publickly known & detested. 

21st Resolved. That it is the Opinion of this Meeting, that 
this and the other Associating Colonies, should break off all 
Trade, Intercourse & dealing, with that Colony, Province or 
Town, which shall decline or refuse to agree to the plan, 
which shall be Adopted by the General Congress. 

22d Resolved. That should the Town of Boston, be forced 
to submit, to the late Cruel and Oppressive Measures of Gov- 
ernment, That we shall not hold the same to be binding upon 
us; but will, notwithstanding, religiously maintain & inviola- 
bly Adhere, to such measures as shall be concerted by the 
General Congress, for the preservation of our Lives, liberties 
& fortunes. 

23. Resolved. That it be Recommended to the Deputies of 
the General Congress, to draw up and Transmit, an humble 
and Dutiful Petition & Remonstrance to his Majesty, Assert- 
ing with decent firmness, our just & constitutional rights and 
priviledges; lamenting the fatal necessity of being compelled 
to enter into measures disgusting to his Majesty and his 
Parliament, or injurious to our fellow Subjects in Great Bri- 
tain; declaring in the strongest Terms, our duty and Affec- 
tion to his Majesties person, family & Government, and our 
desire forever to Continue our dependence upon Great Britain; 
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And most humbly Conjuring & beseeching his Majesty, not 
to reduce his faithful Subjects of America, to a State of des- 
peration, and to reflect, that from our Sovereign, there can be 
but one Appeal, and It is the Opinion of this Meeting, that 
after such Petition & Remonstrance shall have been presented 
to his Majesty, the same should be printed in the public 
Papers, in all the Principal Towns in Great Britain. 

24th Resolved, That George Washington Esquire and 
Charles Broadwater Gent, lately Elected our Representatives, 
to serve in the General Assembly, attend the Convention at 
Williamsburg, on the first day of August, next, and present 
these Resolves, as the Sense of the people of this County, 
upon the measures proper to be taken in the present alarming 
and dangerous Situation of America. 

25th Resolved, That George Washington Esq’r, John West, 
George Mason, William Ramsay, William Rumney, George 
Gilpin, Rob’t Hanson Harrison, John Carlyle, Rob’t Adam, 
John Dalton, Philip Alexander, James Kirk, Wm. Brown, 
Cha’s Broadwater, William Payne, Martin Cockburn, Lee 
Massey, William Hartshorne, Tho’s Triplet, Charles Alexan- 
der, Thomas Pollard, Townshend Dade jr, Edward Payne, 
Henry Gunnell & Thomas Lewis, be a Committee of this 
County; That they or a Majority of them, on any emergency, 
have power to call a General Meeting, and to Concert & Adopt 
such Measures as may be thought most expedient and Neces- 
sary. 

26th Resolved, that a Copy of these proceedings, be Trans- 
mitted to the Printers at Williamsburg to be Published. 


Rost. Harrison, Clk. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ORDERS 
For the Main Army under Washington. 1778-1779. 


(From Originals in the Collection in the Virginia Historical Society.) 


(CONTINUED. ) 


Head Quarters English Town, June 30, ’78. 


Maj’r General tomorrow Lee 

Brigadier Smallwood 

F. O. Colo Brewer Lt Colo Olney & Maj’r Winslow 
Brigade Major Smith 

Bringer up Lt Colo Mead 


The Men are to wash themselves this afternoon and ap- 
pear as Clean & decent as possibl. 7 O Clock this evening 
is appointed that we may Publickly unite in thanks given to 
the Supreme disposer of human event for the Victory that 
was Obtained on Sunday over the flower of the British Army. 
—Accurate Returns ef the Killed Wounded and Missing in 
the Battle of Monmouth are immediately to be made to the 
Adj’t General—The Troops are to be Completed with Pro- 
vision for tomorrow and have it Cook to Day—The whole 
Army except Maxwells Brigade is to move at 2 O Clock to 
morrow Morning and every thing is to be in the most Per- 


~ fect readyness to night— Gen’l Maxwell will apply at Head 


Quarters for perticular Orders—Complaint haveing been made 
to the Commander in Chief that Certain Persons belonging 
to the Army have Ciezed the property of the Enhabitants 
which had been Consealed in Order to escape, the ravage 
of the Enimy he Calls upon the Commanding Officers of 
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Corps to order a strict search of the Soldiers Packs at Parade 
time that the offenders may be discovered and brought to 
Condine punishment—such articles as may be found agreea- 
ble to List left at the Adjutant Generals are to be sent to 
his Office that thay may be restored to the owners— 

The General further Gives notice that the detestable Crime 
of marodeing will be henceforward punished with instant 
Death. 


Head Quarters Spotswood July 1, 78. 


Maj’r Gen’l to Morrow Marquis De Le Fayett 
Brigadier Scott 

F. O. Colo Siely L’t Colo Sherman & Major Hight 
Brigade Major Hitchcock 

Bringer up L’t Colonel Butler 


The General will beat at 12 O Clock and the Troop half 
past 12 and the March begins at one. The Troops are in 
the mean time to take as much sleep and refreshment as possi- 
ble that they may be prepaired—A Gen’l Court Martial 
whereof La Sterling is President is to set in Brunswick to 
Morrow the hour and place to be appointed by the President 
for the Tryal of Maj’r Gen’l Lee—Brigadier Generals Small- 
wood Poor Woodford Huntington, Colonels Grayson, John- 
son Wigglesworth, Febeger, Swift, Angle, Clarke and Wil- 
liams are to attend as members all evidences and Persons Con- 
cerned will attend. 


B: O. July 1, 1778. 
A B. C Martial June 24 whereof L’t Colonel Dabney was 
Presidant L’t Rice of the German Batt’n tryed for neglect 
of duty and un Gentlemanlike behaviour whilst under an ar- 
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rest the Court are of opinion that L’t Rice is Guilty of hire- 
ing a person to do his duty but from Circumstances appear- 
ing to the Court do not think him Sensureable—The Court 
are further of opinion Mr. Rice is Guilty of ungentlemanlike 
behaviour towards Mr. Boyer and ought to be repremanded 
in Brigade Orders for the same. The Brigadier is sorry to 
find from the testimony of the evidances that L’t Rices be- 
haviour towards Mr. Boyer was very unbecomeing the Char- 
acter of an Officer and a Gentleman as nothing tends more 
to the subversion of good Order and regularity in any Reg’t 
then by raising disentions by which the unanimity and har- 
mony which ought allways to subsist between the Officers 
of every Corps is destroyed the Brigadier hopes Mr. Rice 
will by his future Conduct convince his Brother Officers that 
his fault was not Committed intentionally—Mr. Rice is Re- 
leased from his arrest. 


Advertisement. 


Lost or misslaid on Yesterday at the Sale of Major Dick- 
inson and Capt. Fauntleroy effects a Genteel small Sword 
with a new Scabbard undyed or stained upon the mounting 
of which just below the Guard, where the letters J. K. R. H. 
it is conjectured that some Officer has thro misstake taken 
it off for his own the Subscriber will be greatly oblig’d to 
any Person who will send it to him & if any Soldier shoud 


have found it he will be genteely rewarded. B. Ball. 
I. 5. 


Head Quarters Brunswick Landing July 2, 1778. 


Maj’r Gen’l to Morrow De La Fayett 
Brigadier Wayne 

F. O. Colo Craig Maj’r Nicholas 
Brigade Major Minnis 
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The army is to remain on its Ground to morrow— The 
Commanding Officers of Reg’ts under the derection of the 
Brigadier are to avail themselves of this oppertunity for Col- 
lecting all their Straglers the Baggage is to be got up and 
Waggons arainged in their proper Order. 

The Men are to wash and Cleans themselves thay are to 
be Conducted to bath in Squads by a Commissioned Officers 
who are to prevent their batheing in the heat of the day or 
remain to long at a time in the Water Officers are to exert 
themselves in Restraining their men from Straglin injuring 
fences fruit Trees &c. Thay are to have the Orders of the 
30 Ult relative to moroading read to the Men and use every 
means to Guard against that infamous Practice— The Bar- 
ron Stuben will have a protempory Command of Woodfords 
Scotts and the North Carolina Brig’es. 

The G. C. M. Ordered to set this day for the tryal of 
Major Gen’l Lee will set to morrow morning 8 O Clock at 
the house of Mr. Vookes in the Tavern at New Brunswick 
the members the same as Yesterday except Colo Shepard Vice 
Colo Johnson— 

Brigadiers & other Officers Commanding Brigade will 
Order Gen’l Court Martials in their several Brigades for the 
Tryal of their own Prisoners—such Officers as are under ar- 
rests may be tryed by such Court Martials if thay chose—two 
Orderly Serjeants from each Brigade to attend the grand 
Parade at Guard mounting which will be on the Road near 
the Orderly Office leading to head Quarters the Troop to 
beat at six o Clock and the Guard to be on the Parade at 
7—two Light Dragoons to attend L’d Sterling whilst Presi- 
dant of the General Court Martial—the Deputy Commissary 
of Cloathing has a few Sherts by him the Commanding 
Officers of Regiments will apply for such Men as are intirely 
destitute he has also a few Shoes in Store a few Overalls 
breeches Vests & blanketts which may be drawn this after- 
noon or to morrow morning. 
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Head Quarters Brunswick Landing July 3, 1778. 


Major Gen’l to morrow Baron Stuben 
Brigadier Patterson 

F. O. Colonel Jackson Maj’r Meriwether 
Brigade Major Claybourn 


Colonel Craig Majors Nicholas and Vaughan are appointed 
to superintend the Hospitals in the State of Pensylvania thay 
will Call at the Orderly Office to morrow morning for in- 
: structions—Vaults or necessaries are immediately to be sunk 
the offell at Slaughter Pens to be buried and the Dead horses 
i to be removed or buried. 

i A Pockett Book Containing several Papers and a sum of 
! Money was found at Spotswood now in Possession of Adju- 
; tant Dunaly of the Seventh Maryland Regiment. 


& 

q A. O. July 3, 1778. 
4 To morrow the anniversary of the declaration of Inde- 
pendence will be Selebrated by the fireing 13 peices of Cannon 
: & a Fue De Joy of the whole Line the Army will be formed 


on the Brunswick side of the Raritan at 5 O Clock in the 
afternoon on the Ground pointed by the Q. M. General the 
Soldiers are to put on their hatts green boughs to make the 


| 
| 9 
id 
i 
i 


REVOLUTIONARY ARMY RECORDS. 175 


best appearance possible the disposition will be given in the 
Order for to morrow—a double allowance of Rum will be 
given out 


Head Quarters Brunswick Landing July 4, 1778. 


Major Gen’l to Morrow De La Fayett 
Brigadier General Muhlenburg 

F. O. Colo Josiah Parker & Maj’r Sumner 
Brigade Major Cox 


At 3 O Clock this afternoon a Cannon will fire at the Park 
as a signal for the Troops to be put under Arms and formed 
Ready to march—at 4 another signal Cannon for the Right 
wing to march by the Right over the Bridge to the Ground 
which shall be shown them to form on at % past 4 another 
signal Cannon for the left wing to march by the Right and 
follow the Right wing at 5 O Clock the 4th Signal for the 
second Line to form on the Ground which shall be shown 
them after the Army is formed upon a signal by Order of 
the Commander in Chief 13 pieces of Cannon will be Dis- 
charged after which a single Cannon which will be a signal 
for a runing fire to begin on the Right of the Army and be 
Continued to the Left with Muskettry and Cannon at the 
Conclusion of which on a Signal 3 Chairs will be given A 
perpetual and undisturbed Independance to the United States 
of America—previous to forming the Army the Commanding 
Officers of Corps will see that their Men draw their Charges 
and that such that Cannot be drawn be discharged under the 
Eye of Proper Officers as blank Cartridges are not to be 
procured the Officers will be Carefull that their Men Charge 
their Pieces with their worst Cartridges after haveing taken 
the balls out of them and that the balls thus taken out be 
delivered to the Regimental Q. Masters who are to deliver 
them to the Q. M. of Brigades and thay to the Commissary 
of Military Stores a March beat on the Left will be Signal 
for the Troops to Retire by the Left to their respective en- 
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campments The Commander in Chief Presents his Compli- 
ments to General Officers and Officers Commanding Brigades, 
The Commissary Muster Master & Judge Advocate Gen’l 
with the Surgeon General of the Hospital and desires their 
Company to dine with him at 3 O Clock. 


QuarterGuard . . . . 


After Orders, July 4, 1778. 


The Left Wing of the Army is to March precisely at % 
after 3 O Clock to morrow morning by the left the Quarter 
M Gen’l will give the Rout enCampments & halting days 
the Baggage & Stores belonging to this Wing are to follow in 
their proper Order—No member of the Gen’l Court Martial 
now setting at the Request of Maj’r Gen’l Lee is to march 
with the above Division and if there are any evidances in the 
said Division for or aganst him thay are to Remain and at- 
tend the Court their names to be given in to the Judge Ad- 


vocate General. { 
[A detached order without address and signature.] 


His Excelence desires you will a mediately make a Return 
of the names rank Rig’t & dates.......... of Every Off in 
the Virginia Line in your.......... if any are absent men- 
tion whare & upon what duty. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


| & 
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VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 


Communicated by Mr. LotHrop WITHINGTON, 30 Little Russell street, 
W. C., London (including ‘‘ Gleanings” by Mr. H. F. WatErs, 
not before printed). 


EDWARD FIELDING, Eso., one of the Aldermen of the City 
of Bristol. Will 9 February 1690-1; proved March 16go-1. 


Vere, 53. 


[Printed from an old copy preserved in Virginia, in this Mag- 
azine, XII, 99, &c.] 


Jno. BayNToN bound on a voyage to Virginia intending to 
return. Will 17th of 7th month 1688; proved 11 January 1689- 
go. To Jane Brickhead £10. To sister in law Sarrah Gibbons 
£6 and one broad piece of gold. To sister Elizabeth Hardy of 
Hatch £20. To Mary Day £3. To the poor friends of this City 
47 for men’s meeting and 40s. for women’s meeting. To poor 
friends of Gregory Stocke meeting in Somersershire £3. To 
Brother Daniell Gibbons £2 2. All else to my son Benjamin 
Baynton. I make Daniel Gibbons, Charles Hardford senior, and 
William Bathe, all of this City (Bristol ?), to be his guardians. 
[Then follows a list of the above legacies and] the account of 
my Stok for this year 88. 


In my trunke SD 
100 guinyes % inapurse. - 108 00 
In bro. goulde in a booke and % cule j ‘ 1218 3 
In a leather Purse ‘ 400000 


I carried with me in the Bristoll Merchant : ‘ 145 10 00 
Due from Daniel Gibbons _.. 22 300 
3 bonds which come to 490 10 00 


i 

if 

593 12 00 

54 800 
544 400 
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To my Brother James Baynton as much as will pay Daniel Gib- 
bons booke debt and £5 to his son Jno. Baynton. Administra- 
tion to Charles Harford and William Bathe two of the guardians 
nominated in the will of John Baynton late of City of Bristol 
deceased to administer during minority of his son Benjamin 


Baynton. 
Dyke, 1. 
[The testator was evidently a Quaker. ] 


HOPKIN PRICE, now residing in London, otherways of Rap- 
pahannock River in County Middlesex in Virginia. Will 8 
December 1677; proved 28 November 1679. To Henry Ather- 
ton, now apprentice to my good Friend Mr. Thurston Withnell, 
410 one year after certain notice of my death. Residuary 
Legatee and Executor: Mr. Thurston Withnell, now of St. 
Giles Cripplegate, Distiller. Witnesses: Francis Banister, Tho: 


Trowell. 
King, 147. 


Late of Stepney, Middlesex.—Probate Act Book. 


THoMAS CROOKE, junior, Citizen and Plaisterer of London. 
Will 14 Januarie 1679-80; proved 16 June 1681. I the said 
Thomas Crooke being now by God’s grace outward bound for 
Virginia or parts adjacent upon the Continent of America, aboard 
the Merchant’s Delight, Captain Joseph Eton commander. My 
goods on this side, beyond the seas, and on board ship as follows, 
one half to my daughter Elizabeth Crooke, the other to my 
father Thomas Crooke, senior, citizen and plaisterer of London. 
Executor: Father Thomas Crooke. Overseers: Samuel Smith, 
Citizen and Plaisterer of London, and Jeremiah Howes, Citizen 
and Stationer of London. Witnesses: Elizabeth Slamaker [?], 
Charles Wright, Sam. Smith, Edward Thistlewheate, Jeremiah 


Howes. 
North, 88. 


Joun Gwin of James City County, Merchant. Will 6 July 
1682; proved 25 November 1684. Sole Legatee and Executor: 
friend and loving kinsman Mr. Henry Jenkins. Witnesses: 
John Heyward, Robt. Higginson, David Arthur. Virginia, 
James City County. Hen. Hartwell C’k Cur., certifies that 


§ 
| 
| 


VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 179 


above is a true copy of will which was proved there 7 August 
1682. Proved in Prerogative Court of Canterbury by Thomas 
Starke, deputy for Henry Jenkins, executor of will of John 
Gwin, late of James City, Virginia, deceased. 

146 Hare. 


{John Gwin no doubt lived at Jamestown. No other notice of him 
appears. He was, of course, a different person from Rev. John Gwyn, 
minister of Ware parish, in 1672, and of Abingdon, in 1674 and 1680, 
both parishes being in Gloucester county. 

Captain Henry Jenkins was, in 1695, ‘‘a justice of the quorum and 
commander-in-chief for ye County of Elizabeth City.”’ His will was 
proved in Elizabeth City on September 24, 1698. See William and 
Mary Quarterly, 1X, 129, 130. He had a brother, ‘‘ Daniel Jenkins, 
Gent.,” living in the city of Dublin. ] 


RosBertT LANCASTER of Bristol, Chirurgeon, dated at sea, 
aboard the ship Unicorne. Will 3 January 1684-5; proved 13 
August 1685. My body to sea or earth. To my wife Anne 
Lancaster the estate I had with her and my house joining unto 
William Thurnston upon the Key in Bristol and the Star Tav- 
erne on the other side wherein liveth one Samuel Bandrum a 
cooper. Also my part of a cargo between me and Mr. John 
Dudleston, to pay off debt contracted by her mother to one 
Freeman a lawyer, and all my goods in England or Virginia. 
To my two widowed sisters Anne Cooper and Rachel Parret the 
house the widow Hedge now lives in, they to pay my cozen 
Baker £10. To Brother Edward my silver cup. To Sister 
Mary Lewis three gold rings now on my finger. Executrix: My 


mother Anna Lancaster, widow. 
Cann, 


[The earliest appearance of the name Lancaster in the Virginia Land 
Books is a grant to Gawen Lancaster, on March 1, 1652, 75 acres in the 
county of Charles River (New York), adjoining Captain West’s Creek 
and Thomas Moreland and William Reynolds. 

On October 8, 1672, Rowland Horsley and Robert Lancaster were 
granted 473 acres on Mattadequon Creek, New Kent county, adjoining 
the land of Charles Bryan. 

There were other Lancasters, seafaring men, who had relations with 
Virginia. In Northumberland county, February 23, 1704-5, was a suit 
by Cuthbert Skarpless, Richard Gildert and Thomas Mason, merchants 
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of Liverpool, and John Lancaster, mariner, vs. William Mason, ship- 
wright, late of Liverpool, but then of Northumberland county, Va. 
John Lancaster was probably master of a merchant ship. 

Elizabeth Nelms of Northumberland county, in her will dated July 23, 
1779, left all of her land and 20 slaves to Joseph Lancaster, son of her 
nephew William Lancaster, deceased. ] 


SAMUEL SANDFORD sometimes of Accomack County in Vir- 
ginia and now being in the City of London. Will 27 March 
1710; proved 20 April 1710. To be privately buried in the 
Parish Burial place at Avening in County Gloucester. To sister 
Mary Freeman, widow, 25s. a month for life out of my money 
in the Bank of England and to her daughter Mary Freeman 
whose name is mentioned in my base granted by Phillip Shep- 
pard, Esq., for my tenement at Avening, the said tenement, she 
paying her sister Jane Freeman 30s. a quarter while unmarried. 
To my sister’s son Thomas £20. To Sandford Green, son of 
Mordicay and Thomazen, £50. To Susannah Sandford, my 
neice and daughter of my Brother John Sandford, sometime of 
Princess Anne County in Virginia, £500. To his daughter 
Mary Sandford £500. For learning of six poor male children 
of Avening £200. Each child to have brown coloured cloth 
coat, buttons of Horn, a Hatt, one pair of shoes, and one pair 
of stockings. Mr. Samuel Sheppeard Senior and Junior to be 
trustees. For education of poor children in Accomack County, 
from Guildford Creek to Sea side, and to Maryland, 2500 acres, 
according to survey of Edmond Harborough made April 1700, 
which lands I bought of Coll. John West and adjoining to Lixess 
Island, Mosongoe Creek, and Pocomack Bay, and a piece of 
land near Crooked creek which I bought of Nathaniell Rackliffe. 
To John, son of Thomas Pary, my kinsman, now in Maryland, 
the two corn mills bought for my account of Ralph Foster of 
St. Mary’s County in Maryland. To my kinsman Thomas 
Sandford, living in Fenchurch Street in London, the remainder 
of a debt due me by his subscription. If my servant Will, a 
Mallagascoe man, desires to go to Virginia, his fare and neces- 
sarys are to be paid. Residuary Legatee and Executrix: neice 
Katherine Sandford, daughter of my Brother Giles Sandford. 


| 


INVENTORY OF JOHN HERBERT. 181 


Overseers: Mr. Thomas Sheppard, late of Avening, but now of 
London, and John Pary aforenamed. Witnesses: John Powell, 


Lewis Smith, Tho: Sheppard, Tho: Witheby. 
Smith, 98. 


[Samuel Sandford was a member of the House of Burgesses for 
Accomac in March, 1692-3. Meade (O/d Churches and Families of 
Virginia, I, 264, 265) states that the school founded by Samuel Sandford 
in Accomac was in existence in 1857. He states that the will was re- 
corded in Accomac and gives an extract. The total amount of the land 
left to the school was 3,420 acres, and the testator asked the Governor 
and Council of Virginia to see that his purposes in regard to the school 
were carried out. 

John Sandford, the brother, was a considerable land owner in (Old) 
Norfolk-Princess Anne county and was J. P. at the formation of the 
latter county in 1691. Administration on his estate was granted March 
I, 1692-3, to his widow, Sarah. See this Magazine, XI, 144.] 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


AN INVENTORY AND APPRAISEMENT OF THE 
ESTATE OF MR. JOHN HERBERT, DEC’D. 


(From the Records of Chesterfield county, Va.) 


Shakespeare’s plays............... I 6 8 
View of the English Constitution.................0 02 6 
Witty’s Treatise on the Sphere........... 0 OI 6 
Daniel’s History of France, 5 vols............. 
Historical Register, 22 2 fore) fe) 
Reflections on O OF O 
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Odessy, § vols I co «6 
Quincey’s o2 6 
Maurecan’s Midwifery....... 02 6 
Boyle’s Disquisition of Final Causes............. o.om..6 
Pylades and Corinna............... a roe) 6 
Millar’s Gardener’s Calendar...... cs 6 
Swift’s Miscellanies, 14 vols 
Rowe’s Works, 2 vols........ ono 
Addison’s Works, 4 vols........ 16 
Compendium of British Nobility............ 
Lexicon Mediceum, by Quincy........... Oo . 
British Magazines for 47 .......... re) 02 fe) 
Boyle’s Medicinal Experiments OI 6 
Kennet’s Antiquities............. @ »® 
Whole Duty of Man....,........ 02 6 
Chamber’s Dictionary, 2 vols. in fall 
Rapin’s History of England, 2 vols. in folio... 38 oo 0 
Herbert’s Life of Henry the 
1 Enquiry into the State of Ancient Measures... 0 04 0 
Student, vol. ISt - 
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Puffendorf’s Law of Nature and Nations....... fe) 10 Oo 
Steel’s English Grammar. 
Holy Bible ........... o2 6 
Littleton’s Dictionary, 2 copies, 10 s. each..... I oo ©) 
Cole’s Dictionary, 
Davidson’s Virgil, 2 12 re) 

Cornelius Nepos cum notis variorum...........+ 
Justini Historiae cum notis. ® 
Gradus ad Parnassum. ................ fe) 04 
Riddeman’s roe) | 6 
Ruddiman’s Rudiments............ OI 
Clark’s Introduction to o 6 
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° 
° 
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Cole’s Dictionary and Clark’s Justin, not com- 

Bridgman’s Conveyances, 
Trials, &c., Relating to the Popish Plot........ 
Colce’s: 
Jacob’s Law 
Common Law—common placed. 


Practice of Exchequer....... 03 
Wright’s Law of Tenures...... .. 
02 


Treatise on Writs of Covenants. 
Baron & Feme, &c............- 
Statutes...........+ 
History of the Civil Law............. 
q Bohun’s Proceedings in Chancery.. ............++ 
q Virginia Laws abridged by Mercer.............. ‘ 
Debates in the House of Commons.............. 
History of Chancery... .. 
Statutes of Magna Charta, 9 vols. ........«+-++++ 
Hale’s Pleas of the Crown .......... 
Hale On Tenures 


N 
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Choice Reports by Goldsborough, &c.......... 
Hale’s History of Common 
Pamphlets, several b’d together. Oo. 
Politic: Law of England oo 
Law against Bankrupts @ 
Baronii Metaphysica.. o 8000 6 
Quintus Curtius in English o 
Management of  @ 6 
Guardian, Vol. 2d........ o 80 ar 6 
Pridaux’s Connection, 2 o 6 
Ben Johnston’s ° 
eamale Spectator, Vol. o fe) 
emoirs of Lord o> 
Eachard’s Roman History, 2 vols. 
Plautus’ Amphrytryo, 2 Copies... 6 
Randolph on Bath Water ....... o oO: 
Oxford Pocket Companion..... 


rs 
° 


| 
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A Book Case, Oak............ 
A Dressing Table, Walnut. 
A Tea Table, Japanned........ 
A Looking Glass—Broad Gilt Frame & sconces 
A Peer Glass, Gilt Frame, Broke......... iicaneel ‘ 
A Looking Glass, Broad Walnut Frame...... “ 
11 coffee cups, 5 chocolate cups, 5 custard 
cups, 6 cups & 8 Saucers 
1 Tea pot, 1 s.; r milk pot, 4 d.; china tea 
1 Cloth Brush, 1 Tea Canister 6 d............+ 
1 Broad Sword tos, ...... I sommes ‘Small 
A Suit of Clothes Fine Broad Cloth . 
A Jacket Black Sattin........ 
Duroy Coat. & ‘ 
Shag Breeches 1 pf. 
A Portmanteau Trunk........ 
Black Everlasting Breeches. 
A Looking Glass........ 
Four Leather Bottomed Chairs. .........++..... 


AW 


° ON HWSO 


0000 


> 


CC OO 


4 
00 
Io 
oo 
a 05 
00 
00 
10 
10 
q 00 
oI 
q 00 
oF 
03 
Ol 
10 
15 
oI 
10 
05 
q 
Io 
fore) 
fore) 
15 
10 
q ; 05 
08 | 
05 
00 
04 
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A Diaper Table Cloth 
A Mahogany Table 
An Elbow Chair Black Walnut Broke 
A Large Bed, bolster & pillows 
A Small Bed &c 
3 blankets 36s. 


2 counterpanes 36s 
Night Gown 20s. 
A Brass Dial 
Gold Studs 1 pr 20s. Silver ‘‘ 2s 
Scales & Weights 
3 old Wigs 
A Table Cloth Damask 
1 Razor case &c 


Great coat 15 s 


4 Jackets Linnen 


1 Diaper Table Cloth 
Silke Stockings § 


A Saddle & Housing 
3 Potts, 12s. 


KF OOO OFF OO OF OF OF ONO OW OH DN OW O 


1 Coffee Pot, 4 
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8 


10 Table Cloths, Damask ................ccceeeseeee fore) 
Bed Curtains & Bedstead. fers) 
08 
10 
10 
06 
00 
15 
12 
05 
15 
15 
02 
05 
18 
10 
Fin 10 
04 
03 
18 
o2 
04 
03 
ol 
2 Old Saddles with holster caps & pistols...... 10 
10 
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7 Platestos. 4 Dishes 15s....... I 05 fe) 
A Skillet Bell metal ss. A mortar 2s. 6d. o 6 
A Frying Pan 2s. 6d. A Grid Iron 2.6......... . -! 6 
A Tea Kettle 7s. 6d. Tinware 2s......... .. o 8 09 6 
A Spit 4s. 2 Candlesticks & Snuffers 4s. 0 #o8 oo 
12 Knives & Forks............+. fe) 10 
An Adze Plain & Auger........... Oo 05 fe) 
A Table 5s. A Seawick 1s. 2 Chairs 5s. fe) II fe) 
A Blanket, a Pr. of Sheets, 2 Table Cloths, 
a counterpane, pillow &c. used by nurses, 
18 Bottles 3s.9d. 2 Chests 105...........c000 re) 13 9 
A Copper Kettle 50s. an Iron Kettle 8s.... 2 18 fe) 
A Carboy with Rum 1% Gals.......... © 
38 panes of Glass 19s. 2 Grubbing Hoes 4s. I 03 ° 
An ax Is. 6d. 5 weeding hoes 15 
Linseed Oyl, 1% galls.......... 
5 Sides of Leather .......... fe) 15 
A Pott 6s., 2 Pewter Dishes 7 s.............0++0 fe) 13 fe) 
Spinning Wheel & 
A Horse 5 Ib., ditto 4 2 
A Cart 15s. A Grindstone 2s. 6d. ......... re) 17 6 
2 Pictures 20s., 4 poles 8s. A Gun 106...... I 18 ° 
28 II 
Negroes : 
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Children : 

1039 O7 

George absent. 
A Reflecting Telescope ....... 
Dishes, 4 large & 1 small, 6 plates, 1 s. 

Chesterfield, 15th July, 1760. 
John Dalgleish, J. Bolling, Jr., 
Jas. Milner. 
Not appraised. 

84 oz. plate, 1 stalled cow 4s. Barrell 8 d. 
2 Powder Horns, 1 Water jug, 1 pr. Brass Dividers. 
1 Gallon Bason, 1 Deep Dish, Pewter. 
3 Negro men—Poush, Ned & Watt............... 18 oOo Oo 
1 Negro Woman named Sew & Tom children 

Doll, Betty, Amy & Sam 180 fore) 
One negro woman named Jane & four children 

Jack, Peter, Tom & Ralph 150 foe) ro) 
1 Negro Woman Nan & three children Step- 

3 negroe men, Sampson, Sambo & Saoleip... 18 00 Oo 
1 negro named Louis........ 40 00 fo) 
6 I 06 fe) 
2 Iron Wedges. oO 05 6 
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1000 05 ° 
Peter Jones, 
William Osborne, 
John Jones. 


6th January, 1761. 
A. Claiborne, Ex’ or. 


[The first of this family in Virginia was John Herbert, who settled on 
an estate called ‘‘ Puddledock,’’ in Prince George county. He appears 
to have been for some years agent for Richard Buller, a London mer- 
chant. His tomb has been removed to Blandford Churchyard, Peters- 
; burg. The inscription is as follows: 


‘*(Arms and Crest.) 
Here Lyeth Interned the Body of 
Iohn Herbert Son of Iohn Herbert 
Apothecary and Grandson of 
a Richard Herbert Citizen & Grocer 
i of London who departed this Life 
the 17th day of March 1704 in the 
46th year of his Age.” 


In the William and Mary Quarterly VIII, 148, a copy is given of the 
pedigree of Herbert in the Visitation of London, 1634, in which a Richard 
Herbert appears who was probably identical with Richard Herbert 
named in the epitaph. 

1. Joun' HERBERT married Frances, daughter of John Anderson, of 
Prince George county, (she married secondly Peter Wynne, of Prince 
George,) and had issue: 2. Richard? married Phebe ——~. His will 
was proved in Henrico county in 1731, and names his wife Phebe, son 
John and daughter Frances; 3. Captain Buller? married Mary Stith ; 
4. Martha married James Powell Cocke. 

2. RICHARD? AND PHEBE HERBERT had issue: 5. Frances,* born March 
21, 1726-7 (Bristol Parish Register); 6. John,’ whose inventory is given. 
He died unmarried, and in his will, dated in Chesterfield in 1760, be- 
queaths his estate to his ‘‘ brother’’ William Anderson, and to Herbert 
Claiborne, son of his cousin Mary Claiborne. 

3. CAPTAIN BULLER? HERBERT and Mary, his wife, had issue: 7. 
John,’ born April 7, 1724, probably died young and unmarried; 8. 
Ann,® born March 11, 1726-7; 9. Mary® married Augustine Claiborne. 

In the William and Mary Quarterly XJ, 4, is copied an advertise- 
ment from the Virginia Gazette of August 7, 1752, enquiring in regard 
; to the descendants of ‘Mr. John Herbert, late merchant on James 
River,” and giving details which identify him with John the emigrant. ] 


a 
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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 


MEMBERS—CORRECTIONS.—The following names of members 
are reprinted to correct errors in the general list published in 
January last : 


Allen, E. W., Savannah, Ga. 

Boisseau, Sterling, Petersburg, Va. 

Boyle, Mrs. P. A., Davenport, Iowa. 
Budlong, Mrs. M. J., New York, N. Y. 
Daspit, Mrs. Harry, New Orleans, La. 
Knabe, William, New York, N. Y. 

Low, Joseph T., New York, N. Y. 

Mastin, Mrs. George R., Lexington, Ky. 
Mohler, Miss Edith M., St. Albans, W. Va. 
Morehart, Miss Lillian B., Mankato, Minn. 
Parrish, Robert L., Covington, Va. 
Ramsay, Mrs. Clarise Sears, Westover, Va. 
Robinson, P. M., Clarksburg, W. Va. 
Smith, W. D. G., Castleton, Vt. 

Wysor, Harry R., Muncie, Indiana. 


ErrATA—The following corrections should be made in the 
current volume of the Magazine: p. 65, |. 21, for ‘‘ Netumpkin,”’ 
read ‘‘Metumpkin’’; p. 86, l. 13 of note, for ‘‘ 1652,’’ read 
**1682’’; p. 87, 1. 15, after ‘‘ Northampton,”’ add ‘‘and’’; p. 88, 
1. 11 of note, for ‘‘Seame,’’ read ‘‘Seamer’’; p. gt, 1. 16 from 
bottom, for ‘‘ Bealy,’’ read ‘‘ Beale’’; p. 156, 1. 4 of note, for 
‘*justice,’’ read ‘‘account.’’ 


PENTECOST.—Wanted, the parentage of Richard Pentecost, 
born in 1775. His descendants lived in Campbell county, Va. 


Mrs, Emma E. H. CROASDAILE, Canton, Ohio. 
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MEMBERS OF THE HoUuSE OF BURGESSES. 
(From the Journals. ) 
Session Begun Oct. 25, 17170. 


York—Thomas Ballard, William Barbar. 

Middlesex—John Robinson, Christopher Robinson. 

Prince George—John Hardiman, Robert Bolling. 

Westmoreland—George Eskridge, Willoughby Allerton. 

Gloucester—Peter Beverley, Ambrose Dudley. 

Warwick—William Harwood, William Cary. 

Surry—William Gray, John Simons. 

Stafford—George Mason, John Waugh. 

Accomac—Hancock Custis, Richard Drummond. 

Princess Anne—Maxamilian Boush, Henry Spratt. 

King and Queen—William Bird, John Holloway. 

Richmond—John Tayloe, William Robinson. 

Isle of Wight—Arthur Smith, Joseph Godwin. 

Elizabeth City—Nicholas Curle, William Armistead. 

Charles City—Littlebury Epes, Samuel Harwood. 

Nansemond—Thomas Godwin, Francis Milner. 

Henrico—John Bolling, Willam Randolph. 

King William—John Waller, Henry Fox. 

James City—Thomas Cowles, Henry Soane. 

Norfolk—James Wilson, George Newton. 

Northampton—Benjamin Nottingham, Charles Floyd. 

(Nathaniel Burwell was also a member for Gloucester, no doubt 
filling a vacancy; Nicholas Merriwether for New Kent; James 
Boughan and John Hawkins for Essex; ‘‘ Mr. Ball,’’ probably 
Wm. Ball, of Lancaster; and ‘‘ Mr. Neale,’’ no doubt Christo- 
pher Neale, of Northumberland, and ‘‘ Mr. Presley,’’ no doubt 
Peter Presley, of Northumberland. ) 


SEssION BEGUN MAy 21, 1730. 


There is no complete list, but the following names appear in 
the Journal as members: ‘‘Mr. Attorney’’ (John Clayton), 
John Bolling [Henrico], Meriwether, Conway, Lee, Braxton, 
Randolph, Kemp, Burges, Buckner, Eskridge, Robt. Bolling 
[Prince George], Blair, Buckner (another ?), John Fleming and 
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Dudley Digges, for Goochland; George Nicholas, for the Col- 
lege; Harrison, Fitzhugh, Thornton, Lawrence Smith, Robert 
Armistead, Hollier, Egglestone, Eaton, William Harwood, 
Whitehead, Carr, Ravenscroft, Tayloe, Strother, Grymes, Nich- 
olas Smith, Crawford (was he a Burgess or clerk to a commit- 
tee ?), Robinson, Henry Willis, Mead, Henry Armistead, Squire, 
Stith (Henry Armistead, Mead and Stith may be committee 
clerks); Godwin, Lear, Samuel Harwood, Dangerfield, Francis 
Willis, Roscow. 


EMIGRANTS TO CAROLINE County, VA. 


The following persons proved upon oath before the{Caroline 
County Court that they had come into the Colony of Virginia 
from Great Britain in the years named, and had not previously 
claimed the fifty acres of land allowed them by the law of the 
colony for the same : 


At the April Court, 1744— 
Thomas Wild, Gent., in 1732, 


John Miller ** 1742, 
Charles Stuart 1742, 
Robt. Gilcrease ** 1739, 
John Ray ** 1738, 
Alex. Marr ‘* 1740, 
John Howie ** 1740, 
Arch. Richie ‘* 1740. 


At the January Court, 1755— 
Thos. Rogers, Gent., in 1752, 
Wm. Conn, Gent., 1733, 
Robert Robertson ‘‘ 1727, 


Wm. Holmes ** 1754, 
Peter Copeland 174% 
John Spaulding e748, 
John Mitchell 1744, 
Jos. Sterling 3740, 
Thos. Berry 
Joshua King 3733, 


Elizth. King 
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Benj. Whitehead in 1725, 
Daniel Lefre ** 1734, 
Harbert Price 1732. 


The land rights of the above were are assigned to James Tay- 
lor, Gent. 
At the August Court, 1755— 
Richard Cory in 1715, 
Mary Ann Cory 
Assigned to Francis Taylor, Gent. 
October Court, 1755— 


John Lamper, Gent., in 1752, 
John Nehaling ** 1734. 
J. L. MiLver, M. D., Thomas, W. Va. 


THE MOTHER OF GOVERNOR SPOTSWOOD. 


Dear Sir : 

The Virginia Historical Society published some notes of 
mine on the career and &c. of Major-General Roger Eliot, (half- 
brother of Governor Alexander Spotswood, ) in Vol. XIII. No. 1, 
you will notice that I have put the mother of General Eliot and 
Governor Spotswood as Catherine, daughter of Mercer. 

I must explain that there are two pedigrees in existence, the 
Eliot pedigree which gives the mother of General Eliot as Cath- 
erine, daughter of William Maxwell, Esq’re, and the Spotswood 
pedigree which gives her name as Catherine, daughter of 
Mercer. For certain reasons I unfortunately considered the 


‘‘Mercer’’ as correct. 


I must now add some recent researches I have made. 
1. Ship’s List of Passengers embarking at Tangier, 15 Oc- 


tober 1683: 
(a). Geo. Messer. 
Kathr. Messer. 
Bethea Spotwood. 
Alexdr. Spotwood. 
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b. a second list states. 
Geo. Mercer. Scoolemaster. 
Katherne. Mercer. Scoolemaster’s wife. 
Betshia Spottswood. Scoolmaster’s wife’s servant. 
Alexander Spotswood. 


2. Depositions taken at Lismore, Co. Waterford Ireland, 1729, 
on behalf of Alexander Spotswood. These are most interesting 
and distinctly state that ‘‘Mrs Catherine Mercer’’ was the mother 
of Roger Eliot and Alexander Spotswood. 


From the above, I conclude that shortly before leaving Tan- 
gier, Mrs. Spotswood contracted a third marriage with George 
Mercer, Schoolmaster of that city. She died in December, 1709, 
at Tallow, Co. Waterford, Ireland, where she is probably buried. 

Unfortunately the tombstone erected by General Eliot is no 
longer in existence. The Ship’s Lists from which I found some 
of the above information, are taken from a class of documents 
which have only recently been calendared; they give fuller in- 
formation, asa rule, than Ships’ musters, and I frequently noticed 
the names of passengers bound for Virginia. 


EpitH C. E 
Shenstone Lodge, Codrington Hill, Forest Hill, London, No- 
vember, 17, 1909. 


B1ss.—In looking over the list of ‘‘Native Virginians who be- 
came Governors of other States,’’—published in the Virginia 
Magazine, No. 1. Vol. XI, July, 1903, for the purpose of revis- 
ing it, I find Wm. W. Bibb, Govr. of Ala. 1817-20, and Thos. 
Bibb, Govr. of Ala. 1820-21, are both entered as having been 
born in Amelia County, Va. 

On Sept. 12, 1738, John Bibb obtained a tract of 800 acres of 
jand in Amelia, on both sides of the South Fork of Buffalo 
river. 

On July roth, 1745, he obtained 1200 acres adjoining above 
tract, and again on Aug. roth, 1759, another parcel of 154 acres, 
altogether 2,154 acres. 

These lands are all in Prince Edward, cut off from Amelia in 


1753- 


is 

iy 
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On the first Land Books, 1782, we find listed in Prince Ed- 
ward, ‘‘Richard Bibb 600 acres.’’ ‘‘Wm. Bibb 1,602 acres.’’ 
James Bibb 448 acres.’’ 

In the list of Conveyances of land in Prince Edward, from 
1782 to May 1783, we find: 

‘‘Saml Baker’s Estate to Wm. Bibb 391 acres.’’ 1783 to 1784 
*‘James Wood to Wm. Bibb 107.”’ ‘‘Wm. Bibb to John Scott 
391 acres.”’ 

1784-5 Wm. Bibb to Richard Bibb 602 acres.’’ 


1784-5 James Bibb to Benj. Haskins 448 acres.”’ 


All of which proves the Bibbs were settlers on Buffalo as early 
as 1738, then Amelia ’till 1753, and thereafter Prince Edward 
County. Ifthe two Governors, Bibb, were born prior to 1753 it 
was in Amelia, and in 1820 were nearly, or quite, seventy years 
of age? Can you get their ages and thereby settle this question ? 

Sometime about 1872-3 some one stated that Gen. John Cof- 
fee was born in Amelia, and Abram Venable of the Farmville 
Journal replied that John Coffee was born on the Mill Fork of 
Vaughan’s Creek, twelve or fifteen years after the formation of 
Prince Edward County. 

Richmond, Va. H. T. Owen. 


BuRRELL.—Deed Francis Burrell to Henry Randolph and 
John Willson, who are bound to Henrico County Court for said 
Burrell as administrator of Christopher Robinson, assigning all 
his goods, chattels, &c., according to an inventory taken this 


-day by Mr. Thomas Bates, Mr. John Gillam, Mr. John Sturde- 


vant, and Mr. Bartholomew Chandler. Dated August 31, 1663. 
Witness : William Walthall, Bat. Chanler. 


[This refers to a Christopher Robinson, of Henrico. The 
original document bears a broken seal on which can be distin- 
guished a chevron. It is between three objects which cannot be 


made out. ] 
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PENSION DECLARATION OF WILLIAM McCLaAurRINE. 
(Conducted by P. E. MILLER, Cumberland C. H., Va.) 
Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress 


passed June 7, 1832. 
Powhatan County, State of Virginia, to-wit : 


On the 5th day of June, 1843, personally appeared in open 
court before the County Court of Powhatan County now sitting, 
William McLaurine, of said county and state, aged eighty one 
years who first being duly sworn according to law, doth on his 
oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit 
of the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832, entitled an act 
supplementary to the ‘‘ Act for the relief of certain surviving 
Officers and Soldiers of the Revolution passed May, 1826.”’ 


That he entered the service of the United States under the 
following named officers and served as in herein stated. 


That he entered the service as a Volunteer from the coun‘ y of 
Powhatan in a Company of which Richard Crump was Captain, 
Vincent Markham rst Lieutenant and one James Smith, a Baptist 
preacher, Ensign on the day of May. 


The State was invaded at that time he thinks by General 
Leslie. 


The Militia was assembled at Powhatan Courthouse and a 
proposition made to volunteer instead of being drafted and 
carried by acclamation. The Company crossed James River at 
Bermuda Hundred and Chickahominy at Coles Ferry and took 
the road to Williamsburg. Near that town they were met by 
General Charles Scott of the Virginia Line, who told them to 
halt that there was to be a battle between the Troops assembled 
there and that he would send orders for them to come up and 
see it. That he heard the firing which was terminated suddenly, 
one of the soldiers having left his steel ramrod in his musket 
which wounded the soldier opposite to him. The Regiment was 
under the command of Col. Robert Goode. After remaining a 
few days at Williamsburg, the whole body moved to York and 
after remaining there two or three days, kept on to Hampton. 


i 
i 
i 


198 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, 


The British Fleet was lying in sight, there was no battle or skir- 
mish but one night there was a false alarm and all the troops 
were under arms. This tour he thinks lasted about one month. 
The British fleet having disappeared, the Troops were marched 
back to Williamsburg and deposited their arms in the Magazine 
situated close to the Lunatic Hospital at that place. They re- 
ceived no written discharges. 

The second tour which he performed was as a private in the 
Militia Company of Capt. William Mayo of the County of Pow- 
hatan. This happened in the month of January, 1781, and the 
call for the Militia was occasioned by Arnold’s invasion, The 
Company marched down on the south side of James River 
through Petersburg and went through the counties of Nan- 
semond, Isle of Wight, Southampton and Suffolk—remained 
some time at Suffolk. While there the declarant saw the Baron 
Steuben for the first time. John Archer, father of the honorable 
Wm. S. Archer, was with him and was (he believes) his aid. 


While at Hood’s in the county of ——, the Company was sur- 
prised in the night by a small party of the enemy. Capt. Mayo 
tried in vain to make the Militia fight. They ran off and left 
him. They were so superior in numbers to the enemy that they 
could easily have captured the whole had they shown a little 
resolution, 

While at Jericho, in the County of Nansemond, he went one 
night to Hall’s Mill with a detachment, the object of which he 
understood at the time was as follows: A detachment of horse 
was sent forward to skirmish with the piquets of the enemy in 
Norfolk. They were ordered to retreat in haste and draw the 
enemy on to Halls Mill dam, they were then to wheel and attack 


in front while the Militia took them in flank and rear. It was 


hoped that they might easily be taken. The Militia passed the 
night under arms. It was a dreadful night, thundering and 
lightening, though in the depths of winter and clearing off so 
piercingly cold that the ponds were covered with ice before 
morning. The enemy did not follow. The Militia suffered 
dreadfully, having to wade through thin ice all the way back 
home. All of them were knocked up, and declarent determined 


if called to serve again he go in the troop. Capt. Mayo was 
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taken sick and returned home, leaving the Company under the 
command of Lieutenant Hubbard. This tour lasted about eight 
weeks, The Infantry was always in motion and did much night 
duty. The Company was discharged very lcw down in the 
state—he does not recollect the county. They took up a party 
of five or six British soldiers, plunderers, loaded with jewelry 
and other articles, and sent them to the main body at Cabin 
Point. In company with Seth Ligon of the same county with 
himself he met horses that had been sent for them at Blands Or- 
dinary. The Militia received no written discharge. 


The third tour of service he performed was as a volunteer pri- 
vate in a Corps of Cavalry of which Littlebury Mosby was Cap- 
tain, and he thinks —— Lieutenant. This was in March, 1781, 
on the occasion of Phillips’ Invasion. The Troop marched from 
Powhatan to Petersburg and acted for some time in the neighbor- 
hood. It was much cut up in detachments—so much so that the 
declarent was for days under the command of a non-commis- 
sioned officer. On the day that Phillips entered Petersburg, 
the declarent had been sent to escort a person believed to be an 
Aid of the Baron Steuben to Cannons in Chesterfield. On re- 
turning he witnessed the action of Petersburg from Baker’s Hill, 
but it was over too soon for him to take part in it. He saw the 
enemy march through Blandford to attack the Americans. The 
Americans retreated on the road to Chesterfield Courthouse. He 
slept that night in a lane in advance of the main body. They 
arrived the next day at the court house and converted that build- 
ing into a hospital for the wounded. The army retired shortly 
after to tbe coal pits, about twelve miles above Manchester, 
where the declarant received permission to go home for a fresh 
horse, the one he had being knocked up by hard service. He 
staid only one day at home, and found on returning that the 
army had crossed to the north side of James River. He found 
one Tapley Merrit, a non-commissioned officer, on the south 
side, who detained him to act with a small command to protect 
the county he thinks from stragglers. They afterwards went to 
Osborne’s and crossed the river at Four Mile Creek, joining the 
company at the Malvern Hills. By this time La Fayette had 
the command. During the whole time of his stay at the Mal- 
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vern Hills he was engaged in reconnoitering at night. At one 
time he approached so near the British vessels lying at City 
Point, he being at Shirley, that he could hear their conversation. 
On another occasion he escorted an Aid he believes of La Fay- 
ette across Randolph’s Ferry. He supposes was on a reconnoi- 
tering expedition, for immediately after La Fayette crossed the 
river at Peyton Randolph’s place (Wilton) marched in sight of 
Petersburg and cannonaded Phillips, who was lying sick in Mrs. 
Bolling’s house on the Petersburg side, They recrossed the 
river at Westover and returned to Wilton. Thence to Rich- 
mond, where the Troop was discharged. No written discharges 
were given. This tour occupied about three months. The de- 
clarent has been informed that Governor Jefferson wrote to Gen- 
eral (at that time Captain) Mosby a letter highly complimentary 
upon the promptitude and services of his Command, which letter 
was read when he was appointed a General by the Legislature of 
the State in the year 1803. The Field Officer who commanded 
on this occasion was Colonel Richard Call, of the Continental 
Line. 

The fourth tour which he performed was as a private in a 
Militia Company, Wm. Poor, Captain. The duty guarding 
some prisoners, mostly seamen. The place was Powhatan Court 
House. He was engaged in this service about three weeks. 
This tour took place in the winter of the year ; the guard 
received no written discharge. He hereby relinquishes every 
claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and 
declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency 
of any State. 


Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
(Signed) Ww. McLaurine. 


We, Henry J. Brown, a clergyman raised in the neighbor- 
hood of Mr. McLaurine, but at present a resident of Missouri, 
and Isham Ball, residing in Powhatan, do hereby certify that we 
are well acquainted with the declarant, Wm. McLaurine, who 
has subscribed and sworn to the above declaration; that we be- 
lieve him to be eighty one years old. That he is represented 
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and believed to in his neighborhood a soldier of the Revolution, 
and that we concur in that opinion. 


Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 


(Signed)  H. J. Brown, 
IsHAM BALL. 


And the said court do hereby declare their opinion after the 
investigation of the matter, and after putting the interrogatories 
prescribed by the War Department, that the above named appli- 
cant was a Revolutionary soldier, and served as he states ; and 
the court further certifies that it appears to them that Henry J. 
Brown, who signed the preceding certificate, is a clergyman 
raised in the neighborhood of the aforesaid Wm. McLaurine, 
and now a resident of the State of Missouri, and that Isham 
Ball, who has also signed the same, is a resident of this county 
and is a credible person, and that their statement is entitled to 
credit. And thereupon it is ordered by the court that the orig- 
inal declaration and certificate aforesaid be certified under the 
seal of the court to the Secretary of the Department of War of 
the United States. 


GoweER, BAUGH. 
Page 49—Metcalfe’s Visitation of Worcestershire, 1683. 
Gower of Droitwich. 


Arms: Azure a chevron between three wolves’ or gowers’ 
heads erased Or. 


No Abel Gower is named in this pedigree. The original Gower 
(Christian name not given) had two sons, (1) Thomas Gower, 
who had one son, Nicholas, whose only children were two 
daughters, so the name Gower ran out in that line; (2) John 
Gower, of Wich, who was living in 1634, and he married Alice, 
daughter of Edward Barrett, of Wiche. Their son John Gower 
of Droitwich married Elizabeth, daughter of John Davies, of 
Droitwich, who had two sons John and Thomas, (whose pro- 
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geny, if any, is not given) and ‘‘Alice, szster and heir married 
Henry Hodges, of Droitwich.’’ 

Here the Gower pedigree ends, and it appears that the male 
line ceased at this point. 

The following additional references to the name Gower are in 
the Visitation : 


P. 10. (Pedigree of Baugh of Twing, Co. Glouc.) Richard 
; Baugh, m. Anne dau. of John Gower, of Woodhall in Kempsey, 
‘ Co. Wore. (no date.) Thos. Baugh m. Dorothy dau. of John 
: Gower of Worcestershire. This pedigree also states that another 
Thos. Baugh was ‘‘absent in Virginia, 1634.’ 

Page 60—(Pedigree of Hodges of Droitwich) ‘‘Henry Hodges 
of Droitwich, aet. 37, 1683, and hath as yet no issue, ‘‘married 
Alice, daughter of John and sister and heir of Thomas Gower, 
of Droitwich.”’ 


Page 61—(Pedigree of Hornyold, of Blackmore Park) Thos. 

Hornyold of Blackmore Park, son and heir, now living, aet. 55, 

q 1683, married (1st) Margaret, daughter of Robert Gower, of 
Colemarsh, Co. Worc. 


P. 115, in a list of ‘‘Disclaimers,’’ appears the name of Rich- 
ard Gower, of Hagley, Worcestershire. 


e NELSON OF THE VALLEY OF VIRGINIA, &C. 


Hy Now as to a little history of my branch of the Nelson family. 
oo We do not claim to be descendants of Scotch Tom Nelson, the 
f ancestor of Tom Nelson, who signed the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, of which family I believe Thomas Nelson Page 
E belongs. My great grandfather was John Nelson, born in 
| London, England, 1751. He and his brother, William Nelson, 
| were orphans, and came to America when they were about 
eighteen and twenty years old. John Nelson married Jane 
Robinson in Rockbridge county, Va., about the year 1778. 
Some of their children were Matthew Nelson, David Nelson, 
7 John Robinson Nelson, Margaret (called Peggy) who married 
i Andrew Jones, (this family is extinct), Sallie Nelson, married Mr. 
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Hudnell (also extinct), Rachel Nelson, married a Mr. White. 
Their descendants live in Virginia and North Carolina. I have 
only recently found their address. 

Matthew and John R. Nelson have numerous descendants in 
this county (Knox). David Nelson married Phoebe White, a 
daughter of Benjamin and Martha Jobe White, Seven children 
were born to this marriage: Judge Carrick W. Nelson, whose 
children live in Texas; Thomas A. R. Nelson, who was one of 
President Andrew Johnson’s attorneys in the impeachment trial, 
was my father. John Nelson married a second time, and had 
Richard Nelson, whose descendants live in Mississippi and some 
in Illinois. There were other children by this marriage, but I 
have never been able to locate them. John Nelson was in Capt. 
Posey’s company and Col. Daniel Morgan’s regiment in the 
Revolution. He died in Overton county, Tenn., June, 1838, 
age eighty-seven years. As to his brother William I have never 
been able to locate his descendants. 

I have written for the Knoxville Sen/ine/ about the following 
families, of which all except one trace their Revolutionary ances- 
tors to Virginia. The first article was the Tennessee descendants 
of Col. Joseph Williams, of North Carolina. 2nd. Capt. Robert 
Sevier, brother to Governor John, (he was a Virginian); Mar- 
garet Christian, who married Capt. Andrew Russell, of Virginia; 
Col. John Tipton, Frederick county, Va.; Andrew Taylor, Sen- 
ator R. L. Taylor’s ancestor; Rev. Joseph Rhea, of Maryland, 
born in Scotland, (his descendants are numerous in Virginia and 
Tennessee); David Deaderick, Frederick county, Va. 

I have in a partial state of completeness a sketch of Robert 
Hamilton’s descendants. Tradition gives him a resident of Rock- 
bridge county. The first census of Virginia puts him down as a 
resident of Prince Edward county. 

I have the pension application of Samuel Johnston, of Wash- 
ington county, Va., written by my father in 1832 or 1833, but I 
have never been able to locate Mr. Johnston’s descendants. 


SELDEN NELson, Knoxville, Tenn. 
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WILLS IN FREDERICK COUNTY, VA., 
PRIOR TO 1805. 


(Contributed by Judge LYMAN CHALKLEY.) 


1751—Ashbrooke, Aaron. 
1754—Anderson, Barthol. 
1764—Anderson, Colbert. 


1765—Altrith, Christopher. 


1773—Allen, Francis. 
1762—Arts, George. 
1770—Amiss, Gabriel. 
1748—Alford, John. 
1764—Abel, John. 
1794—Allen, John. 
1798—Abnutt, James. 
1771—Antle, Peter. 
1769—Allen, Robert. 
1791—Allen, Robert. 
1747—Anderson, Thomas. 
1748—Anderson, Thomas. 


1780—Abernathy, William. 


1797—Alexander, William. 
1745—Barrett, Arthur. 
1765—Beard, Andrew. 
1771—Brehon, Abraham. 
1801—Bell, Anthony. 
1743—Borden, Benjamin. 
1778—Barrett, Benjamin. 
1764—Bowman, Christian. 
1772—Blank, Christian. 
1760—Brooks, Elizabeth. 
1802—Berry, Enoch. 
1764—Beeler, Frederick. 
1755—Beckham, George. 


1769—Bowman, George. 
1785—Brinker, George. 
1772—Bedinger, Henry. 
1772—Brinker, Henry. 
1784—Bowen, Henry. 
1747—Black, John. 
1748—Bruce, John. 
1748—Ballinger, Josiah. 
1755—Blackburn, John. 
1762—Buake, John J. 
1760—Bozworth, John. 
1758—Boyle, James. 
1763—Baker, John. 
1763—Barrett, John. , 
1765—Baker, Joshua. 
1767—Brown, James. 
1768—Beckett, John. 
1770—Branson, John. 
1772—Beale, Jeremiah. 
1777—Barber, James. 
1797—Barton, Underhill. 
1773—Berry, John. 
1778—Bachler, John. 
1779—Bell, John. 
1780—Bowman, Joseph. 
1780—Byrn, John. 
1782—Barrett, James. 
1792—Bell, John. 
1799—Bowen, Jacob. 
1800—Bucher, Jacob. 
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1770—Bird, Lewis. 
1781—Barrett, Mary. 
1785—Bushrod, Mildred. 
1750—Berry, Patrick. 
1748—Beson, Richard. 
1760—Bobb, Stephen. 
1776—Blackburn, Sam’l. 
1779—Bevin, Sam’l. 
1780—Beckett, Sarah. 
1791—Bond, Sam’l. 
1796—Baker, Sam’l. 
1744—Branson, Thomas. 
1750—Brown, Thomas. 
1777—Barrow, Thomas. 
1779—Babb, Thomas. 
1792—Bryarly, Thomas. 
1790—Booth, Wm. 
1791—Barrett, Wm. 
1796—Ball, Wm. 
1753—Clemet, Alex’r. 


1757—Cardwell, Andrew. 


1801—Clyne, Adam. 
1796—Carter, Benj. 
1804—Calmes, Betty. 
1795—Clare, Edward. 
1804—Calmes, Elizabeth. 
1788—Christian, Francis. 


1794—Conrad, Frederick. 


1778—Cubbage, George. 
1767—Comb, Henry. 
1780—Carver, Henry. 
1758—Colville, Joseph. 
1758—Cooper, Jacob. 
1758—Carter, James. 
1762—Carroll, Joseph. 
1764—Crumley, James. 


1769—Coyle, James. 


1771—Chenoweth, John. 
1777—Colville, James. 
1778—Christman, Jacob. 
1795—Curlett, Joseph. 
1797—Catlett, James. 
1798—Carter, James. 
1801—Cunningham, John. 
1803—Colville, John. 
1803—Clevenger, Joseph. 
1766—Cooper, Leonard. 
1749—Cartwell, Martin. 
1775—Cryder, Martin. 
1785—Christman, Mary. 
1789—Cloud, Mordecai. 
1794—Calmes, Marques. 
1802—Combs, Marques. 
1758—Cartwell, Nathan. 
1795—Cartwell, Nathan. 
1767—Catlett, Peter. 
1791—Catlett, Peter. 
1769—Cunningham, Robert. 
1770—Calvert, Richard. 
1769—Craig, Robert. 
1754—Chester, Thomas. 
1760—Cherry, Thomas. 
1761—Cunningham, Thomas. 
1764—Cordy, Thomas. 
1779—Craig, Thomas. 
1785—Cooper, Thomas. 
1789—Colston, Thomas. 
1759—Carrol, William. 
1752—Chapleer, William. 
1760—Chapline, William. 
1765—Cherry, William. 
1769—Cocks, William. 
1772—Chendwith, William. 
1773—Calmes, William. 
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1795—Cochran, William. 
1798—Drage, Benj. 
1768—Dederick, David. 
1774—Denney, David. 
1786—Drew, Dolphin. 
1790—Davis, David. 
1794—Dougherty, Dan’l. 
1804—Doyle, Edward. 
1769—Dellinger, George. 
1748—Doster, Thomas. 
1762—Dillon, Thomas. 
1783—Death, William. 
1769—Eyler, Adolph. 
1752—Earle, Enos. 
1801—Evans, Elizabeth. 
1771—Eyler, Godfrey. 
1762—Ellis, John. 
1760—Engle, Meeker. 
1771—Earle, Sam’l. 


1784—Edmondson, Thomas. 


1791—England, Titus. 
1782—Ewing, William. 
1760—Fox, Adam. 
1778—Frietly, Andrew. 
1753—Fuge, Benj. 
1784—Fisher, Barak. 


1777—Fogelsong, Christian. 


1801—F ry, Christopher. 
1785—Forrester, Elizabeth. 
1805—Fenton, Enoch. 
1773—-Foglesong, George. 
1787—Faulk, George. 
1795—Fryer, George. 
1781—Fullerton, Henry. 
1753—Friend, Israel. 
1746—Funk, Jacob. 
1765—Funkhouser, John. 


1786—Faucett, John. 
1804—Ferguson, John. 
1770—Fidely, Michael. 
1770—Fulton, Mary. 
1782—Foley, Richard. 
1789—Faucett, Richard. 
1804—Fenton, Sarah. 
1756—Folles, Thomas. 
1782—Fairfax, Thomas Lord. 
1782—Feely, Timothy. 
1776—Frost, William. 
1792—Fryer, William. 
1801—Frost, William. 
1786—Gray, Benj. 
1769—Grubb, Christian. 
1778—Grim, Charles. 
1775—Glass, David. 
1800—Greenlee, Elizabeth. 
1767—Gordon, Gilbert. 
1798—Goose, George. 
1755—Glenn, James. 
1768—Greenfield, John. 
1794—Grove, Jacob. 
1795—Glass, Joseph. 
1763—Good, Matthias. 
1782—Grove, Matthias. 
1747—Gallispie, Patrick. 
1797—Glass, Robert. 
1759—Grizer, Wilhelm. 
1769—Glenn, William. 
1789—Glover, William. 
1789—Gilkeson, William. 
1790—Grayson, Wm. 
1799—Gibson, William. 
1748—Hallingsworth, Abram. 
1749—Hallingsworth, Ann. 
1752—Hayworth, Absalom. 
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1760—Harlan, Aaron. 
1762—Harlan, Ann. 
1762—Hackney, Charity. 
1802—Hench, Charles. 
1748—Hart, Daniel, 
1799—Hendy, Deborah. 
1804—Hansucker, Deborah. 
1748—Hobson, George. 
1769—Helm, George. 
1772—Harrison, George. 
1779—Hampton, George. 
1782—Handy, George. 
1794—Holtzenhiller, George. 
1788—Hinkle, George. 
1797—Holt, George. 
1805—Holt, George. 
1764—Hunt, Henry. 
1794—Hampton, Henry. 
1791—Hickman, Isaac. 
1795—Hite, Isaac. 
1751—Hampton, John. 
1760—Hottel, John. 
1761—Hilyard, John. 
1761—Hite, Jost. 
1764—Hiatt, John. 
1765—Hockman, Jacob.. 
1770—Hawkins, Joseph. 
1771—Haton, John. 
1771—Hastings, Job. 
1774—Hope, John. 
1776—Hamilton, James. 
1780—Holtzenpiller, John. 
1783—Humphreys, John. 
1783—Higgins, James. 
1795—Hoge, Joseph. 
1798—Hall, James. 
1803—Hantsberger, Jacob. 


1745—Helm, Leonard. 
1771—Hood, Luke. 
1804—Hiett, Letty. 
1754—Horsy, Morgan. 
1781—Humble, Michale. 
1804—Helm, Meredith. 
1779—Helvestine, Peter. 
1757—Hazelrig, Richard. 
1767—Hughes, Ralph. 
1770—Hulse, Richard. 
1777—Henning, Robert. 
1780—Hodgson, Robert. 
1784—Horseley, Richard. 
1787—Hammock, Rudolph. 
1796—Haines, Robert. 
1800—Hollingsworth, Robert. 
1802—Holliday, Robert. 
1747—Hayes, Sarah. 
1771—Harley, Sigismund. 
1776—Holtzenpiller, Stephen. 
1766—Hilliard, Thomas. 
1778—Helm, Thomas. 
1788—Hampton, Thomas. 
1747—Howell, William. 
1749—Howell, William. 
1764—Hall, William. 
1767—Hiet, William. 
1782—Hawkins, William. 
1771—ller, Godfrey. 
1765—Inbrunt, Hildebrand. 
1767—Ireson, James. 
1749—Isaac, Sam’l. 
1760—Isaac, Sam’l. 
1759—Jenkins, Aaron. 
1746—Jacoaks, David. 
1770—John, Daniel. 
1750—Jacobs, George. 
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1783—Jolliffe, Elizabeth 
1752—Jones, Gore. 
1796—Johnson, George. 
1748—Job, Hannah. 
1767—Jackson, Hugh. 
1763—James, Jenkin. 
1771—Jones, James. 
1771—Jolliffe, James. 
1777—Jolliffe, John. 
1791—Jackson, Joseph. 
1793—Jones, Joseph. 
1794—Jackson, Josiah. 
1763—Johnson, Robert. 
1748—Jones, Spencer. 
1747—Jasper, William. 
1770—Jolliffe, William. 
1800—Kendrick, Abraham. 
1802—Kline, Adam. 
1758—Kennedy, Dan’l. 
1766—Keys, Gersham. 
1763—Kelso, John. 
1772—Koughnarver, Jacob. 
1787—Knight, James. 
1788—Kerchevall, John. 
1789—Keckley, Jacob. 
1805—King, Joseph. 
1757—Ketchner, Michael. 
1779—Kerfoot, William. 
1805—Lister, Cornelius. 
1766—Linder, George. 
1768—Leith, George. 
1770—Leiedamooth, George. 
1783—Lawbinger, George M. 
1803—Lynn, George. 
1748—Littler, George. 
1757—Leonberger, John. 
1757—Lemmon, James. 


1758—Lupton, Joseph. 
1760—Langdon, Joseph. 
1778—Lebew, John. 
1779—Lawrence, John. 
1782—Larrick, John. 
1784—Lemby, John. 
1791—Lupton, Joseph. 
1795—Lindsay, James. 
1798—Lay, John. 
1804—Larrick, John. 
1805—Lupton, John. 
1792—Lawyer, Michael. 
1761—Lemmon, Nicholas. 
1754—Lycon, Peter. 
1782—Lehew, Peter. 
1803—Lerew, Peter. 
1748—Lucas, Rebecca. 
1778—Littler, Sam’l. 
1803—Lebew, Spencer. 
1747—Leybourn, Thomas. 
1748—Little, Thomas. 
1751—Loftin, Thomas. 
1769—Lindsay, Thomas. 
1785—Lockmiller, Valentine. 
1783—Lupton, William. 
1762—Moggot, Christian. 
1805—Mastin, Charlotte. 
1761—Malin, David. 
1769—Murphy, Darby. 
1760—Morris, Elizabeth. 
1763—Mercer, Edward. 
1773—Milburn, Elizabeth. 
1779—Mauck, Frederick.. 
1749—Mercer, John. 
1751—Melton, John. 
1759—Matthews, Joseph. 
1761—Milburn, John. 
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1766—Miller, Jacob. 
1766—Moler, John A. 
1790—Marker, Jacob. 
1794—Marquis, John. 
1799—Marberger, John. 
1804—Morgan, Joseph. 
1769—Mahlin, Lydia. 
1793—Miller, Michael. 
1805—Mercer, Moses. 
1760—Mesmore, Peter. 
1771—Mauk, Peter. 
1786—Moore, Peter. 
1752—Merchant, Richard. 
1760—Mount, Richard. 
1760—Moore, Riley. 
1763—Morgan, Richard. 
1805—Meade, Richard K. 
1748—Moore, Simon. 
1749—Morris, Samuel. 
1797—Moyers, Stephen. 
1790—Martin, Thomas. 
1782—Miller, Valentine. 
1758—Miller, William. 
1779—McDonald, Augus. 
1788—McCord, Arthur. 
1804—McKay, Andrew. 
1743—McName, Bryan. 
1749—McHenry, Barnaby. 
1799—McCann, Daniel. 
1751—McCoole, James. 
1765—McCormick, John. 
1787—McDonald, John. 
1804—McCoole, James. 
1804—McMurray, James. 
1760—McKey, Margaret. 
1789—McDonald, Mary. 


1801—McKee, Robert. 
1800—McMahon, Timothy. 
1801—McDougal, Thomas. 
1749—McMahon, William. 
1754—McLain, William. 
1765—Newkirk, Bennett. 
1795—Nicholson, George. 
1751—Nicklin, John. 
1751—Neill, John. 
1788—Nisewander, John. 
1796—Neill, Joseph. 
1797—Norton, John H. 
1797—Neill, John. 
1776—Neill, Lewis. 
1790—Nulton, Maria A. 
1779—Neill, William. 
1794—Oglesby, Alex’r. 
1754—Oguillion, Duncan, 
1795—Oliver, James. 
1798—Orndorff, John. 
1765—Otto, Tobias. 
1801—Pugh, Ann. 
1803—Pitman, Anthony. 
1801—Poe, Beltzer. 
1795—Parkins, Elisha. 
1750—Parker, Gilbert. 
1752—Pearis, George. 
1757—Pemberton, George. 
1797—Price, George. 
1748—Parrell, Hugh. 
1749—Paul, Hugh. 
1765—Peregoy, Henry. 
1776—Peyton, Henry, Jr. 
1774—Parkins, Isaac. 
1805—Painter, Isaac. 
1750—Poker, John W. B. 
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1769—Pifer, Joseph. 
1771—Painter, John. 
1773—Pollard, Joseph. 
1784—Parkins, Joseph. 
1796—Pickering, John. 
1801—Parkins, Joseph. 
1762—Peirce, Lewis. 
1781—Peirce, Michael. 


1770—Penncellor, Nicholas. 


1758—Pritchard, Rees. 
1756—Patton, Samuel. 
1786—Phillips, Solomon. 
1800—Pickering, Samuel. 
1789—Pugh, Thomas. 
1760—Purnall, William. 
1770—Pritchard, William. 
1770—Pitzer, Wolsey. 
1789—Pickering, William. 
1748—Ross, Alex’r. 
1789—Reagh, Adam. 
1805—Rutherford, Benj. 
1804—Ruiker, Casper. 
1748—Ross, David. 
1762—Read, Daniel. 
1768—Rankin, David. 
1795—Roberdeau, Dan’l. 
1804—Ross, David. 
1777—Reed, Edward. 
1784—Roberts, Elizabeth. 
1797—Rice, Edward W. 
1805—Rogers, Esau. 
1757—Riely, Ferrell. 
1781—Ross, George. 
-1802—Roland, Gordon. 
1800—Renner, George. 
1771—Rees, Henry. 


1793—Richard, Henry. 
1796—Rinker, Henry. 
1751—Ross, James. 
1757—Richards, John. 
1766—Reed, Joseph. 
1767—Reagan, John. 
1783—Ridgway, Josiah. 
1784—Ross, James. 
1785—Rice, John. 
1755—Reed, Mary. 
1768—Rees, Morris. 
1790—Riely, Martin. 
1794—Reed, Mary. 
1794—Rutter, Mathias. 
1799—Rice, Patrick. 
1760—Richey, Robert. 
1778—Russell, Robert. 
1785—Rigg, Richard. 
1785—Ridgeway, Richard. 
1760—Rice, Simeon. 
1785—Rees, Thomas. 
1803—Roberts, Thomas. 
1761—Ruble, Ulrick. 
1759—Ramey, William. 
1768—Roberts, William. 
1777—Russell, William. 
1798—Robinson, William. 
1758—Steward, Alex’r. 
1768—Stephens, Alex’r. 
1783—Sedgwick, Benj. 
1776—Smith, Charles. 
1801—Shaver, Christian, 
1760—Springer, Dennis. 
1763—Shibley, Daniel. 
1768—Smith, Daniel. 
1770—Stout, Daniel. 
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1787—Shaver, Elizabeth. 
1791—Snickers, Edward. 
1771—Steep, Frederick. 
1749—Sheaster, George. 
1778—Smith, George. 
1746—Shepherd, John. 
1760—Small, John. 
1761—Sayer, James. 
1762—Snapp, John. 
1764—Sherer, John. 
1770—Sphear, John M. 
1770—Stickley, John. 
1785—Sowers, Jacob. 
1785—Stien, James. 
1786—Snapp, John. 
1787—Smith, Jeremiah. 
1790—Sedgwick, James. 
1792—Seaborn, James. 
1794—Smith, Jeremiah. 
1796—Seevers, John. 
1796—Stephens, Joseph. 
1797—Sheriff, John. 
1798—Sinerall, James. 
1801—Settle, John. 
1801—Seabert, Jacob. 
1805—Stonebridge, John. 
1776—Stephens, Lawrence. 
1763—Selzer, Mathias. © 
1762—Snaffer, Mary. 
1784—Summers, Michael. 
1801—Smith, Michael. 

1757—Stephens, Peter. 
a/ 1773—Sperry, Peter. 
1789—Swann, Philip. 
1755—Stapleton, Robert. 
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1765—Stephenson, Richard. 


1770—Shepherd, Sarah. 
1788—Sample, Samuel. 
1760—Swearingen, Thomas, 
1762—Sharp, Thomas. 
1766—Sperry, Thomas. 
1774—Stribling, Taliaferro. 
1796—Simpson, Thomas. 
1755—Shirley, Walter. 
1766—Stroup, William. 
1796—Sword, William. 
1802—Stansbury, William. 
1762—Turner, Anthony. 
1796—Throckmorton, Albion. 
1798—Taylor, Benj. 
1755—Thomas, Evan. 
1763—Thomas, Enos. 
1763—Thomas, Ellis. 
1793—Talbott, Edward. 
1800—Talbott, Eleanor. 
1783—Troutwine, George S. 
1800—Thorp, Isaac. 
1749—Tradan, John. 
1760—Taylor, Jacob. 
1786—Thomas, John. 
1790—Trout, Jacob. 
1800—Todd, James. 
1805—Taylor, John. 
1794—Trotter, Mathew. 
1763—Thomas, Nathaniel 
1768—Thrasher, Richard. 
1771—Thompson, Ralph. 
1743—Thompson, Reuben. 
1762—Taylor, Sam’l. 
1744—Turner, Thomas. 
1780—Thorp, Zebulun. 
1768—Ulman, Mary. 
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1754—Vance, Andrew. 
1768—Vance, David. 
1773—Vete, Ezekiel. 
1785—Vance, Elizabeth. 
1745—Van Meter, John. 
1751—Vance, James. 
1760—Vance, John. 
1762—Vance, James. 
1792—Vance, William. 
1751—Warner, Adam.. 
1804—White, Alex’r. 
1760—White, Benj. 
1795—Williams, Barnett. 
1799—Wetzell, Christopher. 
1756—Whitrick, Daniel. 
1774—Watts, David. 
1765—Watkins, Evan. 
1800—White, Edward. 
1785—Wigler, Henry. 
1787—Whiting, Henry. 


1804—Washington, Hannah. 


1751—Wyebough, Jacob. 
1756—Walker, John. 
1760—Wood, James. 
1760—Wright, James. 


1762—Wilson, John. 
1768—Wise, Jacob. 
1777—Wilson, James. 
1789—Welsh, Jonathan. 
1801—White, Jacob. 
1746—Walls, Mary. 
1760—Whetzell, Martin. 
1764—Wright, Mary. 
1764—Walton, Moses. 
1766—Wolfe, Michael. 
1782—Walton, Moses. 
1796—White, Mary. 
1779—Wolfe, Peter. 
1779—Wilson, Robert. 
1790—Withers, Ralph. 
1792—Wilson, Robert. 
1785—Wickersham, Sam’l. 
1752—Wood, Tobias. 
1786—Wood, Thomas. 
1766—White, William. 
1780—Weathers, William. 
1805—Wickersham, William. 
1749—Young, James. 
1765—Zanuvall, Andrew. 
1803—Zall, Andrew. 
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THE LAST FIFTEEN YEARS OF THE HOUSE 
OF BURGESSES OF VIRGINIA, 1761-1776. 


By JAMES MERCER GARNETT. 


[It had been the intention of the writer to summarize the history of 
the House of Burgesses of Virginia as presented in the seven volumes 
of their Journals so far reprinted, but space was wanting for so lengthy 
an article, hence he has confined himself to a consideration of the first 
four volumes reprinted,—all edited by the former State Librarian, Mr. 
John P. Kennedy. Summaries by the present writer of the last three 
volumes will be found in The Nation for April 23, 1908, Oct. 21, 1909, 
and Jan. 6, 1910.] 


As is well known to all interested in this very valuable publication 
by the State Library Board, the Journals of the House of Bur- 
gesses of Virginia, the several volumes are published in reverse 
order chronologically, but that order will not be followed in 
this article. As an interesting item of bibliography, I may mention 
here that the Library of the Maryland Historical Society once con- 
tained a bound volume of Journals of the Virginia House of Burgesses 
for five sessions, May 19th, 1763, to March 12th, 1767. This volume 
was presented a few years ago by the Council of the Maryland His- 
torical Society to the Virginia State Library, and in recognition of 
this courtesy the State Librarian sends regularly to the Maryland His- 
torical Society the several volumes of these Journals as they are pub- 
lished. The existence of this volume was then unknown to the former 
State Librarian, and the Journals were printed from transcripts made 
in London. 

The volume of Journals of the House of Burgesses of Virginia 
from 1761 to 1765, is largely taken up with their dealings with the 
Indians, and with matters relating to the “Parsons’ Cause,” and to 
the Stamp Act. 

It was a matter of great importance to the Colonies to come to 
terms with the Indians in respect to the ownership of lands, and sev- 
eral meetings were held in regard to this matter. On the death of 
Gen. Forbes, Gen. Stanwix succeeded to the command, and before his 
arrival the Deputy Superintendent, Croghan, held conferences with the 
Indians. There was a meeting at Pittsburg in July, 1759, and an- 
other in October, at which Gen. Stanwix was present. Gov. Fauquier 
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wrote several letters in respect to the lands between the Greenbrier 
and the New rivers, which were claimed by the Cherokees as well as 
by the Six Nations. No action was taken by Virginia until the treaties 
of Hard Labor and Fort Stanwix, noticed in the Journals for 1766 to 
1769. The old regiment had been disbanded and an effort was now 
made to raise a new one. The bill was finally passed, providing for 
recruiting 1,000 men, appropriating £30,000 to pay and clothe them, 
and taxing each tithable person one shilling to raise the money. The 
House voted 66 to 3, in favor of it, but the Council barely passed it 
by 5 to 4 votes. The dissatisfaction among the Indians was settled 
by the treaty at Hard Labor, in South Carolina, on October 5th, 1768, 
and that at Fort Stanwix on November 5th, of the same year. These 
treaties established the claim of the Colony to the lands from the 
Alleghanies to the Ohio river. In 1764, Sir Jeffrey Amherst, the 
Commander-in-Chief, wished the Colony to furnish a regiment of 500 
men, but the House of Burgesses declined, stating their reasons, and 
said that they would have to rest the defence of the frontiers upon 
their militia. 

The Indians continued to be very troublesome on the frontiers, and 
the Governor so advised the Board of Trade on July 23, 1764. He also 
declined to grant the request of the Cherokees to go to England again, 
which request had already been refused by the Superintendent of 
Indian affairs, Mr. Stuart. This caused discontent among the In- 
dians, and together with the murder of some Indians in 
Augusta county in 1765 nearly caused an uprising, which was 
only averted by the efforts of Col. Andrew Lewis. The people were 
anxious for war, and the efforts of Col. Lewis to bring the guilty 
parties to justice, caused the “Augusta Boys” to issue a proclamation 
on June 4th, 1765, offering a reward of £1,000 for the arrest of Col. 
Lewis. Moreover, the “Paxton Boys,” of Pennsylvania, sent word to 
the “Augusta Boys” that “if they were not strong enough to rescue 
persons arrested for murdering Indians, assistance would at once be 
forwarded from Pennsylvania.” Thus the disputes with the Indians 
very nearly caused a war, and even an insurrection amongst those 
lawless people. 

The finances of the Colony caused much deliberation from 1760 to 
1765. The whole period from 1758 to the resolutions against the Stamp 


~ Act was one of great financial trouble. 


The “Two-Penny Act” was associated with the differences between 
the Virginia and the foreign merchants. Virginia could not coin 
money, and trade brought no gold and silver into the Colony, so to- 
bacco was the medium of exchange. 

As early as 1632 this had been agreed upon. In 1696 the salary of 
the clergy was fixed at 16,000 pounds of tobacco, to be levied by the 
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vestries and parishes. This law did not allow for fluctuation in the 
price of tobacco. The act of 1748 revised this, and fixed the value of 
inspected tobacco at 16s 8d per 100 lbs., fifty per cent. in excess of the 
valuation in 1696. In 1755, on account of a great drought, an act was 
passed allowing debtors to settle in money at the above price. To- 
bacco was worth more, so the clergy appealed to the Bishop of London 
in 1756, asking that the act be annulled by the King. This long ap- 
peal is given in the Preface to the Journals of 1761-1765 (pp. xlii. ff). 
In 1758 a similar act was passed by the Assembly, and in 1759 an ex- 
planatory act. Many suits followed, but especially the notable one of 
the Rev. James Maury, of the Parish of Fredericksville, in Louisa 
county, to recover the tobacco, in which Patrick Henry was of coun- 
sel for the defendants. On November 5th, 1763, the court held the act 
of 1758 to be void, but when the jury came to settle the amount of dam- 
ages, after five minutes’ deliberation, they returned a verdict for the 
plaintiff of one penny, and this ended the case.* 

“The Clergy appealed to the Governor on the ground of oppression, 
but while he consented to grant the appeal, the matter was never 
brought prominently before the people again.” 

As early as December 18th, 1764, the House of Burgesses adopted an 
address to his Majesty, and memorials to the Lords and Commons, and 
to the agent of the Colony, against the proposed Stamp Act, assuring 
his Majesty of their “firm and inviolable attachment to his sacred 
person and government,” but entreating his protection “in the enjoy- 
ment of their ancient and inestimable right of being governed by such 
laws respecting their internal polity and taxation as are derived from 
their own consent, with the approbation of their Sovereign or his 
substitute.” 

The letter of Gov. Fauquier to the Board of Trade, of June 5th, 
1765, is also given, in which he encloses four resolutions, and states 
that the fifth was adopted by a vote of 20 to 19, but was afterwards 
“struck off” next day. There were but 39 members present out of 116 
of which the House consisted. The Governor says: “In the course of 
the debates I have heard that very indecent language was used by a 
Mr. Henry, a young lawyer who had not been a month a member of 


* References to the literature on both sides, in the Virginia State Library and in 
the Boston Athenseum, are given in the Preface to the Journals. See also William 
Wirt Henry’s “ Life of Patrick Henry,” Vol. I, and William Wirt’s “ Life of Pat- 
Henry,’ Section I, 9th ed., 1838. 

+The Stamp Act in full, and Henry’s resolutions against it, together with the 
accounts given by Henry, Jefferson and Paul Carrington, and the text as it ap- 
peared in the Newport Mercury of June 24th, and the Boston papers of July Ist, 
are given in the Preface. These resolutions caused the formation of the first 
society of the Sons of Liberty, “‘in Boston early in July, 1765,” 
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the House,—who carried all the young members with him; so that I 
hope I am authorized in saying there is cause at least to doubt whether 
this would have been the sense of the Colony if more of their repre- 
sentatives had done their duty by attending to the end of the session.” 
The passage of these resolutions caused the dissolution of the Assem- 
bly next day, June 1st; and the Governor’s letter to the Board of 
Trade, giving an account of the proceedings, followed a few days later. 
The act was to take effect November Ist, 1765, and we have an inter- 
esting letter from Governor Fauquier to the Board of Trade, dated 
November 3d, giving an account of what took place then. Col. George 
Mercer, custodian of the stamps, arrived at Williamsburg on Wednes- 
day, October 30th, and found the people in a great state of excitement. 
The Governor says that he should “call this concourse of people a mob 
if he did not know that it was chiefly, if not altogether, composed of 
gentlemen of property in the Colony.” They met Col. Mercer on the 
way and demanded whether he would resign or act in this office as 
Distributor of Stamps. He replied that he would give them an answer _ 
at 10 o’clock on Friday morning at that place. Some said that Friday 
was too late; the act would take place, and they would have an an- 
swer to-morrow [Thursday]. Messages were brought to Mr. Mercer 
by leading men in the crowd, but he said that he had given an answer 
and would have no other extorted from him. They were about to rush 
in, but the Governor appeared, and Mr. Mercer, against his own in- 
clination, was persuaded by some of his friends, to promise an answer 
at the Capitol the next evening at five. The Governor escorted Mr. 
Mercer to his house, and they discussed the subject. The Governor 
advised him not to regard the reasonings of his father [Mr. John Mer- 
cer] and his brother, [Mr. James Mercer], both lawyers, attending the 
Court, “who,” says the Governor, “were frightened out of their senses 
for him.” 

Mr. Mercer appeared at the Capitol at five the next evening, and the 
cesult was that he determined to resign the appointment. When the 
Court met next day, the Governor asked if he could supply the Court 
with proper stamps, and he replied that he could not, so the Court was 
adjourned to the roth of April, and Col. Mercer entrusted the stamps 
to Capt. Sterling, of his Majesty’s ship, “Rainbow.” A letter of his 
to Governor Sharpe, of Maryland, (found in Gov. Sharpe’s Corres- 
pondence, in the Library of the Maryland Historical Society), states 
that he had in his charge the stamps for three colonies, doubtless, 
Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina. “The Magistrates through- 
out the Colony determined that they would not enforce the Stamp Act, 
and declined to serve further as officers of the Colony.” 

In the Journals for April 14th, 1768, we find an address to the King, 
and addresses to the Lords and the Commons on the state of affairs, 
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from “the Council and the Burgesses and Representatives of the 
People of Virginia.” After thanking the King for the repeal of the 
Stamp Act, they “most humbly implore your Fatherly goodness and 
Protection of this and all their sister Colonies in the Enjoyment of 
their ancient and inestimable right of being Governed by such Laws 
only, respecting their internal Polity and Taxation, as are derived from 
their own Consent with the approbation of their Sovereign.” 

Lord Botetourt was appointed Governor with a view to alienating 
Virginia from Massachusetts and the other Colonies, and at the meet- 
ing of the Assembly on May 11th, 1769, he expressed the wish that 
no resolutions sustaining the cause of Massachusetts be passed by the 
Virginia Assembly. But he “reckoned without his host,” as the reso- 
lutions of May 16th, 1769, showed, which claimed that “the sole right 
of imposing taxes on the inhabitants of this his Majesty’s Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia is now, and ever hath been, legally and consti- 
tutionally vested in the House of Burgesses; that it is lawful and ex- 
pedient to procure the concurrence of his Majesty’s other Colonies, in 
dutiful addresses, praying the royal interposition in favour of the 
violated rights of America;” also that “the seizing of any person or 
persons, residing in this Colony, suspected of any crime whatsoever 
committed therein, and sending such person or persons to places beyond 
the sea to be tried, is highly. derogatory of the rights of British sub- 
jects ;”—and more to the same effect. These resolutions caused the 
dissolution of the Assembly next day. The repeal of all the duties, 
except that on tea, soon followed, and Lord Botetourt communicated the 
decision of the Crown to the Assembly on November 7th, 1769, which 
ended the discussion on the question of taxation, and enabled the As- 
sembly to take up other matters of importance, especially the finances. 

Much of the time of this Assembly was taken up with the affairs of 
the Treasury, and the action of the late Treasurer, Mr. John Robinson, 
in re-emitting the Treasury notes that were ordered by the Assembly 
to be burned. 

It was claimed that his object was to relieve the financial distress, 
the notes being secured by the paper of various individuals, but it was 
illegal nevertheless. Mr. Robinson had been appointed Treasurer in 
1738 and died May 11th, 1766. The securities held by him and his 
estate more than met the demands of the Colony, and “the reports of 
the investigating committee,” says the editor, “indicate his purpose as 
anything but an intent to defraud,” but the result of the investigation 
was that the offices of Treasurer and of Speaker of the House of 
Burgesses, which Mr. Robinson had held for twenty-eight years, were 
henceforth separated. 

Richard Henry Lee was very prominent in this investigation of the 
Treasury in 1765, and the results that followed. 
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Edmund Randolph, in his MS. History of Virginia, (in the Library 
of the Virginia Historical Society,) speaks very highly of Mr. Robinson. 

Robert Carter Nicholas was made Treasurer, and later Peyton Ran- 
dolph was elected Speaker of the House of Burgesses. 

Indian affairs occupied the attention of the Assembly after the treaty 


’ of Fort Stanwix, November 5th, 1758. Two letters of the Superin- 


tendent of Indian affairs, John Stuart, a deed signed by the Six Na- 
tions, two letters of the Commissioners, Thomas Walker and Andrew 
Lewis, and one of Lord Botetourt, will be found in the Preface to 
the Journals. 

The most important act of the first session of 1769 was the passage 
of the resolutions already referred to, which caused the dissolution 
by the Governor. The members of the House of Burgesses at once 
repaired to a private house, appointed Peyton Randolph, the late 
Speaker, as Moderator, discussed the state of the Colony, and deter- 
mined on the formation of an Association, appointing a committee “to 
prepare the necessary and most proper regulations for that purpose,” 
and to report next day at ten o’clock. An adjourned meeting was held 
next day, Thursday, May 18th, the Association duly formed, and the 
signatures of the Burgesses appended. 

There was a November session of 1769, being a new Assembly, which 
discussed Indian relations, especially the western boundary, and the 
treaty of Lochabar, S. C. The personnel of the Burgesses remained 
almost the same, except in the case of those who opposed the 
Stamp Act resolutions, who were left at home. 

A memorial was presented by the House of Burgesses to the Gov- 
ernor, Lord Botetourt, on the western boundary, as the House did not 
favor the line, proposed by the Superintendent of Indian Affairs. A 
copy of this memorial was sent by the Governor to the Superintendent, 
which papers are given in the Preface, and the Governor urged the 
Superintendent to enter upon a treaty with the Cherokees as soon as 
possible. This resulted in the Treaty of Lochaber, S. C., October 
18th, 1770. Early in this year Edward Montague, the London agent 
for the Colony of Virginia, notified the Committee of Correspondence 
that several gentlemen, called the “Ohio Company,” were attempting 
to obtain a grant of 1,350,000 acres of land on the Ohio, against which 
he protested. 

Washington wrote to Lord Botetourt on the subject, October 5th, 
1770, being concerned lest this grant might interfere with grants al- 
ready made to soldiers for their services in the French and Indian war. 
John Mercer, of Marlborough, Stafford county, Virginia, was Secretary 
of the Ohio Company, and his son, Col. George Mercer, formerly 
Aide-de-Camp to Washington, and delegate with him representing 
Frederick county in the House of Burgesses, (1761-65) was agent for 
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the company in London. He notified Washington on December 18th, 
“that the 200,000 acres claimed by officers of the Virginia troops had 
been accepted by the company as valid, and that their rights should be 
respected.” No further attempt on the part of the Colony was made to 
prevent the cession to the company, and in 1772 a grant bearing that 
date was delivered. 

Lord Botetourt died on October 15th, 1770, and William Nelson, 
President of the Council, succeeded him, pending the appointment of 
a new Governor. 

We have a letter from him of October 18th, supporting Washington 
in his objections to the grant to the Ohio Company, but these were 
obviated by the consent of the company to respect the grant to the 
soldiers. Lord Dunmore, too, on succeeding to the Governorship, con- 
demned the project of establishing a colony on the Ohio river, and a 
letter from him on the subject, dated November 12th, 1770, is given. 
He argued that the Colony on the Ohio was too far from the settled 
portions; that the transport of commodities would be very expensive; 
that it would not pay, and that it might bring on an Indian war. 

We have another Association entered upon on June 22nd, 1770, by 
the members of the House of Burgesses and the merchants of Wil- 
liamsburg, including twelve articles of non-importation, and resolving 
that these articles shall be binding on each signer “until the act of 
Parliament which imposes a duty on tea, paper, glass, and painters’ 
colours, be totally repealed.” The twelfth and last article, which pro- 
vided against the importation of “any merchandise or manufactures 
exported from Great Britain, which are, or hereafter shall be, taxed by 
an act of Parliament for the purposes of raising a revenue in America,” 
was to remain in force “until the contrary be declared by a general meet- 
ing of the members of this Association ;” it contained some 160 signa- 
tures. During the session of 1771 the question of an American Epis- 
copate was agitated, but the Burgesses were opposed to it, and passed 
a resolution of thanks to the four Virginia clergymen who opposed it, 
although the majority favored it. The editor quotes from Campbell’s 
History of Virginia, who gives as a reason for this opposition that 
“It was believed that, if bishops should be sent over, they would unite 
with the Governors in opposition to the rights of America.” He adds: 
“The laity of the Episcopal Church in America, were, excepting a small 
minority, opposed to the measure.” This may have been true at that 
time, but the laity of the Episcopal Church in Virginia controlled the 
Assembly, by a very large majority, and were needlessly apprehensive 
of the influence of bishops. Some of the most ardent advocates of 
the rights of America were the Episcopal clergy and laity. 

As showing the high regard entertained by the people of Virginia 
for Lord Botetourt, on July 20th, 1771, the House of Burgesses re- 
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solved, memine contradicente, that “an elegant statue [of him] be 
erected in marble at the public expense, with proper inscriptions, ex- 
pressing the grateful sense this House entertains of his Lordship’s 
prudent and wise administration, and their great solicitude to perpetu- 
ate, as far as they are able, the remembrance of those many public 
and social virtues which adorned his illustrious character.” 

As is well known, this statue still stands in front of William and 
Mary College. 

Lord Dunmore was transferred from New York to Virginia as Gov- 
ernor in October, 1771, and soon afterwards he issued his proclamation 
of Oct. 12, dissolving the Assembly. 

The last volume of the Journals (being the first reprinted) includes 
the sessions of 1773 to 1776. The next session of the Assembly, fol- 
lowing that of April 11th, 1772, convened on March 4th, 1773, after 
several prorogations. 

Gov. Dunmore, very unwillingly, had called the Assembly together, 
“in order to deliberate,” (as he says), “on a matter I have to lay be- 
fore them of great moment to the welfare of this .Colony,”—which 
proved to be the extensive counterfeiting of the currency that had been 
recently discovered. Being called together, the Assembly thought 
proper to discuss other matters “of great moment to the welfare of 
this Colony,” the most important of which was the noted resolutions 
of Dabney Carr, presented October 12, 1773, of which Mr. Jefferson 
has left us an account,—appointing “a standing Committee of Corres- 
pondence and Inquiry,” consisting of eleven of the most prominent 
gentlemen in the Colony, “to obtain the most early and authentic in- 
telligence of all such acts and resolutions of the British Parliament, in 
proceedings of administration, as may relate to or affect the British 
Colonies in America,’ and “to correspond with our sister Colonies ;” 
also to enquire into the case of the “Gaspee.” 

This Committee at once prepared a circular letter to the Assemblies 
of the other Colonies, and: similar Committees were formed by them.* 

The Minutes of the Committee of Correspondence follow the 
Journals of 1773, 1774, and 1775, in this volume. They are also given 
in the calendar of Virginia State Papers, Vol. VIII. This session of 
the Assembly was prorogued by the Governor on March 15th until 
June 17th following, and three times further successively, so that it 


. did not meet until May 5th, 1774. 


But news of the Boston Port Bill arrived in May, 1774, and the Vir- 
ginia Assembly determined to take notice of it. On May 24th, they 


*See my paper on the ‘Committee of Correspondence” and the “Call for the 
first Congress,” in Vol. XI, of the “Collections of the Virginia Historical So- 
ciety,” 1892. 
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appointed the 1st of June, 1774, “for a day of fasting, humiliation and 
_ prayer, to implore heaven to avert from us the evils of civil war, to 
inspire us with firmness in the support of our rights, and to turn the 
hearts of the King and Parliament to moderation and justice.” This 
resolution was printed by order of the Assembly in the Virginia Ga- 
zette of May 26th, and as soon as the Governor saw it, he summoned 
the Assembly, and informed them that this paper made it necessary for 
him to dissolve them, and they were dissolved accordingly. 

On the day following, May 27th, 89 members of the House of Bur- 
gesses and others, assembled at the Raleigh Tavern, and formed an- 
other anti-important Association, stating specifically, “It is further 
- our opinion that as tea, on its importation into America, is charged 
with a duty imposed by Parliament for the purpose of raising a reve- 
nue without the consent of the people, it ought not to be used by any 
person who wishes well to the constitutional rights and liberty of 
British America.” A convention of delegates from each county was 
appointed to meet at Williamsburg on Aug. Ist, which appointed dele- 
gates to meet those of the other Colonies. The minutes of this con- 
vention of August Ist, 1774, were printed, but it is one of the rarest 
pamphlets connected with Virginia Revolutionary history. The As- 
sembly was continuously prorogued in the effort to secure a more 
pliable body, until it finally met on 1st June, 1775. The removal of 
the gunpowder from the magazine in Williamsburg, and the consequent 
enforcement of payment for it by Patrick Henry and his men, occurred 
this spring. 

Gov. Dunmore’s proclamation of May 3d, 1775, gives his public rea- 
sons for removing the gunpowder from the magazine to H. M. Ship, 
the Fowey, but his letter to Lord Dartmouth of May Ist, given in the 
Preface to the Journals and occupying two folio pages of print, con- 
tains his true reasons for the removal, as he says that “It lay exposed 
to any attempt that might be made to seize it, and I had reason to be- 
lieve the people intended to take that step.” He closes his letter by 
saying that, if troops, arms, and ammunition were sent there, he “could 
raise such a force from among Indians, Negroes and other persons, as 
would soon reduce the refractory people of this Colony to obedience.” 

A broadside issued in Williamsburg on April 29th had given news 
of the battle of Lexington. In accordance with Gov. Dunmore’s pro- 
clamation of May 12th, the House of Burgesses met on June Ist, and, as 
things looked threatening, on July 7th Dunmore removed with his 
family to the Fowey, lying off York, stating that “he believed his family 
were in danger of bodily harm, and were no longer safe at Williams- 
burg.” 

Lord Dunmore had been apprehensive since Patrick Henry’s arrival 
with the Virginia militia near Williamsburg, when he compelled Rich- 
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ard Corbin, his Majesty’s Receiver-General, to pay £330 as compensa- 
tion for the powder. Dunmore says in this letter to Lord Dartmouth: 
“A party headed by a certain Patrick Henry, one of the Delegates of 
this Colony, a man of desperate circumstances, and one who has been 
very active in encouraging disobedience and exciting a spirit of Revolt 
among the People, for many years past, advanced to within a few miles 
of this place, and there encamped with all the appearance of actual 
War,”—and more to the same effect. He thinks the payment for the 
powder was undertaken “pursuant to the Laws established by the Gen- 
eral Congress, wherein the people are directed to make reprisals on 
the persons and effects of the Officers of Governm’t for any damage 
done in consequence of the execution of their duty;” he apprehends 
“the seizing of me and my family as hostages to answer for any con- 
sequences that may ensue from the contest with Great Britain;” and 
he transmits two proclamations which he had issued. He has “little 
or no good expectations from the resolutions of the approaching As- 
sembly of Virginia, the violence of the temper of which has already 
been so publicly manifested.” 

Communications still passed between the Governor and the Assembly, 
in one of which on June 24th, 1775, the last day of the actual session 
of the Assembly, the Governor says: “The well-grounded cause I had 
for believing my Person not safe at Williamsburg has increased daily; 
I cannot therefore meet you at the Capitol as you entreat; but this day, 
[Saturday, June 24th,] being too far spent, I shall be ready, to receive 
the House on Monday, at twelve of the Clock at my present residence 
for the purpose of giving my assent to such Acts as I shall approve of.” 
The response of the House of Burgesses to this last message of their 
Governor was the adoption of six resolutions reported by a committee, 
the first of which reads: “Resolved, nemine contradicente, that his 
Lordship’s Message requiring this House to attend him on Board one 
of his Majesty’s Ships of War, is a high Breach of the Rights and 
Privileges of this House ;” and Mr. Mercer was appointed to carry the 
Resolution to the Council and request their concurrence, 

The presentation of these Resolutions was the last communication 
that passed between the House of Burgesses and Governor Dunmore.. 
The House adjourned soon afterwards to Oct. 12th, on which day it 
met, with but thirty-seven members present, and having no quorum it 
adjourned to March 7, 1776, when it met, with but thirty-two members 
present, and adjourned to May 6th. The last entry we have in the 


~ Journals of the Virginia House of Burgesses, is on this day, and reads 


as follows: “Several members met, but did neither proceed to Busi- 
ness, nor adjourn, as a House of Burgesses,” so this notable body, 
which had lasted from 1619 to 1776, died a natural death. The body 
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that succeeded it on May 6th, was composed of almost the same. per- 
sons under another name, and the ordinances passed by that Convention 
were the laws of the Commonwealth. By July 1st a Bill of Rights 
and a Constitution had been adopted, and a Governor, Patrick Henry, 
elected, so that the old Commonwealth was started on its new career 
before the Declaration of Independence. 

The Convention of 1775 had met on March 2oth and July 17th, in 
Richmond, and on December Ist, in Williamsburg, had appointed dele- 
gates to the General Congress, and a Committee of Safety to serve as 
the chief executive of the Colony during the interim of the Conven- 
tions, the first Committee having been appointed on August 17th, con- 
sisting of Edmund Pendleton, George Mason, John Page, Richard 
Bland, Thomas Ludwell Lee, Paul Carrington, Dudley Digges, William 
Cabell, Cartér Braxton, James Mercer, and John Tabb. 

The second Committee was appointed on December 16th, and con- 
sisted of Dudley Digges, John Page, Paul Carrington, Edmund Pendle- 
ton, James Mercer, Thomas Ludwell Lee, William Cabell, Richard Bland, 
Joseph Jones, John Tabb and Thomas Walker, and these gentlemen 
governed the Colony until the election of Patrick Henry as Governor 
by the Convention of 1776. 

Thus the transition from Colony to Commonwealth in Virginia was 
made very quietly and with great unanimity, but a long and bloody war 
was still in prospect before independence was to be realized. The Tories 
in Virginia were few in number, and of slight consequence in influence 
and action. The Revolutionary movement was made almost unani- 
mously, as was seen in the ease with which the House of Burgesses 
became the Convention, which adopted the Declaration of Rights and 
the Constitution. 

The hearts of the people of Virginia were enlisted in defence of their 
rights, a declaration of which was the first ordinance adopted “‘ by the 
representatives of the good people of Virginia, assembled in full and 
free Convention, which rights do pertain to them, and their posterity, as 
the basis and foundation of government.” 

So the Convention and the General Assembly were the legitimate 
successors of the ancient and honorable House of Burgesses. 
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GENEALOGY. 


THE BRENT FAMILY. 
Compiled by W. B. Cu1_ton, Washington, D. C. 
(CONTINUED. ) 


INSCRIPTIONS FROM OLp AcguiA Buryinc GROUND. 


Hic jacit Anna Maria, eldest daughter of George Brent, Esqr., obit 


17th Feb. 1685. Aeatis Suae 8 years. 
Clara y’e first born child of George Brent Esq’r, by Marie his 


second wife, Obit 10 March 1689. 
[Brass Plate Missing.] [George Brent’s First Wife.] 


She was the eldest daughter of Wm. Green of Clifford’s Inn by 
Mary eldest daughter of S. W. Layton of Finan, Worcestershire, 


[Brass Plate Missing.] 


Inscription on plate reads: 
Hic Iacet Robert 
Brent Gen’t The 
Brother of George 
Brent Esq’r Obit 
19th of Januarie 
1695-6. 
Inscription on tomb reads: 
He married Ann daughter of Edm. Baugh of Pensa, Worcester- 
shire and left three children by her, Marianna, Eliza and Richard. 
Etatis Suae 35. 


[Brass Plate Missing.] 


Inscription on brass plate reads: 

Hic Jacet Marie 

The Wife of George 
Brent Esq’r Obit 
12th of March 
1693-4. 

Inscription on stone reads: 
She was the daughter of the Lady Baltimore by Henry Sewell, 


Secretary of Maryland, aged 35 years. 
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There are two other tombs with flat slabs but without inscrip- 
tions, and a broken slab of white marble which marked a third. 

With the exception of this broken one the stones are in good con- 
dition, although the upright ones have fallen over somewhat. They 
are of fine grained sandstone and beautifully carved. One of the 
unmarked tombs is no doubt that of the first George Brent of Wood- 
stock. There are many unmarked mounds and the remains of a vault 
which has fallen in. 

This was the village burying ground of Aquia and is in the same 
field where the original Woodstock House was situated, not far from 
Aquia Creek, and about a mile from the site of the now extinct vil- 
lage of Aquia. The spot, until recently, was covered with a dense 
growth of underbrush. Old residents of the neighborhood remem- 
ber when there were many tomb stones standing in the burial ground 
of other families besides the Brents, but nearly all of these have 
long ago disappeared. 

Two brass tablets from the burial ground at Aquia were taken 
by Federal soldiers of the 26th New Jersey Regiment during the 
Civil War and came into possession of Col. A. G. Morrison, of 
Troy, N. Y., and of the Rev. D. T. Morrill, the Chaplain, of Newark, 
N. J., through whose kindness these interesting relics were returned 
to Mr. John Carroll Brent, of Washington. 

The first is of Mary, second wife of George Brent, of Woodstock 
(the first of the family in Virginia), and step-daughter of Lord Balti- 
more, and is dated 12th March 1693-4. The other, dated 19th Jan- 
uary, 1694-5, is that of Robert Brent (brother of George Brent 
aforesaid), who married the daughter of Edmund Baugh, Esq., of 
Penfon, Worcestershire, England. 


Lanp Grants To Georce Brent, 1677. 
{From the Virginia Land Books. 


Vol. 6, p. 625. 


Mr. George Brent 1143 acres on the north west side of Mr. Mathews 
land and on Hunting Creek. Dated Nov. 7. 

1677. Head rights: Wm. Turner, Wm. Sexty, Thomas Hix, Henry 
Lindell, John Jones, George Brent, Henry Brent, Henry Mildmay, 
John Thompson, Anthony Shelton, Richard Hardman, Mary Hard- 
man, George Wilkes, James Clifton, Edmund Fitzherbert, Elizabeth 
Greene, John Adams, Charles Baker, Mathew Davis, Evan Jones, 
Ralph Fleet, John Hoskins. 
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Vol. 6, p. 226. 


Mr. George Brent 1391 acres on a branch of the north fork of little 
Hunting Creek. Dated Nov. 6, 1677. Head rights: James Elavis, 
Thomas Strickland, Noell Whaley, William Whaley, James Levins, 
Wm. Tompson,,Peter Pencon, Jo Almond, Wm. Davis, Thomas Bo- 
teriux, Andrew Williams, Wm. Sims, John Archer, Thomas Light- 
wood, John Johnson, Elizabeth Cherrington, Elizabeth Wingell, George 
Brent, James Ashton, Thomas Lewis, Edmund West, John Sallen, 
Avice Woolen, Thomas Peace, Ralph Deane, John Wilkes, Thomas 
Dunn, 


Vol. 6, p. 625. 


George Brent, 584 acres in Stafford County on Little Hunting Creek, 
beginning near the mouth of said Creek and adjoining the said Brents 
own land and that of Mr. James Clifton. Granted Dec. 14, 1677. Head 
rights: George Brent, John Fitzherbert, Anthony Williams, Ann Brent, 
Dorothy Fitzherbert, George Matlett, Elizabeth Brent, Mary Brent, 
Edward Barton, Thomas Bird, Roach, Pethenton, Chan’r Veale.t 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 


- THE ROBINSON FAMILY OF MIDDLESEX, &c. 
(CONTINUED. ) 


Beverley and Susanna Robinson had a number of children, but only the 
following survived and had issue : 


79. Beverley,® born in New York March 8, 1754, and died at New 
York in 1816. He graduated at Columbia (King’s College) 
in 1773; was lieutenant colonel of the Loyal American regi- 
ment; at the evacuation of New York went to Nova Scotia 
and afterwards to New Brunswick, where he resided in or 
near St. Johns. He was a member of the Council of that 
Colony, colonel of a regiment raised there during the war 
between England and France. He died while on a vist to 
two sons who lived in New York. 

80. Morris,’ born November 15, 1759, and died at Gibralter in 1815. 
He served as a captain in the Queen’s Rangers during the 
Revolution, and after the war remained in the army. At 
the time of his death he was Lieutenat Colonel and Assist- 
ant Barrack-Master-General of the British Army. 

81. John,® born July 15, 1762; died October 8, 1828. He was a 
lieutenant in the Loyal Americans during the Revolution, 
and afterwards settled in New Brunswick, where he was a 
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successful merchant, Deputy Paymaster-General of the 
King’s forces in that Colony, member of the Council, 
Treasurer of New Brunswick, and President of the first 
bank chartered there. 


82. Sir Frederick Phillipse, G. C. B., born September, 1763; died 
at Brighton, Eng., January 1, 1857. He was an ensign 
in his father’s regiment in 1777, ensign in the 17th Foot, 
September, 1778, was wounded and captured at Stony 
Point, and when exchanged, left the country. He served 
in the West Indies, 1793-94, was captain, July, 1794, and 
major in September of the same year, and was present 
at the seige of Fort Bourbon, Martinique. In 1795 he re- 
turned to England, was commissioned lieutenant colonel 
January, 1800, colonel in July, 1810, and Brigadier General 
in 1812. He served under Wellington in the Peninsula, was 
distinguished at Vittoria and San Sebastian (where he was 
wounded). After the termination of the war in Spain he 
came to Canada as commander-in-chief of the troops in 
the Upper Province, and lead the attack at Plattsburg. 
From July 1, 1815 to 1816, he acted as Governor of Upper 
Canada. Soon afterwards he was removed to the West 
Indies to take command of the forces, was Governor of 
Tobago, lieutenant general in 1825, and general in 1841. 
On January 2, 1815, he was made Knight Commander of 
the Bath, and in 1818 obtained the grand cross of that order. 
He married, first, Grace Bowles, and secondly, Anne 
Fernyhough. In 1875 he had no descendant except a daugh- 
ter, Maria, widow of Hamilton Hamilton, Esq., formerly 
Secretary of the Legation at Paris. 

83. Sir William Henry,® K. H., was born in 1766, and died at Bath in 
1836. He went with his father to England and was ap- 
pointed to a place in the Commissariat Department of the 
English Army, and was at its head as Commissary Gen- 
eral at the time of his death. He was knighted for long 
service. He married Catherine, daughter of Cortlandt 
‘Skinner, Attorney General of New Jersey. In 1875 his 
descendants were a daughter, Elizabeth, and the chil- 
dren of his son, Col. W. H. Robinson. 


28. Dr. CHARLES CARTER’ RosBINsON (Benjamin®), lived at or near 
Bowling Green, Caroline county, and married Fanny Slaughter, of Cul- 
peper county. They had issue: 


84. John Suchet*® (of whom later.) 
8s. Charles Carter*, married Angelina Vaughan. 
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CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS. 


Vol. XVIII, p. 104, for ‘‘29. Henry Robinson,’’ read ‘‘24. Henry Robin- 
son,” and on p. 105, for “35. Col. Beverly Robinson,” read ‘25. Col. 
Beverly Robinson.”’ 

Vol. XVII, p. 208. To ‘‘54. Rev. Needler Robinson,” add: A copy 
of his will is preserved among the papers of the Williamsburg District 
Chancery Court. The abstract in Crozier’s “Williamsburg Wills,” 
(N. Y. 1906), is as follows: “Robinson, Needler, New Kent Co., 19 
Dec., 1822, p. 8, Jan., 1823; nephew William Robinson, of Benville, 
King and Queen Co.; niece Alice C. Jennings and her children [names 
given], five children of my nephew, William Robinson, viz: Ann, Ga- 
briella, Martha, Benjamin and William; and three children of my de- 
ceased niece, Fliza C. Piemont.”’ 

Vol. XVII, p. 208, “51. Peter.®’ In the Fredericksburg District Court 
Deeds, Book A, 1787-93, is a deed dated October 2, 1790, from Benjamin 
Grymes, of Orange county, Esq., and Sally his wife, to Henry Parry and 
Thomas Powell, of Liverpool, England, reciting that Peter Robinson, 
gent., late of King William county, Va., was, at the time of his 
death, seized of an estate in the parish of Bailwick, in the county of 
York, England, known by the name of Bowman Farm, near Salterforth, 
containing 36 acres, 3 rods and 26 perches, and said Peter died intestate, 
and said estate descended to his three daughters and co-heireses, Sally, 
Lucy and Judith, and said Sally has since intermarried with said Benja- 
min Grymes. 

This deed shows that the compiler of this genealogy (XVII, 209), like 
other writers on the Robinson family, was in error in stating that Mrs. 
Grymes was a daughter of Peter Robinson, Sr. The editor of the Wi/- 
liam and Mary Quarterly in Vol. XVIII, p. 186 of that magazine, is also 
shown to be in error in thinking that the suit of “ Grymes against Robin- 
son,” refers to the estate of Peter Robinson, Sr., instead of, as is now 
shown, to be that of Peter Robinson, Jr. This discovery also settles the 
difficulties stated on p. 187 of the William and Mary Quarterly. The 
proper genealogical statement is as follows: 

51. Peter® Rosinson (/e¢er"), married ——, and died intestate, leav- 
ing issue: 86. Lucy,® married Thomas Robinson (papers in the suit of 
Grymes vs. Robinson), and had at least one son, Alexander Lister’? 
Robinson; 87. Sarah® married Benjamin Grymes, of Orange county ; 
88. Judith,® died unmarried. It is her will given in this Magazine 
(XVII, 209), as that of her aunt, Judith Robinson. 

The editor of the William and Mary Quarterly has had access to a 
Robinson Chart, fuller than that used for this Magazine, and has been 
able in his Vol. XVIII, 183, &c., to give a fuller and more exact account 
of ‘12. John’ Robinson,” and his children, than that in Vol. XVII, 
205--207, in this Magazine. The account, corrected, is as follows: 
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11. JOHN’ RoBinson (Chrisfopher®), married three times: (1) Anne 
Read, (2) Frances Yates; (3) Miss Churchill. Issue (rst m.): 40. 
Judith,* died unmarried. Her will, dated December 8, 1805, and 
proved February 4, 1806, names her brothers Peter, William and Robert 
Robinson, and Judith, daughter of Robert; 41. Christopher,’ correctly 
given; 41a. Elizabeth*, married Matthew Whiting, Jr. 

Issue by 2d m.: 45. Mary,* died unmarried; will, dated March 10, 
1803, proved July 4, 1803, frees all her slaves and leaves the rest of her 
estate to Frances Yates Robinson, daughter of her brother John, and to 
the children of her sister Whiting; 43. Williain,® born April 11, 1749, 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Capiain Thomas Lilly of the Virginia 
Revolutionary Navy, and his wife Lucy, daughter of Carter Burwell. 
William® Robinson’s will was dated in Middlesex in 1807. (He had 
issue: 89. Lucy Lilly® married Benjamin Temple; go. Judith Williamtina 
F.,® born March 9, 1808, married John R. Taylor.) Mrs. Lucy (Lilly) 
Robinson married secondly, Mr. Chowning, of ‘‘ Locust Grove’’; 42. 
Robert8,° correctly given; 44. John,’ of ‘‘Green Branch,” Middlesex 
county; will dated September 18, 1818, and recorded in Middlesex. 
He married April 17, 1784, Deborah, daughter of Rev. William Dunlop 
and Deborah his wife (Issue: 91. William D.%; 92. Benjamin F.°; 93. 
Christopher’; 94. Deborah E.°); 49. Catherine,® correctly given. She 
married Thos. Wyatt on July 2, 1785. 

Issue 3d m. 49. Peter,’ correctly given; 46. Priscilla,* correctly given. 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 


THE ENGLISH DESCENT OF JOHN PLEASANTS (1645-1698), 
OF HENRICO COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 


By J. HALL PLEAsAnts, Baltimore, Md. 


WILL OF JOHN PLEASANTS. 
(CONTINUED.) 


Item I Give Grant devise and Bequeath unto my S’d Sonn Joseph 
Pleasant Bourn as aforesaid of the Body of my Dear and Loving 
Wife Jane Pleasants formerly the wife and Executrix of Smuell 
Tucker, That Plantation, or Dividend of Land called Turkey Island 
point, formerly by me Purchased of Benj. Hatcher containing by 
Estimation one Hundred and fifty acres be the same more or less 
as also the plantation of Divident of Land by me purchased of 
Thomas Cock Lying upon Chickohominy Swamp containing by Estima- 
tion fourteen hundred acres be the same more or less as also that 
plantation or Dividend of Land called Coulsons w’ch was by me 
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purchased of Wm. Giles, being about one hundred acres be it more or 
less as also that Devidend or Track of Land by me purchased of 
Edward Mathews, containing * * * * acres it being all I purchased 
of the Said Mathews also I gave unto my Said Son Joseph that plan- 
| tation or dividend of Land by me purchased of Abraham Childers 
} lying part upon the heads of the Lands I bought of the said Edw’d 
I Mathews containing by Estimation five hundred fourty and eight acres, 
Gg and also I give unto him Xy Track of Land for which I have Entred 
with Rich’d Ligon for, Joyning down wards upon westham Creek and 
to Run upwards to the upermost mouth of Tuckaho Creek part of 
which being Islands and lying between the River and the Land taken 
up by Edward Jenings and Wm. Randolph being two thousand acres 
Q be the same more or less, all which Said plantations Tracks or 
} Dividends of Land above mentioned I do Give Grant devise and 
' Bequeath unto my Said Son Joseph Pleasants and unto the heirs of 
- his Body for Ever and for want of Such Issue unto my Sonn John 
q Pleasants and to the heirs of his Body for Ever and for want 
of Such Issue unto my Daughter Elizabeth Pleasants and to the heirs 
of her Body for Ever and for want of such Issue unto Joseph 
Woodson bourn of the Body of my wives Daughter Mary Woodson 
q the now wife of John Woodson Jun’r and to the heirs of his Body 
q for Ever and for lack of Such Issue unto the next Right heirs 
: of me the S’d John Pleasants the father for Ever, also do give devise 
a. and bequeath unto my S’d Son Joseph Pleasants all the Horses and 
mares w’ch now are or may be Justly claimed Branded or else as 
mine on the north Side of James River from the plantation of Thomas 
Baylyes upwards, as also thre Cowes with Calves by their Sides two 
Breakable Steers besides those two which he useth to Break or yoke 
as also ye largest p’r of Shod Cart wheeles, Ten Ewes and one 
ram, feather Bed with Curtains and Vallence and all other furniture, 
2 p'r Sheetes 1 Iron pott and Gunn besides that w’ch was Sent for 
. for him Six pewter Dishes one Silver Tumbler and four Silver Spoones 
ff all mark’d E. P. also I give unto my Said Son Joseph one negro 
Boy named Joseph and Six Sowes and one pastured mare besides 
all those formerly given him Either mares or Horses w’ch are 
Branded E P: all which my mind and will it Should be delivered 
to him at the age of Eighteen Years: but if my S’d Son Joseph 
' Pleasants Should depart this Life Ere he attains to the age the 
said Goods Should be delivered unto him, then I doe Give devise 
| and bequeath oute of the Same unto Joseph Woodson the negro Boy 
f ; called Joseph to be delivered to him at the age of Sixteen years 

old and to Jane Woodson the Daughter of the S’d Mary Woodson 


| 


GENEALOGY. 231 


Six Ewes and one Ram and two Breeding mares to be delivered to 
her within thre month after my S’d Joseph Pleasants deceace. 


John Pleasants and the Heirs of his Body for ever, and for lack of 
Such Issue unto my Sonn Joseph Pleasants, and to the Heirs of his 
Body for Ever and for lack of Such Issue to the next Right Heirs of me 
the said John Pleasants the father for Ever, also I give unto my Sd. 
Daughter Elizabeth Pleasants Two Cows with Calves by their Side one 
Good feather Bed with all furniture belonging to it Two prs. Good 
Sheets Six Ewes and one Ram one Silver Tumbler and five Silver 
Spoons and one Small Silver Tankcard the Tumbler and Spoons marked 
E P and the Tankcard EW as also one breeding mare besides those 
formerly Given her which said Mare shall be young not Exceeding Seven 
years nor under four all such s’d. Land Goods and Chattles now given 
her my mind and will is should be delivered unto my Said Daughter 
Eliz Pleasants and w’t more shall be thought meet to be given her by 
her mother, as followeth, viz: The Goods and Chattles within twelve 
months after my deceace the Lands which her mother pleaseth if sees 
convenent to let her have them during her said mothers lifetime, if not 
at her desceace but if my sd. Daughter Elizabeth Pleasants should de- 
part this life before the time these Goods and Chattles should be deliv- 
ered to her, then I doe give devise bequeath the same unto my Sonnes 
John and Joseph Pleasants that is to say the plantation Joyning upon 
Curles Swamp unto my Sonn John Pleasants and to his heirs for Ever 
and that bought of Henry Rowing and Robert Woodson unto my Son 
Joseph Pleasants and to his heirs for Ever, and the Chattles and Goods 
to be Equally devided between them part and part a like, to be delive 
ered unto them within the time aboves’d butt if Either of my sd. Sonns 
John or Joseph Pleasants should depart this life before the time limiited 
then I do Give devise and Bequeath as well the said two plantations or 
Dividends of Lauds as the Goods and Chattles unto the Survivour 
of them. 

Item I Giue Grant devise and Beyueath unto my Sd. Sonn Joseph 
Pleasant Bourn as aforesaid of the Body of my Dear and Loving wife 
Jane Pleasants formerly the wife and Executrix of Samuell Tucker, That 
Plantation or Dividend of Land called Turkey Island point, formerly by 
me Purchased of Benj. Hatcher containing by Estimation one Hundred 
and fifty acres be the same more or less as also the plantation or Divi- 
dend of Land by me purchased of Thomas Cock Lying upon Chicko- 
hominy Swamp containing by Estimation fourteen hundred acres be the 
Same more or less as also that plantation or Dividend of Land called 
Coulsons w’ch was by me purchased of Wm. Giles, beiug about one hun- 
dred acres be it more or less as also that Devidend or Track of Land by 
me purchased of Edward Mathews, containing —— acres it being all I 
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purchased of the said Mathews also I give unto my Said Son Joseph that 
plantation or dividend of Land by me purchased of Abraham Childers 
lying part upon the heads of the Lands I bought of the said Edw’d 
Mathews containing by Estamation five hundred fourty and Eight acres, 
and also I give unto him one Track of Land for which have Entered 
with Rich’d Ligon for, Joyning down wards upon west ham Creek and 
to Run upwards to the upermost mouth of Tuckahoe Creek part of which 
being Islands and lying between the River and the Land taken up by 
Edward Jenings and Wm. Randolph being two thousand acres be the 
same more or less, all which Said plantation Tracks or Dividends of 
Land above mentioned I do Give Grant devise and Bequeath unto my 
said Sonn Joseph Pleasants and unto the heirs of his Body for Ever and 
for want of such Issue unto my Sonn John Pleasants and to the heirs of 
his Body for Ever and for want of Such Issue unto my Daughter Eliza- 
beth Pleasants and to the heirs of her Body for Ever and for want of 
such Issue unto Joseph Woodson bourn of the Body of my wives Dau- 
ghter Mary Woodson the now wife of John Woodson Junr. and to the 
heirs of his Body for Ever and for lack of such Issue unto the next Right 
heirs of me the sd. John Pleasants the father for Ever, also do give devise 
and bequeath unto my sd. Son Joseph Pleasants all the Horses and 
mares w'ch are or may be Justly claimed Branded or else as mine on the 
north side of James River from the plantation of Thomas Baylyes up- 
wards, as also the Cowes with Calves by their Sides two Breakable 
Steers besides those two which he useth to Break or yoke as also ye 
largest pr. of Shod Cart wheels, Ten Ewes and one ram, feather Bed 
with Curtains and Vallence and all other furniture, 2 pr. Sheets 1 Iron 
pott and Gunn besides that w’ch was Sent for for him Six pewter Dishes 
one Silver Tumbler and four Silver Spoons all mark’d F P: also I Give 
unto my Said Son Joseph one negro Boy named Joseph and Six Sowes 
and one pastured mare besides all these formerly given him Either 
mares or Horses w’ch are Branded F P: all which my mind and will 
is should be delivered to him at the age of Eighteeu Years: butt if my 
Sd. Son Joseph Pleasants Should depart this Life Ere he attains to the 
age the said goods should be delivered unto him, then I do Give devise 
and bequeath onte of the Same unto Joseph Woodson the negro Boy 
called Joseph to be delivered to him at the age of Sixteen years old and 
to Jane Woodson the Daughter of the Sd. Mary Woodson Six Ewes and 
one Ram and two Breeding mares to be delivered to her within thre 
month after my Sd. Joseph Pleasants des~ad. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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THE BROOKE FAMILY. 
By Prof. St. GEorGE TuCKER BRoOokKE, Morgantown, W. Va. 
(CONTINUED) 


THe LATE Hon. WALKER BROOKE, UNITED STATES SENATOR FROM 
MIssIssIPPI, 1852.¢ 


Walker Brooke, the sixth and last child of Humphrey Brooke, of 
Clark county, Va., and his wife Sarah Walker Page, was born at Oak- 
ley, Clark county, Va., in 1815. In his early youth he was the pupil of 
Oliver Abbott Shaw, then a young and eminent graduate of both Cam- 
bridge and Yale. He graduated in the University of Virginia in 1836. 
Soon after his graduation he went to Kentucky where he taught school, 
and while in this employment he studied law under the instruction of 
the distinguished jurist Judge Tucker. He was ‘admitted to the bar in 
that State in 183g. The following year he came to Lexington, Miss. He 
soon came to be recognized as one of the most prominent members in 
the front rank of the legal fraternity in his adopted State. In 1840 
he was married to Miss Jane Jefferson Lewis Eskridge, daughter of Mr. 
James Eskridge, of Shongolo, Carroll county, Miss., and a grand-niece 
of Thomas Jefferson. Of this union fifteen children were born, six of 
whom now (1907) survive and are living in Mississippi. While industri- 
ously and actively devoted to his profession he took a strong and active 
interest in the current political affairs of his adopted State and the 
nation, and soon became prominent and held a strong influence as one 
of the leaders of the Whig party in Mississippi. In 1845, while not yet 
thirty years of age, he was nominated to be the Whig candidate for 
Congress for his district, but was defeated by the Democratic candidate. 
In 1852 he was elected by the Democratic Legislature of his State 
to the United States Senate to fill out the unexpired term of the Hon. 
Henry S. Foote, who had recently been elected to the governorship of 
Mississippi. In 1857-58 he moved to Vicksburg, Miss., where he became 
the senior partner in the law firm of Brooke & Smedes, which became 
one of the strongest legal firms in the State. In ante bellum days the 
Democratic party was largely in the ascendency in Mississippi and con- 
trolled the political affairs of the State, and had Mr. Brooke been a 
member of that party he might have held continuously the highest 
political trusts within the gift of his people ; yet his position as a useful 
public citizen and his legal talent and statemanship ability were recog- 
nized and appreciated by both Whig and Democrat, and his courteous 
and sympathetic personality, united with his genial social qualities, won 


t This biographical sketch Hon. Walter Brooke was prepared by Mr. Hobert 
Doane Shaw, Sr., of Carrollton, Miss., grandson of Humphrey and nephew of 
Hon. Walter Brooke. 
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for him the love and admiration of both parties and all classes of peo- 
ple. He was an ardent admirer and devoted disciple of Henry Clay 
and Daniel Webster, and in his logical and eloquent addresses to the 
people, and in his arguments before courts he manifested that he be- 
longed to the school of those two distinguished orators and statesmen. 
He was well versed in all the ancient and English classics, and it was 
said of him by an eminent scholar and professor who knew him well, 
that in social converse, in his addresses and political speeches, and in 
his arguments before the courts and juries he used always the purest 
and most classical English, and displayed his familiarity with ancient 
and modern literature. The Supreme Court of Mississippi at one time 
pronounced his to be the ablest legal and most logical mind that pleaded 
before that tribunal. In all his political principles he was intensely 
Southern and was a strong and uncompromising advocate of the doc- 
trine of State sovereignty and States’ Rights, and until the crises of 
secession was forced upon the South, through motives of policy, he was 
opposed to secession. He was elected to the Mississippi Secession Con- 
vention, and at the deliberations of that body he realized that separation 
was the ultimate result of the antagonism between the North and the 
South, enthusiastically cast his ballot for secession. By that Convention 
he was elected to be one of seven delegates to represent Mississippi in 
a Convention of the seceding States, which convention became the Pro- 
visional Congress of the Confederacy. After two sessions, held at 
Montgomery, Ala., this Congress was moved to Richmond, Va., where, 
after two sessions, it ended in 1862. Later, Mr. Brooke, by an act of 
the Confederate Congress, was made a Colonel of Cavalry, and through 
this commission he was appointed to be a member of a permanent 
military court provided for by Congress, which held its sessions at Rich- 
mond. His duties as a member of this court compelled him to make 
his residence at the capital during most of the period of the war. The 
war having ended Mr. Brooke returned to his home at Vicksburg, where 
he resumed the practice of his profession. By his ability and sound 
judgment, as well as by his attractive personality, he brought the military 
authorities at Vicksburg under his influence, and was thus enabled to 
soften the rigors of military rule over the citizens of that city. He died 
at his home in the year 1868, universally mourned by the people of Mis- 
sissippi. In the courthouse at Vicksburg, one on each side of the 
Judges’ bench, hang two large and handsome portraits, one the likeness 
of the renowned S. S. Prentiss, the other that of Walker Brooke. 


ErratumM.—In foot note on page 104 this Magazine, January, 1gro. 
Instead of Humphrey 2. Brooke put Humphrey Brooke of Clarke 
counts, who was a different man from Humphrey Booth Brooke. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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BOOK REVIEWS. 


FitzHucH Gorpon, A VIRGINIAN OF THE Otp ScuHoor, His 
Lire, TIMES, AND CoRRESPONDENCE. By Armistead C. Gordon, New 
York and Washington. Neale Publishing Co., 19009. 


The author of this volume is well known for the versatility of his 
talents, and for the many-sidedness of his intellectual interests. A 
lawyer of acknowledged astuteness and learning; a man of affairs who 
has served as the mayor of his town, and who, for many years, has 
filled, with distinction, the responsible post of Rector of the University 
of Virginia; the writer of an authoritative treatise on the very practi- 
cal subject of congressional currency, he is also the most polished poet 
whom this State has produced since John R. Thompson; the author 
of perhaps the finest work of fiction,—the “Gift of the Morning Star,”— 
composed in the South since the War; and the writer of the very best 
account, in a short compass, of the Old Regime in Virginia known to us. 


To these high and numerous professional and literary claims to dis- 
tinction, Mr. Gordon has now added the authorship of a very inter- 
esting and a very weighty biography of his grandfather. Even if he 
had not been inspired by the tenderness of blood ties, his complete 
sympathy with such a typical Virginian of the Old School,—whom no 
one is more capable of understanding through the subtle influence of 
social and intellectual identification than he,—would have moved his 
pen to a very vivid and faithful portrayal. 

In William Fitzhugh Gordon, as painted by his grandson, we have 
the happiest combination of those social and intellectual qualities,— 
that marriage of the heart and the mind,—that union of spirit and 
brain,—which made the Virginians of that proud, sensitive, kindly, and 
leisurely past, the most charming people in the world. There is the 
geniality, urbanity, sweetness, generosity, which endeared him to his 
family and his friends; the ripe culture, which caused him to delight 
in the best literature of his own and the ancient tongues; the quick, 
eager, fervent intelligence, that found its most characteristic expression 
in graceful converse and mellifluous oratory,—while beneath all these 
tender, facile, brilliant traits, there lurked the vigorovs practical ca- 
pacity which made him Mr. Jefferson’s efficient coadjutor in the es- 
tablishment of the University; which suggested to him the basis of 
compromise in the Convention of 1629-30; and which formulated the 
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i : great scheme of the Federal Sub-Treasury. We could not wish for a 

| finer exemplar of sensibility and kindliness joined to strength and 

f firmness of will and power of mind. These were the qualities of the 

best exponents of that old life,—a life which cultivated simultaneously 


the emotional side and the intellectual side—which sweetened while it 


i invigorated, and which softened without weakening or relaxing Did 
if not the great character of Robert E. Lee attest this? So did the 
i character of William Fitzhugh Gordon; and so did the characters of a 
i host of others who went to their graves without any afterglow of fame. 
i With all its economic blots, and possibilities of evil, this at least 
i can be said of the institution of slavery,—it cultivated in very many 
i who held slaves a spirit of sensitive conscientiousness which displayed 
i itself in innumerable beautiful ways in the personal life. Perhaps the 


old rural existence, by strengthening family ties, encouraging neigh- 
borliness, and promoting simplicity and purity of feeling, had some- 
thing to do with this exhibition. There was ample leisure in that 
_ life in which to nourish the affections within the widest circle of kin- 
; ship and friendship, and to cultivate every amenity in intercourse with 
men at large. Let any one read the autobiographies of some of the 
Southerners of those times who survived to our own day,—General 
Maury, Mrs, Pryor, Mrs. Chestnut, for instance,—and one cannot but 
be struck with the geniality, the sympathy, the kindliness, the simplicity, 
the warmth, the mellowness, of the old social order. 

And there was another characteristic of that order—this on its 
political side,—which was also reflected in the life of General Gordon,— 
there was in it, a thirst for distinction for distinction’s sake alone; a 
rivalry, an emulous spirit, which in the young public men certainly, had 
all the glow and generosity, of a school-boy’s aspirations. There was 
nothing grossly calculating about that spirit. The burning desire for 
material gain was absent; the wretched modern material criterions were 
wanting. We look in vain in the political careers of General Gordon 
and his compeers for that contemptible narrowness of view, that sel- 
fish shrewdness, that total lack of moral, as well as literary, culture, 
which marks the course of so many of their successors in our own times. 
As long as we are in touch with such a life as General Gordon’s—so win- 
ning, so high-minded, so upright, so faithful to the noblest ideals,—we 
feel that we are moving in a purer and more stimulating atmosphere. 
And as we close the book, we involuntarily breathe a sigh of regret 
that this old Society, with its noble personal types, should, like the 
cloud-capped towers of the poet’s fancy have melted away and left 
not a wrack behind. 


ALEXANDER Bruce. 
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S1xtH ANNUAL REPORT CF THE LIBRARY BOARD OF THE VIRGINIA 
STATE LiBrary, 1908-1909. To WHICH Is APPENDED THE SIXTH 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE LIBRARIAN. Richmond, Davis 
Bottom, Superintendent of Public Printing, 1g1o. 


VIRGINIA STATE LIBRARY. SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE IN 
VIRGINIA. Special Report of the Department of Archives and 
History. H. J. Eckenrode, Archivist. Richmond, Davis Bottom, 
Superintendent of Public Printing, 1910, pp. 164, with index. 


VIRGINIA STATE LipRARY. A TRIAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF COLONIAL 
VIRGINIA (1754-1776). Special Report of the Department of Bibli- 
ography. William Clapton-Torrence, Bibliographer. Richmond, 
Davis Bottom, Superintendent of Public Printing, 1910, pp. 94, with 
index. 


The report of Dr. H. R. McIlwaine, State Librarian, is cheering to all 
who are interested in library work in Virginia. He shows how, in all 
departments, steady progress has been made, and makes useful sugges- 
tions for still better work. Since his report was written the large upper 
story of the new wing has been assigned to the Library, and has now 
been occupied in the most useful way. 

It is, of course, with the historical work of the Library, that we are 
chiefly concerned. 

The Special Report of the Department of Archives and History is 
treated separately. 

The conclusion, for the present, of the 7ria/ Bibliography of Colonial 
Virginia, is again a most valuable presentation of what was published 
in or about Virginia during the Colonial period. This part of the work 
was done in the face of many obstacles as the original notes and copy 
were destroyed by fire. Fortunately duplicates of a number of titles had 
been preserved elsewhere, and by diligent work in the libraries in Rich- 
mond and correspondence with those in other parts of the country, the 
loss has been, toa great extent, repaired. There are 249 titles in the 
present report, covering the period 1754-1776. 

In this case, as in the first report, the bibliography will be a revelation 
to all except a very few specialists and will be of the greatest help to all 
students of Virginia history. It is to be hoped that the Library may 


’ authorize Mr. Torrence to carry on his good work. 


SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE IN VIRGINIA. A STUDY IN THE 
DEVOLOPMENT OF THE REVOLUTION. Virginia State Library. 
Special Report of the Department of Archives and History. H. J. 
Eckenrode, Archivist. Richmond, rgto. 


We have before spoken in this department of the good work in prog- 
ress among the State Archives, and particularly of the admirable 
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Calendar of Petitions. The work on this calendar appears, most unfor- 
tunately all students of our history will think, to be suspended for the | 
present. 

The book now under consideration is a triumphant vindication of the 
policy of placing a man of talents, trained in a great university to schol- 
arly research, at the head of the manuscript department, and permitting 
him, in addition to merely mechanical duties, to bring forth some of 
the fruits of his studies in the documents under his charge. 

The Separation of Church and State was one of the great, vital things in 
our history, and it is not paying Dr. Eckenrode’s book anything like the 
praise it deserves, to say that it is by far the best work on the subject. 
It is the only book written with full knowledge of the sources by a 
trained historical student and a man with no brief for any church or 
party; but one who considers every branch of his subject in an eminently 
sane and judicious fashion. 

The various books already written on the subject, while all of them 
have value, have in most cases been written from the view point of a 
denomination and there has rarely been opportunity for full knowledge, 
while some of the writers have totally lacked any just sense of historic 
perspective. 

Almost as valuable as the religious study is that which shows how 
much and in what way this struggle for the separation of Church and 
State was an incident in the history of a progressive democracy which, 
at one time went so far that it seemed to verge on anarchy. The pro- 
test in one of the Baptist petitions against a law requiring mizisters to 
make returns of marriages to any public official, is an instance of the 
extreme individualism, which a portion of the people of Virginia had 
reached. 

The first chapter of Dr. Eckenrode’s book gives a brief, but carefully 
studied account of the establishment during the colonial period. This 
is an unusually fair-minded and liberal account; but the author acknowl- 
edges that the final word cannot be said until an exhaustive special 
study of this subject has been made. This is followed by a chapter on 
‘‘The Parsons Cause,’’ with the feeling of irritation against the estab- 
tablishment which it caused. Then comes in chapter three a brief his- 
tory of the establishment in Virginia and of the dissenting denominations, 
and from chapter four to the end is given in great detail and thorough- , | 
ness the struggle which began with the declaration in the Bill of Rights 
and ended with the the sale of the glebes and other church property 
and the repeal of the act incorporating the Episcopal Church. 

Throughout the book the manuscript sources are fully and admirably 
used, and there is everywhere evidence of most careful and unbiased 
consideration of the facts presented. 

The book is a very valuable addition to American history and the 
author and the State Library deserve the gratitude of all students. 
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ZIMMERMAN, WATERS AND ALLIED FAmILiges. By Dorothy Edmon- 
stone Zimmerman Allen, n. p., n. d. [1910] pp. 162, with 18 illus- 
trations. 


This volume, apparently printed for private circulation, as no date, 
place of publication or publishers are given, contains genealogies of 
portions of the Zimmerman family, (descended from Christopher Zim- 
merman, who came to Virginia in 1717). Somersall, Catlett, Taliaferro, 
Kempe, Waters, Edmonstone (Md.), Beall, Brooke (Md.), Magruder, 
Neale (Md.), with good indexes. The whole book shows careful and 
conscientious work, though the genealogies are, chiefly, confined to one 
allied line of the respective families. Mrs. Allen has added, from 
various publications in regard to Kent, some interesting information in 
regard to the Catletts of Sittingbourne, and gives a picture of the church 
at that place. She also adds to the information regarding the Kemps of 
Gissing, Suffolk, from whom the Virginia family undoubtedly came. 
In connection with this she quotes a portion of a pedigree recently pub- 
lished by J. J. Muskett, the learned historian of ‘‘ Suffolk Manorial 
Families,” in which Mr. Muskett makes Richard Kemp, Secretary of 
Virginia, and Edmund Kemp of Virginia, brothers of Sir Robert Kemp, 
the first baronet. Richard Kemp was no doubt his brother; but Rich- 
ard, in his will dated 1649, bequeaths to his “‘ brother Mr. Edward 
Kempe,” £5, and to his ‘‘nephew Edmund Kempe,”’ “ one new servant 
this year, two cowes next yeare and five hundred pounds of Tobacco to 
be paid him next yeare towards his buildings.” There does not appear 
to have been but one Edmund Kemp in Virginia at this time, and he 
was evidently Richard’s nephew, not his brother. 


Mrs. Allen is to be congratulated on her good work. 


“Or ScEpTRED Racg.”’ By Annah Robinson Watson, author of “Some 
Notable Families of America,’”’ ‘‘A Royal Lineage,”’ etc., Memphis, 
Tenn 


‘‘Of Sceptred Race,’’ now in press, is a volume which will doubtless 
appeal not only to members of the various families named in its pages, 
but to all who care for an artistic presentment of the study of ancestry. 
Its handsome form and illustrations will make a most attractive setting 
for its contents, which treat briefly of the subject in general and then 
give the direct lines of descent from Alfred the Great, and other sov- 
ereigns, to distinguished American families. Not only these families 
will find the record of value, but a much larger circle, not mentioned by 
name, who share the same lineage. 

“Of Sceptred Race” is distinctly American in tone, representing no 
specific section of country and no organization; the individuals appear- 
ing in its chapters being members of many national historic orders. 


240 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, 


Among the families traced back to royal or noble ancestry are those 
of Washington, Lee, Reade, Lewis, Throckmorton, Meriwether, Pres- 
cott, Taylor, Rose, Roosevelt, Walker, O'Neill, Gill, Mansfield, Talcott, 
Saltonstall, Cordner, Warner, Fauntleroy, West, Watson, Farnsworth, 
White, Robinson, Mosher, Holliday, Bond, Story, Johnson, Hogan, 
Winchester, Wilbour, Howard, Perkins. 

President Lyon Gardner Tyler, of William and Mary College, and 
Reverend Horace Edwin Hayden, of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, author 
of ‘‘ Virginia Genealogies,’? who have read the manuscript, speak in 
high terms of the value of the book and the careful manner in which the 


work has been done. 


Wise’s DIGESTED INDEX AND GENEALOGICAL GUIDE TO BISHOP 
MEADE’s OLD CHURCHES, MINISTERS AND FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA. 


The Colonial Society, Box 343, Richmond, Va, 


This valuable index, the work of Mr. Jennings C. Wise, of the Rich- 
mond bar, will appear about the first of April. 

The noted work to which it refers, has, as is well known, no index, 
and that prepared by the late Dr. Toner, is not only much less complete 
than that of Mr. Wise; but from its scarcity commands a high price. It 
is useless for those who know Bishop Meade’s book (and all students of 
Virginia history and genealogy do know it) to speak of its great need of 
an index. Mr. Wise’s work has been very well done and will be most 


usetul. 


VirGINIA COLONIAL Decisions. THE REPORTS BY SIR JOHN RAN- 
DOLPH AND BY EDWAKD BARRADALL OF DECISIONS OF THE 
GENERAL CouRT OF VIRGINIA, 1728-1741. Edited, with historical 
introduction by R. T. Barton. Boston, Mass., The Boston Book 
Company, 1902, 2 vols., pp. (1) xxviii, 250, R., 118; (2) B. 393, with 
portrait of Sir John Randolph. 


It was expected that a review of this valuable work would appear in 
this number of the Magazine, but circumstances have compelled a delay 


until July. 


